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Uity of Cambridge

AMENDED ORDER
18.

CALENDAR ITEM # 3
IN CITY COUNCIL

May 10, 1993

COUNCILLOR MYERS May 17, 1993

WHEREAS: Issues relating to housing and rent control have been at the forefront of discussion
in the city for many years; and

WHEREAS: Due to the fact that the debate around housing and rent control issues, can often
be contentious, the city has struggled to come up with solutions to address some
of the most pressing housing needs in the city; and

WHEREAS: The stalemate which has resulted is not helping to move the housing debate
forward nor is it helping to address the housing problems of the city; and

WHEREAS: Rent control has been a centerpiece of affordable housing policy in the city for
twenty years, as supported by the City Council and the residents of the city; and

WHEREAS: Rent control will continue to have benefit for residents of the city for years to
come, but it is also apparent from tenants and landlords alike that there are
problems with the system; and

WHEREAS: It is clear from current discussion that there needs to be the development of a
broader housing policy in the city, which includes rent control, but also addresses
other issues, including rehabilitating existing units, building new units, etc.; and

WHEREAS: One example of an approach that can work is the resolution passed in a
unanimous fashion by the City Council on August 3, 1992 which was aimed to
generate a loan program aimed to rehabilitate some of the low rent units in the
most distressed condition of the city; and

WHEREAS: This is but one part of a multi-faceted housing policy for the city; and

WHEREAS: It is clear the many divergent interests will have to come together to generate a

housing policy for the city which speaks to the needs of our citizens; now
therefore be it




RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:
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That a hearing be scheduled for a date in early June, for the purpose of discussing
housing policy in the city; and be it further

That the purpose of such a hearing be to acknowledge differences that exist in
housing discussions in the city, and to try to gear discussion of housing matter
towards further resolution; and be it further

That His Honor, the Mayor, be requested to schedule such a hearing as a Special
Meeting on a night other than Monday and the hearing be structured in such a
way that members of the Council can give their views about housing policy in the
city; and be it further

That His Honor, the Mayor, be and hereby is requested to invite Judge Kramer,
David Osborne and other housing experts to attend the hearing, to listen to the

issues and submit written comments and suggestions to the City Council
thereafter; and be it further

That the City Manager and members of the Housing Cabinet be invited to attend
and to participate in said discussion; and be it further

That some thought go into appropriate modes of discussion from members of the
public.

In City Council May 17, 1993.

Adopted as amended by a yea and nay vote:-
Yeas 7; Nays 1; Absent O; Present 1.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;

ATTEST:-
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WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

Issues relating to housing and rent control have been at the forefront of discussion
in the city for many years; and

Due to the fact that the debate around housing and rent control issues, can often
be contentious, the city has struggled to come up with solutions to address some
of the most pressing housing needs in the city; and

The stalemate which has resulted is not helping to move the housing debate
forward nor is it helping to address the housing problems of the city; and

Rent control has been a centerpiece of affordable housing policy in the city for
twenty years, as supported by the City Council and the residents of the city; and

Rent control will continue to have benefit for residents of the city for years to
come, but it is also apparent from tenants and landlords alike that there are
problems with the system; and

It is clear from current discussion that there needs to be the development of a
broader housing policy in the city, which includes rent control, but also addresses
other issues, including rehabilitating existing units, building new units, etc.; and

One example of an approach that can work is the resolution passed in a
unanimous fashion by the City Council on August 3, 1992 which was aimed to
generate a loan program aimed to rehabilitate some of the low rent units in the
most distressed condition of the city; and

This is but one part of a multi-faceted housing policy for the city; and
It is clear the many divergent interests will have to come together to generate a
housing policy for the city which speaks to the needs of our citizens; now

therefore be it

That a hearing be scheduled for a date in early June, for the purpose of discussing
housing policy in the city; and be it further




RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:
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That the purpose of such a hearing be to acknowledge differences that exist in
housing discussions in the city, and to try to gear discussion of housing matter
towards further resolution; and be it further

That His Honor, the Mayor, be requested to schedule such a hearing and the
hearing be structured in such a way that members of the Council can give their
views about housing policy in the city; and be it further

That the City Manager and members of the Housing Cabinet be invited to attend
and to participate in said discussion; and be it further

That some thought go into appropriate modes of discussion from members of the
public.
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RESOLVED: That His Honor, the Mayor, be requested to schedule such a hearingyand the
hearing be structured in such a way that members of the Council can give their
views about housing policy in the city; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager and members of the Housing Cabinet be invited to attend
and to participate in said discussion; and be it further

RESOLVED: That some thought go into appropriate modes of discussion from members of the
public.
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YEA NAY ABSENT | PRESENT

Mr. Ed Cyr \//

Mr. Francis H. Duehay \//

Mr. Jonathan S. Myers

Mrs. Sheila T. Russell

Mr. Walter J. Sullivan

Mr. William H. Walsh
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Ms. Alice K. Wolf

Mayor Kenneth E. Reeves \//’/
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COUNCILLOR MYERS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Issues relating to housing and rent control have been at the forefront of discussion
in the city for many years; and

Due to the fact that the debate around housing and rent control issues, can often
be contentious, the city has struggled to come up with solutions to address some
of the most pressing housing needs in the city; and

The stalemate which has resulted is not helpingv to move the housing debate
forward nor is it helping to address the housing problems of the city; and

Rent control has been a centerpiece of affordable housing policy in the city for
twenty years, as supported by the City Council and the residents of the city; and

Rent control will continue to have benefit for residents of the city for years to
come, but it is also apparent from tenants and landlords alike that there are
problems with the system; and

It is clear from current discussion that there needs to be the development of a
broader housing policy in the city, which includes rent control, but also addresses
other issues, including rehabilitating existing units, building new units, etc.; and

One example of an approach that can work is the resolution passed in a
unanimous fashion by the City Council on August 3, 1992 which was aimed to
generate a loan program aimed to rehabilitate some of the low rent units in the
most distressed condition of the city; and

This is but one part of a multi-faceted housing policy for the city; and

It is clear the many divergent interests will have to come together to generate a
housing policy for the city which speaks to the needs of our citizens; now
therefore be it

That a hearing be scheduled for a date in early June, for the purpose of discussing
housing policy in the city; and be it further

That the purpose of such a hearing be to acknowledge differences that exist in
housing discussions in the city, and to try to gear discussion of housing matter
towards further resolution; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That His Honor, the Mayor, be requested to schedule such a hearing and the
hearing be structured in such a way that members of the Council can give their
views about housing policy in the city; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager and members of the Housing Cabinet be invited to attend
and to participate in said discussion; and be it further

RESOLVED: That some thought go into appropriate modes of discussion from members of the
public.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR WALSH
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Whereas due to the fact that the debats around housing and
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has struggled to wome up with solutions o address some of
" the most preseing housing needs In the colty. il ‘
Whereas the stalemete whicl hes resulted Llg not helping to ; AT

move the housing depatae ferwerd nor is it helping to
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COUNCILLOR MYERS
WHEREAS: Issues relating to housing and rent control have been at the forefront of discussion

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

in the city for many years; and

Due to the fact that the debate around housing and rent control issues, can often
be contentious, the city has struggled to come up with solutions to address some
of the most pressing housing needs in the city; and

The stalemate which has resulted is not helping to move the housing debate
forward nor is it helping to address the housing problems of the city; and

Rent control has been a centerpiece of affordable housing policy in the city for
twenty years, as supported by the City Council and the residents of the city; and

Rent control will continue to have benefit for residents of the city for years to
come, but it is also apparent from tenants and landlords alike that there are
problems with the system; and

It is clear from current discussion that there needs to be the development of a
broader housing policy in the city, which includes rent control, but also addresses
other issues, including rehabilitating existing units, building new units, etc.; and

One example of an approach that can work is the resolution passed in a
unanimous fashion by the City Council on August 3, 1992 which was aimed to
generate a loan program aimed to rehabilitate some of the low rent units in the
most distressed condition of the city; and

This is but one part of a multi-faceted housing policy for the city; and

It is clear the many divergent interests will have to come together to generate a
housing policy for the city which speaks to the needs of our citizens; now
therefore be it

That a hearing be scheduled for a date in early June, for the purpose of discussing
housing policy in the city; and be it further

That the purpose of such a hearing be to acknowledge differences that exist in
housing discussions in the city, and to try to gear discussion of housing matter
towards further resolution; and be it further
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RESOLVED: That His Honor, the Mayor, be requested to schedule such a hearing and the
hearing be structured in such a way that members of the Council can give their
views about housing policy in the city; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager and members of the Housing Cabinet be invited to attend
and to participate in said discussion; and be it further

RESOLVED: That some thought go into appropriate modes of discussion from members of the
public.
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Councillor Myers re: Rent Control
issues.

In City Council,

May 10, 1993






