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IN CITY COUNCIL

March 2, 1998

COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

It has come to the attention of the Cambridge City Council that Vivian Katz is
the 1998 honoree of the Guidance Center, Inc., at the annual “Cambridge Pops”
benefit event; and ‘ o

Vivian played a key role in bringing about the reconfiguration of two fine
agencies, Center, Inc., of which she was president, and Cambridge Mental
Health Inc. into an even stronger agency, the new Guidance Center, Inc.; and

Vivian has a long and distinguished record of service to this community; and

Between 1939 and the outbreak of World War II, Vivian and her husband,
Attorney Milton Katz, spent their first years in Cambridge wbere Milton taught
at Harvard Law School and their second of three sons was born; and

After spending some of the war years in Washington, returning to Cambridge
and then leaving again for Europe where Milton served first as General Counsel
to a part of the Marshall Plan organized in Paris and then Ambassador in charge
of the Marshall Plan in Europe, and then some time is Pasadena and Princeton,
the Katz family finally returned to Cambridge in 1954; and



WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Vivian’s distinguished history of public service in Cambridge includes ten years
on the Board of Zoning Appeals, two separate terms as President of Cambridge
Community Services during which she was its representative on the original
Cambridge Economic Opportunity Commission (CEOC) Board of Directors;
she was president of the Cambridge Welfare Board, a member of the Board of
Directors of the Civic Unity Committee, and a volunteer as the Legal Advocacy
and Resource Center; and '

Vivian’s first mental health related board experiences was Rutland Corner
House, one of the first residential programs for women with mental illness; she
then served on the Cambridge-Somerville Mental Health and Retardation Area
Board, and from there became a member of the board of directors and then
president of Center, Inc.; and

Vivian is a shining example of the difference that a caring, committed
Cantabrigian can make in her community; now therefore be it

That the City Council go on record congratulating Vivian Katz and expressing
its appreciation and gratitude to her for her years of service to the Cambridge
community; and be it further '

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed
copy of this resolution for presentation to Vivian Katz on behalf of the entire
City Council.

In City Council March 2, 1998.
-Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

D19, atgonns oty

ATTEST:-
' D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Confidentiality Note: The docurnents accompanying this fax transmission contain information
from the Guidance Center, Inc. which may be CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR PRIVILEGED. The

information is intended for the use of the individual or entity named on this transmittal sheet. If
you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, destruction or use of
the contents of this information is prohibited. If you have received this fax in error, please notify
us by telephone immediately and then send the original message to us at the address above by
First Class Mail, via the US. Postal Service. Thank You.

o

¢ oo
- !
) T b
ot = DA
N -
o P
o o
m~ 2 o
- = v
mo® i
' o

(¥

DGEVLVSLILS VHNO WOHdd NdB1l 7 866Ll—-SC—&



1ITHE GUIDANCE CENI1EL, 1INC. Z/u.
‘ 5 Sacramento Strget - 5 |
Cambridge, MA 02138 iy _
: (617)354-2275 Phone e dsda'd Gt
(617)547-4356 Fax  'pn Fnsl iy cd cqn,
TO: %MN FAX: ;‘{%—Léz{?’)
S RALRS DATE: [Wa s, 28

FROM:
7
=

RE: d}»iw PAGES:

O Please Comrent

1 Please Reply

{3’{ o S ATE
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from the Guidance Center, Inc. which may be CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR PRIVILEGED. The

information is intended for the use of the individual or entity named on this transmittal sheet. If
you are-not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, destruction or use of
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First Class Mail, via the US. Postal Service, Thank You.
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Text of Vivian Katz Biography for the Pops program March 1998

This year, the Guidance Center, Inc. is pleased to honor Vivian Katz, under whose leadership
the “old” Center, Inc. joined forces with the “old” Cambridge Mental Health Association, Inc. to
create the new Guidance Center, Inc.

It is characteristic 3ivian’s style to downplay the importance of her role in the complex and
challenging process which led to the reconfiguration of two already strong agencies into one
even stronger. A review of her life and work, though, suggests that her efforts at Center, Inc.
which led to the birth of the Guidance Center, Inc. form only the latest chapter in the long book
of contributions Vivian has made to this community.

Brought up in a part-of Brooklyn which was then rural, Vivian went to Smith College, then did
graduate work in Bacteriology at New York University Medical School. She married Milton
Katz, a young lawyer whose family lived on the same street, and together they embarked on a
life which would bring them to and from Camnbridge several times before they finally settled
here for good. As Vivian puts it, “I lived in the house I was born in until I married, and then I
moved every few years after that for the next twenty.”

For six years, they lived in Washington, where Milton worked for the Roosevelt Administration
and Vivian volunteered for the ACLU, and had their first of three sons. Between 1939 and the
ocutbreak of the Second World War, Vivian and Milton spent their first years in Cambridge, as
he taught at Harvard Law School and their second son was born. The war summoned the
Katzes to Washington again. Five years later, they returmed to Cambridge, had their third son,
bought a house, and settled in. At that point, Milton was asked to become General Counsel of
that part of the Marshall Plan then being organized in Paris. He eventually was appointed
Ambassador in charge of the Marshall Plan in the eighteen European member countries. After
three years in Paris, then three in Pasadena and Princeton, the Katz Family returned to
Cambridge in 1954, this time to stay.

Vivian’s first civic venture in Carmbridgeosdeading a CCA campaign for a City Council -
School Cormmittee race. She loved doing that, and next joined a CCA committee working to
revise Cambridge’s zoning laws to address concern about commercial developrnent, building
size and university expansion. Has anything changed? When a new zoning ordinance was
passed, Vivian was appointed to the Board of Zoning Appeals, where she served for ten years
until a famous Carnbridge politician was heard to say, “Get her off!”

Vivian served two separate times as President of Cambridge Community Services, and was its
representative on the original Cambridge Economic Opportunity Commission (CEOC) Board of
Directors. She served on the Cambridge Welfare Board and was its president for a term. She
served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Civic Unity Conunittee, and on the
Advisory Committee of the United Fund for Cambridge. She worked as a volunteer at LARC,
(Legal Advocacy and Resource Center), a provider of legal help for people without other access

~ toit. This later became a part of Greater Boston Lesal Services. Her first mental health related

board experience was fRntland Corner House, one of the first residential programs for
women with mental illness. She then served on the Cambridge-Somerville Mental Health and
Retardation Area Board, and from there became a member of the Board of Directors, and then
president, of Center, Inc. |
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In case you think Vivian might have had too much time on her hands, she was also active in her
children’s school as a Trustee of Buckingharn School , and played a leadership role in Harvard
University faculty wives’ activities. Leading a special task fSisselBok’s request, Vivian

helped usher in an entirely new era which finished off tigede white-glove tea forever and
replaced it with a thriving newcomers organization now called Harvard Neighbors.

Of all she has done, Vivian is proudest to have also fit her job into her busy life. For twenty
years she worked as Director of the Host Family Program of Harvard’s International Office. The
program, still going strong, matches foreign students with local families willing to offer them
support and friendship.

Here, for Guidance Center, Inc. purposes, we are most excited about the key role Vivian played
as President of Center, Inc. in the process which led to reorganization. It is no secret that in these
days of widespread pursuit of affiliation., most effortsuniships which end far short of the

altar. Many efforts founder when boards cannot find ways to meld their cultures so that
everyone comes away a winriivian’s openness is energetic, and makes things happen. She

wag able and willing to consider all sides of the complex issues we faced together, and set a
powerful example all alonhg the way. The liveliness and humor which accompany her
penetrating, questioning style make working with Vivian a rare privilege. She herself was very
gratified by both the process and the ocutcome of the Center, Inc.- CMHA reorganization. As she
says, “It was really extraordinary. Usually in situations like this you find someone who finds
fault and you get stuck for months. This succeeded becnuse everyone wanted to see it succeed.”
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IN CITY COUNCIL
March 2, 1998

COUNCILLOR BORN

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
'COUNCILLOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk prepare a suitable resolution recognizing Vivian Katz for
all her years of service to the families and children of Cambridge to be
presented on the occasion of her receiving a special award at the Cambridge
Mental Health Association Annual Pops Concert.

In City Council March 2, 1998. ‘
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy; 19 Y . . m,wﬁ
ATTEST:- R
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk



©8/27/1996 . B1:17 - 617-497-4123 , KATHLEEN LEAHY BEIRN, . : F&GE al

Born Orders for march 2, 1998

#1 Prepare a resolution recognizing Vivian Katz for all her years of serrvicr‘.vto the -
families and children of Cambridge to be presented on the occasion of her recieving a
special award at the Cambridge Mental Health Association annual Pops &)_nccn.

#2 Death rew for James Clapp

02-26-98 17:24 ' RECEIVED FROM:617 497 4123 P.61
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IN CITY COUNCIL
March 2, 1998

COUNCILLOR BORN

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk prepare a suitable resolution recognizing Vivian Katz for all
“her years of service to the families and chiiGren of Cambridge io e presented
on the occasion of her receiving a special award at the Cambrldge Mental
Health Association annual Pops Concert



RO

Consent Ofder #64

R-270

-
Councillor Born re: congratulations to -
Vivian Katz for her years of service to the
families and children of Cambridge and
on receiving a special award at the
Cambridge Mental Health Association
Annual Pops Concert.

In City Council March 2, 1998






