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Amended Order

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 2, 1994
COUNCILLOR WALSH
COUNCILLOR MYERS
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
WHEREAS: A bill known as House Bill 286 is pending before the legislature that will greatly

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

change the present regulations controlling checking accounts at banks; and

If House Bill 286 is passed, banks will no longer have to return canceled checks
to their customers with their monthly bank statements; and

This legislation will place a greater burden on customers to detect forgeries or
mistakes in their checks because they won’t have the canceled checks available
to them; and

This type of legislation has the potential of being devastating to our senior
citizens, who have often been victims of scams or who may lose their check book
unknowingly; now therefore be it

That the City Manager hereby is requested to obtain for the City Council a report
on this matter from the Consumer Council; and be it further

That the City Council hereby requests the City Clerk to notify our state
representatives and senators of our disapproval of this proposed legislation and
urge them to vote against this bill; and be it further

That the City Clerk forward to our representatives and senators a copy of the
petition of Cambridge senior citizens disapproving of this bill.

In City Council May 2, 1994.
Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

9. M K5
ATTEST:- T My

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Original Order

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 2, 1994

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

A bill known as House Bill 286 is pending before the legislature that will greatly
change the present regulations controlling checking accounts at banks; and

If House Bill 286 is passed, banks will no longer have to return canceled checks
to their customers with their monthly bank statements; and

This legislation will place a greater burden on customers to detect forgeries or
mistakes in their checks because they won’t have the canceled checks available
to them; and

This type of legislation has the potential of being devastating to our senior
citizens, who have often been victims of scams or who may lose their check book
unknowingly; now therefore be it

That the City Council hereby requests the City Clerk to notify our state
representatives and senators of our disapproval of this proposed legislation and
urge them to vote against this bill.
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Cancelled checks:
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Should the bank keep them or should you?

by Paul Schlaver, Director, Cambridge Consumers’ Council

A bill is pending in the Massachusetts State Leg-
islature that will greatly change the present regu-
lations controlling your checking accounts at
banks. The bill, House 286, will do the following:

» “Truncate” the check clearing process and allow
the banks to no longer return the cancelled checks
to you with your monthly bank statement.

* Only require the banks to identify each trans-
action with the number of the check, the date it
was presented at the bank and the amount of
the check. (This is the present way a bank
statement reads but you now also get the
check back to see the name to whom it was
made out and who signed the back of it.)

* You will be able to request a copy of the check
if you know exactly which numbered check
you want. It appears that banks will be able to
charge a fee for this even though the banks
will save a lot of money by not returning your
checks automatically.

* Banks will escape liability in most circum-
stances for processing any post dated checks
before the date on them.

» Consumers will have a greater burden to
quickly detect any forgeries or mistakes on the
checks even though they will not have the
cancelled checks in front of them.

Paul Schlaver, Director of the Cambridge Con-
sumers’ Council, and other advocates are fighting
the battle against the passage of H.286. They are
about to begin meeting with banking industry
representatives to see if a compromise can be
reached.

If Cambridge seniors or other “Newslines” readers
wish to sign a petition against H.286 they may
visit the North Cambridge Senior Center at 2050
Mass. Ave., the Pearl Street Senior Center at 15
Pearl St., or the Council on Aging office at 51
Inman St.

Participants from the North Cambridge Senior Center, Nora
Koronas, Regina Van DeRydt, and Hedy Pocius enjoy the
reception at the North Cambridge Library on March 29 for the
multicultural quilt (a work in process by Cambridge seniors
which will be on permanent display at the new senior center),

Squares from the multicultural quilt
made by participants of the COA's Elder
Asian Program, Elder Haitian Program

and North Cambridge Senior Center.

-5.
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!

NAME ADDRESS
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.
WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
ADDRESS
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.
WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!

NAME '~ ADDRESS

s&w%)d)& (Mdm #1 As 4. Bﬂﬂoﬂ/f 18 02174
AA Y/ «(S////( < .ﬁ/ﬁ M7 S feldne], ‘2/,70)

/ v W 203 [ s<a7/7v\{z/ /B}W {”// Q
%ﬁ%w C. %L(,(/A/dﬂw g/ EM 5’{‘ GMQ/QQ
s Bly overy o oed Y Lo, (rrs_omirs

«4/%&6 //QM@//M; R M 2z U7 A 02/7%
. >o;/,,.a Slorlam by S Gupdon s Ca byl SO
8//\4»%/\4/44/8/ AL 64 Edrm M/@-
9 MR, Mosed ﬁ,&w 259 IR ST CAMedse, F1a, :
10 Qm/ /D/mggz—» Q?%WQ/@L/) 25 /mygfmy/ 083455
Ty 7 7,

1913 /\/ Sfon }J\ /@lv’/ [VV} pd G/

237 (PALILE RO Om,'m?l N4 01239

14

15

16

17

18

19

20




¢!

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!

ADDRESS
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, STRONGLY OPPOSE HOUSE BILL 286.

THIS BILL PROPOSES TO END THE DUTY OF BANKS IN MASSACHUSETTS
TO RETURN OUR CANCELED CHECKS WITH OUR MONTHLY BKNK STATEMENT.
THESE CHECKS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AS WE WATCH OUR CHECKING
ACCOUNTS FOR ERRORS OR OTHER PROBLEMS. THESE ARE IMPORTANT TO US
TO PROVE PAYMENTS WHEN WE HAVE CONSUMER DISPUTES. THESE ARE
IMPORTANT TO US FOR TAX RECORDS. WE URGE THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE -
LEGISLATURE TO STOP THE BANKING INDUSTRY FROM DOING THIS OR
MAKING OTHER CHANGES THAT MIGHT COST US MORE IN BANK FEES.

WE WANT OUR CANCELED CHECKS RETURNED TO US!
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April 28, 19%4

COUNCILIOR WALSH

WHEREAS: A bill known as House Bill 286 is pending before
the legislature that will greatly change the

present regulations controlling checking accounts
at banks; and

WHEREAS: If House Bill 286 is passed, banks will no longer
have to return cancelled checks to their customers
with their monthly bank statements; and

WHEREAS: This legislation will place a greater burden on
customers to detect forgeries or mistakes in their

checks because they won't have the cancelled
checks available to them; and

WHEREAS: This type of legislation has the potential of
being devastating to our senior citizens, who have
often been victims of scams or who may lose their
check book unknowingly; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Council hereby requests the City
Clerk to notify our state representatives and
senators of our disapproval of this proposed
legislation and urge them to vote against this
bill.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 2, 1994

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

A bill known as House Bill 286 is pending before the legislature that will greatly
change the present regulations controlling checking accounts at banks; and

If House Bill 286 is passed, banks will no longer have to return canceled checks
to their customers with their monthly bank statements; and

This legislation will place a greater burden on customers to detect forgeries or
mistakes in their checks because they won’t have the canceled checks available
to them; and

This type of legislation has the potential of being devastating to our senior
citizens, who have often been victims of scams or who may lose their check book
unknowingly; now therefore be it

That the City Council hereby requests the City Clerk to notify our state
representatives and senators of our disapproval of this proposed legislation and
urge them to vote against this bill.
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Consent Order
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- Councillor Na]sh re: House

Bill 286 pending before the
legislature.

In City Council,

May 2, 1994
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