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Agenda # 1 Selling parcel of -land MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council _February 11, 1974
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

PLANNING BOARD

CITY HALL ANNEX, 57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 39

February 8, 1974

The Honorable, the City Council
-City Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Councillors:

In accordance with the requirements of City Ordinance 733, the
Planning Board has reviewed the request by Mr, J, R. Fennel,
President of Bioran Medical Laboratory, 9 Columbia Street, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts to purchase a piece of property owned by the
-City in the Austin Street Municipal Parking Lot. The Planning
Board recommends APPROVAL of the request, .

Background

Bioran Medical Laboratory has purchased the property located at

15 Columbia Street, which is adjacent to their property at 9 Columbia
Street. All parcels are located in the Central Square Business B
district. In nine years Bioran has increased its business from two
employees and an annual gross volume of $30, 000 to 115 employees
and a volume of $2,000, 000, ’

Bioran desires to purchase a strip of land which measures 10-1/2' x
39' in length and which is part of the Municipal Austin Street Parking
Lot. (see attached map) Bioran also requests access through the
parking lot to its property at 15 Austin for loading purposes,

The Planning Board has studied the issues and notes the following:

1. Bioran Medical Laboratory is an obvious asset to the City in tax
contributions and employment. Every effort to encourage such
firms to expand and remain in the city should be pursued.

. 2, The small strip of land which was to be a planting area in a re-
vised parking plan for the municipal lot and the removal of four
spaces for purposes of access will alleviate congestion that is
presently created by Bioran's vehicles loading and unloading on
Columbia Street, (see attached correspondcuce from George Teso,
Traffic Director,)



The Honorable, the City Council ~ Page 2, - January 31, 1974

' Based on the above findings and 'théjfavbrable rec}_ofhrhendaﬁon of the
Director of Parking and Traffic, the Planning Board recommends
favorable action on the request of Bioran Medical Laboratory. =

Very truly yours,

A (o

Arthur C. Parris
Chairman

ACP:jw

B S SR
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Cxti'Manager ;
City Hall - oo v
:Cambrxdge, Ma ssachueetts

-02139°

Dear Mr. Corcoran- :

i+ To review ohr meetmg of December 11 1973 in your office, Bioran

adJacent to our property at 9 Columbm Street.

between $300, 000 and $400, 000, " In order to make this expansion feasible
we would like to purchase from the City of Cambridge a strip of land in the =

which measures apprommately 10. 5 feet by 39 feet (406 Q.. ft. ). -

are uaable to'load and unload our veh:.cles or use the space‘in the rear of
15 Colmnb1a Street for employee parkmg.- 5

'We .have been in busmess at:\‘) Columbza ‘Street for nine years and'

employees to an annual gross ‘volume of $2, 000, 000 and ns employees W
durmg this period. We are deﬁmtely committing our company to future o
expansion in Cambridge and feel that the type of work we are: engaged in .
is an asset to the City of Gambridge. ‘We further feel that the expansion

in the future. N

) Also,' our‘employees do’ spend money m the retail 8 oree in Central

Square and we do hope to employ more Cambndge people as our buemess
ontmues to grow. : . g

hae purchased property located at 15 Columbia Street,"Cambridge' w}lich is

rear of 15 Columbia Street and adjacent to the Austin Street parkmg lot (183)

We wwh to expand our faciht1es and th1s vaouid iequire us to invest .

’I‘hls strxp of land blocke our access to 15 Columbza Street 80 that we
ur busmess has grown from an annual gross volume of $30, 000 and two R 0

of our present fac111t1es would e1gn1f1cantly mcrease our tax"contrlbutmn R




City Manager
December 13, 1973
Page 2 ‘

- Because of our growth 1f Bioran can not expand 1ts facilitxes we will
: be forced to-leave Cambridge. . We are prepared to paya premmm pnce for .

the_C:t‘y of Cambridge to the end that we. be permﬂ;ted to purchase this o :
additional stnp of land adjacent to our prOperty from the C;ty of Cambridge.

J. R. Fennell Ph D.
President




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE =~ =~
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To FNV.'Jéhn H..Corcoran}hCIfy Manager ' 'ihue“ May 24, I973. A
From M. George Teso, Traffic Director ' . " Reference
Subject "

.. Dear fr. Corcoran-

_ | have reviewed the proposal of M. J.R. Fennell President of : ‘
g'Bloran Medical Laboratory, 9 Columbia Street, Cambridge, Massachusetfs
"f;fo purchase a piece of property owned by the City in our Austin Street
and Columbia Street Municipal Parkung Lot, for the purpose of expanding
his company., :
_ The piece of land mentioned and shown on the enclosed plan was
: schedyied,fo*become a planting area under the plans to revise this pafkfng

" lot, thereby making this land useless, as far as parking was concerned,

_ Therefore, | see no reason why this land should not be sold to Mr. Fennell. :

. After talking to-Mr. Fennell, he was also interested in the ley

'_allownng him to use this piece of property for the purpose of loading and

unloading of his motor vehicles thaf are always ‘going in and out of his
‘ properfy.- The loading and unloadlng is now done on Columbia Street which

" does create a traffuc problem. To allow him to use. this area for this pur-
“pose would mean that we would have fo remove four (4) parking mefers from
_gthts area, _ ‘

U After dlsucssing this with Mr. Fennell, ‘he agreed that Tf | were- to’

;remove these four meters and allow his motor vehicles the right to enter his

-'properfy through the parking lot, he woulid be willing to pay a fee for this -

use. | would like to make thls clear that the removal of the meters does not - .

"~“mean that the parking lot would be used for loading and un!oadlng, it would

| ]',]only alfow him access to his property from the parking lot.

' i; it is my suggestion that a fump sum of $5,000.00 be charged for fhe use

‘j.of th!s properfy for as long as Mr. Fennell is Operafung at this. iocaflon.

- .



,'_Mf; John H. Corcoran o -2~ May 24, 1973.

AN

It Is also my opinion that this propbsal be approved, as it would = -
assist us in removing a traffic hazard on Columbia Street as well as '
assisting a taxpayer in sfayihg in the City.

. . . " t . ‘..\.. :.

Very truly yours,

George Teso _
- Traffic Director

‘ Enc.;""

GT:rd -
N
7
-
iy




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE |
INTEROFFICE‘ CORRESPONDENCE .

] i
. o S | |
To _ John H, Corcoran, City Manager ¢ Date  January 18,1974
| " Board of Assessors - N
From  Rudolph R, Russo, Chairman T §r o Reference
k 9 ‘ : v

_Subject

Dear Mr, Corcoran:

' In regard to your :Eonr@spondence
dated January 15, 1974 concerning 15 Reur Columbia
Street (Bioran Medical Laboratory), pldage be advised
that, the Board has reviewed the prop gr? the area,

and recent sales and appraisals, and"i 38 our opinion -
that the parcel has a real value to thd dbutter only
and at the same time would be adding property to the
tax roll, : o : '

: - Therefore, it is the opinion of the
Board that the parcel as indicated in your correspondence
- (10%* x 39') has a value of $300.00, » '

Very truly yours L |
\/’”u/ﬂw’w/ %; foad

- Rudolph /R, 'Russo, CAE, cMa
Chairman . »

" RRR:os



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JOHN H. CORCORAN . A . .
Coo Mansger AR - February 11, 1974

To the Honorable, the City Council:

Appended hereto please find commnication from
Arthur C.Parris, Chairman of the Planning Beard; addressed
to the City Council, dated February 8, 1974.

This communication recommends that the City sell to
.the Bioran Medical Laboratory of 9 Columbia Street, Cambridge,
a parcel of land which measures approximately 10'6" by 39'0",
as described on the attached plan. A previous value has been
placed on this property by the Board of Assessors of $300.00
and favorable vote to sell this parcel in accordance with the
Planning Board's recommendations is solicited at this time.

Very truly'yours,
ol
John H. Corcoran

City Manager

JHC/b
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Agénda #1 ‘7O

iSelling of parcel of land at the rear of
9 Columbia Street to the Bioran Medical

.Laboratory.
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In City Council,
February 1l<*1974
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