CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

City Hall Aﬁ'nex Inman & Broadway EXTENSION 344
To " Paul Healy, City Clerk
From Richard A. Lockhart Date “October 19, 1973

\‘Subject "North Cambridge Skating Rink Site Description

Following is a description of the approximate site bounds proposed for
the North Cambridge skating rink. I understand that you have requested
this information for attachment to the City Council Order of July 2, 1973
authorizing conveyance of this site to the Commonwealth.

Starting at the intersection of the northerly line of property owned now

or formerly by Lymons Trust with the easterly right of way line of

New Street, as proposed to be relocated, which intersection is 30.3 - feet
from the intersection of said property line Wlth the easterly right of way
line of existing New Street; thence, 407.5 Z T feet along said property line
until it intersects with the northerly line of properties owned now or = .
formerly by Waskken, Baretta & Malcolm; thence, easterly 195.30 & feet
along this latter property line; thence,p 1 "0 feet alorgan imaginery line
bearing NO05° 45' 00" W; thence, easterly 350.0 feet along an imaginery
line bearing N85° 10' 00" E; thence, northerly 370.0 feet along an imaginery
Ime bearing N29° 157 00" E; thence, westerly 360.0 feet along an imaginery

- line bearing $62° 03' 45" E until the intersection. of this line with the easterly

right of way line of New Street as proposed to be relocated; thence, southerly -
660% feet along said right of way line until the point of beglnmng '
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
City Hall Annex - Inman & Broadway - Cambridge, Mass. 02139

(617) 876-6800
EXTENSION 344

TO: Jchn H, Corcoran, City Marager
R &0
FROM: Robert A, Bowyer, Director DATE: November 20, 1972

SUBJECT: North Cambridge Skating Rick

In response to the City Council's request of November 13, 1972, we are
submitting plans showing the approximate location of the proposals for
the North Cambridge skating rink, The advantages and disadvantages of
the two proposed locations, New Street and Sherman Street, are listed
below:

New Street Site (MDC Preference No, 1) - Advantages

1. This site would be more appropriate for a regional facility because
of its accessibility to users from other cities and towns under the MDC's
jurisdiction, In addition, location of the rink on New Strset would
facilitate the MDC's maintenance and security act1v1t1es.

2, The New Street site would be f{ar enough from residential areas to
avoid disrupting the residential neighborhoods cf North and West Cam-
bridge.

3, A rink at this location would be compatible with regional shopping
facilities at the Fresh Pond Shopping Center, and would not conflict with
nearby commercial uses,

4, Adequate access is available to this site from the residantial areas
of North and West Cambridge, particularly if new roads ard/or walkways
are built through the Dump and a pedestrian overnass is installed at the
B & M Railroad tracks,

5. . The New Sireet site would have a minimum traffic impact on local
residential streets,

6. Provision of a new fire station in this area, as proposed in the
Capital Improvements Program (page 56), would increase the rink's
' security, ‘
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New Street Site - Disadvantages

1. The New Street site occupies a portion of the Dump which has the
least favorable subsoil conditions, due to the depth of refuse in this
area. Thus, the site would probably add to the MDC s construction
costs, since piles would be required through the refuse to the bearing
strata below., In addition, there would be a small premium for methane
gas control, and settlement might occur around the building, increasing
the need for on-going maintenance, These extra costs would probably
require that the MDC secure additional funds from the Legislature,

2. Construction of a rink at this location would increase the pressure
on the City to accelerate restoration of the Dump as a whole.

Sherman Street Site (MDC Preference No, 2) - Advantages

1., The Sherman Street site would be more convenient to the residents
of North and West Cambridge, both by foot and by car.

2. Subsoil conditions at this location are more stable than those at
New Street. Although pilings probably would be required, the additional
funding, which might be necessary, would be less than that needed to
construct a rink at New Street.

3, The Sherman Street location is already established as a recreation
facility. '

4., This site has been recommended by the North Cambridge Skating
Rink Task Force, and is consistent with the City's position during the
past two years, '

5. Construction of the rink at the Sherman Street location could be at
a somewhat lower cost to the MDC and could be started sooner if re-
construction of the ball field it displaces did not have to be completed
before displacement,

Sherman Street Site Disadvantages

1., Sherman Street is not readily accessible to MDC security cars or
to users from other cities and towns under the MDC's jurisdiction,
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2. This site is in the midst o a residential area, and would not be
compatible with the surrounding neighborhood due to the noise, early
morning and late night use, crowds of people, and bright lights as-
sociated with regional skating facilities. The rink itself is a large
structure relative to the nearby residential buildings, and would be
physically out of character in that location,

3, The rink would introduce additional traffic, including cars from out-
of-town, on local residential streets such as Sherman, Garden, and
Walden.,

4, At least one ball diamond at St, Peter's Field would be dislocated
by the rink,

5, A rink at this location would be adjacent to an existing City play-
ground, a situation which conflicts with MDC criteria for selecting
rink sites,

6, The MDC has made construction of the rink at Sherman Street con-
ditional upon the City's development of five adjacent acres of recreation
space, :

Conditions Common to Both Sites

1. A rink at either New Street or Sherman Street would be unlikely to
conflict with other development on the Dump since both sites are in a
peripheral location,

2. Bus service is available within walking distance of both New Street
and Sherman Street,

3. The rink would be compatible with other large scale recreation
facilities which might be developed on the dump,

4. Présent traffic loads at the intersection of Concord Avenue and Fresh

Pond Parkway are extremely heavy, and a rink at either New Street or
Sherman Street would increase the volume of traffic at this intersection,

Other Pertinent Information

1, The cost of the North Cambridge skating rink, wherever it is located,
will be apportioned among all cities and towns under the MDC's jurisdic-
tion, according to a complicated formula which is based essentially on

population figures and taxable property valuations.
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2, Approximately 20 parking spaces are sufficient for an MDC skating
rink since the greatest automobile use is that of parents who drop off
and pick up their children,

3, The present effort to plan for the future development of the Dump
will be completed within three months., However, in my judgement it
is NOT necessary to delay a decision on the location of the rink until
the plans for the Dump have been finalized, The location of the rink
at either New Street or Sherman Street will be considered as a ''given"
during the planning process for the Dump,

Conclusion and Recommendation

Taking into consideration the many factors mentioned above, neither the
New Street site nor the Sherman Street site is obvieusly preferable to
the other. Although Sherman Street is somewhat more convenient to
residential areas, and the subsoil conditions at this location will cause
less of a delay in construction, New 'Street appears to be a better site
because of its greater general .accessibility and its lesser impact on
residential areas. In conclusion, we lean toward the location of the
MDC facility at New Street because it could be better in terms of the
long range development of the Dump, would have less of a nggative .
impact on the nearby residential areas, and would provide the better
combination of regional and local accessillity,
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ccM-101

@ity of Cambridge

"IN'CITY COUNCIL |
June 25, 1973

ORDERED:=

It is ordered that in accordance with the provi-

sions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15, and pur=-

j suant to the notification from the City Manager. that the
land described in his communication is no longer required

' for public purposes of the City of Cambridge, the convey-

~ence of said land by the City Manager to the Commonwealth'h
of Massachusetts is hereby authorized and the minimum
amount to be paid for said conveyance by the Commonwealth
of MassaChusetts shall be one doilar. This authorization
is subject to execution of a deed and any other'agreements
relative to site and building design and use considered

by the City Manager to be appropriate for said land.

o C‘uv Gl Su\u 2 \u
pled by yed aer) nay Vote

%5 . C}. - Absmt_»_g_‘)__.
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CCM-101

IN CITY COUNCIL .

June 25, 1973

ComommEDi-

It is ofdered that in accordance with the provi-
siohs of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 15, and pur-
suant to the notification from the City Manager that the
land described in his communication is no longer required
for public purposes of the City of Cambridge, the convey-
ance of said land by the City Manager to the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is hereby authorized and the minimum
amount to be paid for said conveyance by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts shall be one dollar, This authorization
is subject to execution of a deed and an& other agreements
relative to site and building design and use considered

by the City Manager to be appropriate for said land,
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Uity of Camhridge

INCITY counc, -
x' . December k, 1912

Councillor Owens.
ORDERED:

. Rink as proposed by the Metropolitan District co-nuiou. L ‘. .
- AND BE IT FURTHER ORDFRED: _ » o | ‘ , | L
That the City Manager be and hereby is rcquutod io't : o N ; -

.37 ° 1, Take the necessary steps rovide for the ion of ap
T coveredeo‘v}grpasgrgver ghe Bogton and Maine q‘r acks tor m

. of all children using this facility prior to the opening of this fasility,

- 2, To confer with the M,D.C., with a view toward making this site a complete Jur N
’ L round recreation facility for all appropriate athletic activitiu.

3. To provide for the repair, reatoration and reponstruction of New Street .
with appropriate lighting to service this proposed recreational facility.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT June 25, 1973
JOHN H. CORCORAN
City Manager

The Honorable, the City Council
City Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Councillors:

- Attached is a proposed order authorizing conveyance to the Commonwealth of a
7.2-acre parcel of former City dump land on New Street for construction by
the MDC of a skating rink and other recreation uses,

On December &, 1972, the Council unanimously ordered that it go on record
favoring a site on New Street for the MDC facilities. A copy of this order

is attached, The Planning and Development Department then worked out a site
location and configuration that would minimize restrictions on development S
' of" the rest of the dump, based on that Department's analysis of the dump's

land use potential, The site is shown on the attached sketch map, At its
meeting of May 16, 1973, the MDC voted to approve this site., The Engineering
Department is now surveying the site preparatory to execution of a deed, and
terms of the deed are being prepared to cover the development and use of the
'site similar to the terms of the deed for the East Cambridge MDC rink site ..
and pursuant to paragraph 2 of the December 4 Couficil order, This work will

be completed within the next week or soj but to allow the MDC to start work

on the site before the fall, I recommend passage of the attached order, which
is subject to execution of a deed and other agreements that I may find rele=-
vant*to the interests of Cambridge.

. 7‘ S

Chapter 40, Section 15 of the General Laws requires that the City Manager notify
the City douncil that a City-owned site is no longer required for public purpose
afid that the Council authorize conveyance of the site by a two-thirds vote be-
fore the conveyance is made. I can assure the Council that since the City dump
18 now closed and in view of what the MDC will be developing on this site, it
islnot‘required for any other public purpose. .

I can also assure the Council that I am mindful of the Council®s concerns re=-"
garding 4 footbridge over the Boston & Maine Railroad tracks - and improvements
td New - Street, ascited in the Order of December 4, 1972 and I am continuing
my efforts “in those directions,

ay
)

Very truiy yours,

Lona W

o Ty o

S .
t e ) ' ohn H, Corcoran
‘ ity Manager
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Gomm. frbchohn H ‘Corcoraﬁ, Cify Manager
relatlve}to propbsed order “attthorizing

:conveyange o the. Comménwealth of a 7. 3
~acre parcel of former Clﬁyadump 1and/for”

the constructlon of 8 skatlng rink and
other recreatlbn uses., S
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