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Gitizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—uwill severely impair the integrity
and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site. -

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use; and diminished
property values are not acceptable. ‘ '
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Gitizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity
and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site. "

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake.fluid, grease,
.. and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished -
- property values are not acceptable. ’
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Gitizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the

City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and.the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage-lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts:
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity

and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site.

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished

- property values are not acceptable. ) _
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Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity

and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site.

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in.place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake: fluid; grease;

and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished.
property values are not acceptable. :
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Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed Car-storage lots;-garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts:
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity
and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site.

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished

Ve

property values are not acceptable.
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Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, her:eby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts

___ warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity
and safety of our.community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site. -

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished™ ™
property values are not acceptable.
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Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, here}by petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and Spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity

- and safety of our.community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play nearthis-particularsite. = R N

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages;
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor.oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished
property values are not acceptable.
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Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE.

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays: unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and

~banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auta parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity
and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site. " ’

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages,
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished
property values are not acceptable, :
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-criviceient 01 N dUNAIng, sanitation, zening, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffi

C congestion, parking shontages,
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litte

. spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease, /7,
. and-other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished 5
propeny values are not acceptable.
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" I urging the Council to take legal dction, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages, -

- blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,

and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished (4/5
propeny values are not acceptable.
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" blocked sidewalks and other pedestrnian hazards, litter, spe?n motor'oxl, brake fluid, gr'ease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished
property values are not acceptable. @
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and other flammable waste products

» Visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished
property values are not acceptable. :
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. P srgreyg wee wvdvn v @ne icyal actuuig, ave cdil Upon our electeda representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages,
blocked sidewalks and.other pedestrian hazards, litter;. spent: motor oil; brake fluid: grease;
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- enfércement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages,
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,

and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished @
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property values are:not.acceptable. .+ ..

SIGNATURE " PRINTED NAME ADDRESS PHONE

N

o~

/

%m Lky Zﬁma//j/ , el Sk Ré 25945y 0
Wﬂjfﬁé@ /V/GW@L //f’/l//))? /L2 Gl SIAK ) 35?‘775/0

T~
S0
v

\

A

)

/

ﬁ @ﬁ%ﬂé} AitH _ AawsRy /3 60lh STAR Bb-35H-4%

] -

M 0‘2 am ,o'(/Lzﬂ y “Jusiao Landey /3 bold:Slar Road 1354 4746x.

o

% - ]
TN Ll Q. Wﬂ%@%f&%vm?%%ﬁw&p o [ Gold'STar< lécL‘ 359-%% 90 -
’ : : f;'— ERA PN & ‘ e R o S S o R “in




/
’ /0 /

LCE G HEHT
/7”/,0#17»&(/7‘ ///WVIO 47&’?7)’7

T vx_,-wr“
ey " FO

@MWJ@W paleE) £ LenAs) %wmﬁacz pape AVE
i @ j//é%‘&/ | Sue fiy e 27 Vhnan, 02837 359~ 71577
I l ,

o Bl amrea.

SIGNATURE PEINTED NAME ADDRESS PHONE

g OBLer N) Lﬂm%oq/wé |
M/é% 349 w7 AT 5/
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| NORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

May 1, 1995

Cambridge City Council
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

'Re: Midas Muffler curb cut application
(Stanley Litchman, 10 Clarendon Avenue)

To the Honorable Members of the City Council:

By unanimous vote, the Stabilization Committee urges you to deny the curb cut
requested by Midas Mulffler, which seeks to extend its operations onto the
residentially zoned lot at 10 Clarendon Avenue in North Cambridge.

BACKGROUND

Hundreds of nearby residents—including 120 senior citizens who live in the Daniel F.
Burns Apartments, the 199-unit public housing complex for the elderly and disabled
operated by the Cambridge Housing Authority—have previously petitioned the City
Council demanding a halt to Midas’s expansion at this location and protesting the
company’s subversion of city planning policies and zoning laws (see Attachment A).

With public funds provided by the City Manager, the Planning Board in 1991 took ;
the extraordinary step of suing the Board of Zoning Appeal members who usurped
the City Council’s zoning power by improperly approving Midas’s plans for the two- |
story cinder-block annex that now stands vacant on Massachusetts Avenue.

Although a judge dismissed the suit as untimely, there remains no doubt that this
slapdash structure flagrantly violates the North Massachusetts Avenue Overlay
District regulations, not only in its clumsy “design,” undesirable siting, and
dangerous, unsightly parking scheme, but also in its intended use as an auto repair
garage and spare parts warehouse. These guidelines were unanimously adopted as
law by the City Council in 1986 following a protracted community planning process.
(Significantly, no court has ever ruled that the BZA permit is valid or that it affords
Midas sufficient relief from the restrictions of the zoning ordinance, which assigns
sole jurisdiction over the Overlay District to the Planning Board.)

" William J. O’Hearn, Cochair * 11 Dudley Street » Cambridge, MA 02140  (617) 876-1674



Cambridge City Council
May 1, 1995
Page 2

In November 1992, after months of public testimony, a formal hearing, and much
debate, the City Council was unified in its response to citizen concerns about Midas’s
expansion and the associated breakdown in city zoning enforcement. By a vote of

8 to 0, the councilors formally asked the Cambridge License Commission to refrain
from licensing Midas’s new facility (Attachment B).

After a separate public hearing and a site inspection by the commission chairman
(who himself observed a near-accident), the License Commission voted
unanimously to withhold the requested garage permits. The commissioners asked
Midas to resolve the zoning issues, devise a traffic safety plan, and meet with the
neighbors to discuss their concerns (Attachment C). To date, Midas has not done so.

CURB CUT HISTORY

In June of 1992 Midas’s contractors unlawfully removed the public sidewalk and
curbing at 10 Clarendon Avenue without seeking or obtaining the required
excavation, traffic, and utility company permits, police supervision, of City Council
approval. After an elderly passerby slipped and fell, neighbors complained and the
preexisting walkway, curbing, and driveway cut were restored by order of the
Superintendent of Streets and Sidewalks.

More recently, rather than ask the City Council for permission to build the needed
driveway, Midas sued the city in Superior Court. The company’s effort to legalize
commercial access to the lot via the existing curb cut was unsuccessful,

Meanwhile, disregarding repeated cease-and-desist orders issued by the Inspectional
Services Department (e.g., Attachment D), Midas continues to use the existing
driveway and to park cars on the Clarendon Avenue lot, which is not set back,
screened, lit, striped, or landscaped in accordance with normal city requirements and
has not been certified for occupancy.

COMMITTEE CONCERNS

As indicated by its curb cut application, Midas has not obtained abutter approval
from the current owners of 14 Clarendon Avenue—the one residential property that
actually abuts the proposed eight-car parking lot. Under the auspices of the
Stabilization Committee and Homeowner’s Rehab, this two-family house was
recently redeveloped with city funds as long-term affordable housing. Allowing
intrusive commercial activity to occur immediately next door would not only
unreasonably disrupt the current occupants’ tranquil enjoyment of the residence but
would also undermine the city’s continuing interest in promoting affordable home
ownership and residential rental opportunities at 14 Clarendon.
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It is immediately clear from Midas's site plans (Attachments E1 and E2) that the
requested driveway cannot function safely and without creating noise, fumes, traffic
congestion, and other disturbances. The parcel is too small to accommodate eight
cars efficiently and the parking plan includes no turning aisles or maneuvering
space. Vehicles with faulty brakes, defective steering, and broken exhaust systems
would continually be backing out over the sidewalk, honking, slamming doors,
double-parking, idling incessantly, and blocking the street, sidewalk, and adjacent
driveways, even when the cramped lot was not filled to capacity.

Pedestrian traffic here regularly consists of infirm elders and handicapped residents
from the Burns Apartments, together with minors attracted by the recently
renovated public playground and tot lot located directly across Clarendon Avenue.
Permitting such a poorly designed commercial driveway to be created at this
sensitive location seems especially risky.

Moreover, the proposed driveway would further reduce the limited oni-street
parking space currently available to neighborhood residents and users of the park. In
October of 1991, safety problems related to Midas prompted the Traffic and Parking
Department to ban on-street parking on Clarendon Street adjacent to the main
facility (Appendix F).

Since Midas has no driveway access to its garage bays from Clarendon Avenue,

sanctioning its use of the Clarendon Avenue parking lot as requested would not
only increase traffic volume in the area but also seriously aggravate the existing
traffic flow hazards and parking problems reported by neighbors. These include

* cars from Midas being brake-tested on Clarendon Avenue and test-driven
in reverse along this residential side street;

¢ unlawfully parked cars from Midas obstructing the sidewalk, street, and
fire hydrant and obscuring driver and pedestrian visibility near the corner
of Clarendon and Massachusetts avenues;

* cars illegally making U-turns on Massachusetts Avenue when entering or
- exiting Midas because there is no median cut opposite the main entrance; and

* cars turning left from Clarendon and driving southbound in the
northbound lanes of Massachusetts Avenue in order to access Midas’s
main lot. ' '
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Cambridge City Council
May 1, 1995
Page 4

Not surprisingly, traffic accidents and injuries have occurred repeatedly at this
intersection (e.g., see Attachment G). The danger to pedestrians is complicated by the
extremely narrow, cracked, obstructed, and uncurbed sloping sidewalk that runs
along the entire length of Midas’s frontage on Massachusetts Avenue, which at this
point is a heavily traveled, high-speed thoroughfare.

CONCLUSION

All of these considerations—community opinion, public safety and convenience,
city planning and zoning policies, vehicular traffic and parking control issues,
pedestrian activity, the effect on private property values and domestic tranquility,
the impact on nearby public housing and recreational uses, concerns about the
particular vulnerability of children, elders, and others with physical limitations—all
of these lead us to believe that the driveway in question, the accessory parking lot,
and the additional garage bays proposed by Midas Muffler would prove detrimental
to the neighborhood.

For these reasons, we hope that you will vote to protect the public interest and deny
the requested curb cut. Please contact me if you have any questions, and thank you
for considering the committee’s viewpoint as you deliberate.

Sincerely yours,

VL Ol
William J. O’'Hearn
Cochair, NCSC

Attachments:

A. Citizen Petition to Muffle Midas and Protect North Mass. Ave.

B. City Council Order of November 23, 1992 (Calendar Item Number 4)
C. Cambridge License Commission decision of November 30, 1992

D. ISD Cease-and-Desist Order of April 19, 1994

E. Site Plans for 10 Clarendon Avenue

F. Traffic and Parking Department Memo of December 4, 1992



Citizen Petition to MUFFLE MIDAS and PROTECT NORTH MASS. AVE. C
. A

We, the undersigned residents of North Cambridge, hereby petition the
City Council to STOP the expansion of the Midas Muffler garage across
from Clarendon Park and the Burns Apartments.

This ugly, oversize auto-repair facility—with its clumsy two-story annex and spare-parts
warehouse; seven garage bays; unenclosed car-storage lots; garish, obtrusive signs and
banners; inadequate, unscreened parking aprons; open-air dump bin for rotted auto parts;
ramshackle sheds; and bulky industrial storage containers—will severely impair the integrity
and safety of our community, posing a particular threat to the many elders, disabled persons,
and children who live and play near this particular site.

In urging the Council to take legal action, we call upon our elected representatives to compel
enforcement of the building, sanitation, zoning, and licensing laws put in place to protect our
neighborhood. Excessive noise, exhaust fumes, traffic congestion, parking shortages,
blocked sidewalks and other pedestrian hazards, litter, spent motor oil, brake fluid, grease,
and other flammable waste products, visual blight, irrational land use, and diminished

property values are not acceptable.
APT, N7
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

SUSAN B. SCHLESINGER,

Assistant City Manager for*:

Community Development

To:

From:

Re:

Date:

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT @
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City Council

Susan Schlesinger B
Assistant City Manager for Community Development

Midas Muffler/2503 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts

February 26, 1996

The Planning Board at the February 20, 1996 meeting requested the
attached materials related to the Midas Muffler case be forwarded

to you.

These materials represent the Planning Board’s point of

-~ view on this case. ‘

City Hall Annex

57 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
617 349-4600

Fax: 617 349-4669
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CITY OF GAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

" PLANNING BOARD

. =

——

May 30, 1991

Mr. Joseph Cellucci, Commissioner
Inspectional Services Department
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Commissioner:

As you are undoubtedly aware the Planning Board petitioned the Land Court to be allowed to
intervene in the ongoing appeal by residents of a special permit granted by the Board of Zoning
Appeal for development at 2503 Massachusetts Avenue and 10 Clarendon Avenue (j.e. Midas
Muffler Case #5819). The Court denied the request. . A UPRNOUIE
The Planning Board's interest was not in a challenge to the validity of the permit granted, as a BZA
permit was clearly necessary, but rather to assert the Planning Board’s jurisdiction to issue a -
special permit as well under the requirements of Section 11.108 of the Massachusetts Avenue
Overlay District: the waiver of the use requirements of Section 11.106 and the design standards of
Section 11.107 are the two most conspicuous examples. There is no authorization in the Zoning
Ordinance which would permit the Board of Zoning Appeal to grant permits required from the
Planning Board. Furthermore, each BZA decision explicitly cautions that all other requirements of
the City of Cambridge must be met before authorization to proceed is granted.

There has been no action to date by the Board of Appeal or your office which would preclude the
issuance of a further special permit by the Planning Board. Therefore the Board requests that, at
the conclusion of the appeal and hefore the issuance of a building permit for any work on the site,
the permittee be directed to apply for and secure a special permit from the Planning Board as
required by the Massachusetts Avenue Overlay District. You will of course want to review the
approved site plans and the applicable provisions of the Massachusetts Avenue Overlay District.
Should you reach a different conclusion we would ask you to convey your thoughts to the Board in
a timely manner. We do expect, however, that you will find the Planning Board’s jurisdiction clear.

Sincerely,
Paul Dietrich, Chairman
Cambridge Planning Board

cc: Robert W. Healy, City Manager
Don Drisdell, Deputy City Solicitor
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January 8, 1991

Regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Cambridge Planning
Board. Partial minutes.

Board members present: Alfred Cohn, Clarence Cooper, Hugh v
Russell, David Kennedy, Acheson callaghan, and Paul Dietrich

cDD staff present: Michael Rosenberg, Mary Flynn, Roger Boothe,
Lester Barber, and Liza Malenfant

puring the General Business portion of the meeting the Planning
Board members present heard from Michael Brandon, 27 Seven Pines
Road and Richard Clarey, 15 Brookford Road, discussing the Board
- of Zoning Appeal Case #5819 - 10-Cla:enddantreet. .This .case

involved the granting of a special pérmit'to»construdt a two

-:gtory building with three garage bays for the expansion of an
automobile use, Midas Muffler Shop,-and for tandem parking indth?;bf,

setback requirement. specifically the Planning Board was asked
to participate in the pending jawsuit against the Board of Zoning
Appeal for granting the special permit. .

Mr. Brandon and Mr. Clarey outlined their view of the case;
specifically that the special permit issued was at least
inadequate in that a number of variances were required and that
another special permit was required from the Planning Board as
required by the North Massachusetts Avenue Overlay District. As
some original parties to the suit had withdrawn, Mr. Clarey was
asking the court to permit other parties to substitute for those
who had withdrawn; the Planning Board was asked if:they would
allow themselves to one of the new objectors, as the Board would
clearly have standing in the case.

The Planning Board voted unanimously to investigate the case;
this investigation would cover the adequacy of the permits
granted, as well as the requirements of the North Massachusetts
Avenue Overlay District as applied to this site. Should the
staff find merit in claims made by Messrs Clarey and Brandon they
were authorized to request funding from the manager to permit the
Board to hire its own council to take appropriate action . The
motion was made by Mr. Cohen and seconded by Mr. Cooper, and ,
unanimously adopted, to authorized the staff in consultation with
Mr. Dietrich, to investigate the matter, seek permission from the
Manager if warranted, and to proceed with appropriate action.




February 8, 1989
To: The Board of Zoning Appeal
From: The Planning Board

Re: BZA cases 5819 - 5825

The Planning Board has a comment on the variance
request from the Midas Muffler Shop, Case #5819.
The Planning Board's position is to discourage

automobile oriented uses on Massachusetts Avenue
and the policy of the Board is not to grant non-~

residential uses in the residential zones.

The rest of the cases are left to the Board of
Zoning Appeal without comment. :
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Calendar Item Number #4

IN CITY COUNCIL

November 23, 1992

COUNCILLOR WOLF

ORDERED:

That this City Council go on record requesting the License Commission to deny
the application of Yoffa Company, Inc., doing business as Midas Muffler Shops,
for an increase in its auto repair garage from four cars and keeping the storage

of forty gallons of gasoline in tanks of cars only to seven cars and the keeping.

and storage of seventy gallons of gasoline in tanks of cars only at 2501
Massachusetts Avenue. -

In City Council November 23,. 1992.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight. members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true Copy, ‘ A
5. Maarganrs KFruwr
ATTEST:- ' (/ d

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk



CAMBRIDGE LICENSE COMMISSION
CIlTYy OF CAMBRIDGE

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., 1ST FLOOR, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 « TEL. 349-6140

ALEX RODRIGUEZ ’ HENRY BREEN

Commission Chairman

C

¢

Police Representative

Commission Member

KEVIN FITZGERALD

Chiel-ot-Fire Department
Commission Member

November 30, 1992

F. Stanley Litchman
Yoffa Company, Inc.
d/b/a Midas Muffler
2501 Massachusetts Ave.

~Cambridge, Ma. 02140

Re: Increase in Garage and Gasoline license
4 to 7 bays

Dear Mr. Litchman:
- : v 1]
Please be advised that the License Commission has voted 3-0 to
place on hold, your application heard November 24, 1992.

For reason for this delay is to allow you get approval from
the zoning department with regard to this increase. Please contact
them as soon as possible to work out this approval.

Also, this Commission would llke to see a plan submitted as to
the issues of. safety expressed by the nelghborhood Please submit
to this office a plan which would address the issues of children in
the area and the traffic and accident problems that would affect
them.

The Commission also recommends that you speak with the
neighborhood group with regard to their concerns, particularly
those which involve the children of the area and the possibility of
accidents on Mass. Ave.

Please report back to this Commission and we will set up a
continued hearing after the holidays, to hear the results.

wettemees s s e e e mmm e T L e AT VST Tl 4 RS Y . @ TIOAON MO e S gL e e e

RICHARD V. SCALI
Commission Executive Officer



If you should wish to appeal this decision, you may do so to
the Middlesex Superior Court, within 60 days of receipt of this
decision pursuant to M.G.L. c. 249, s.4.

Sincerely yours,

Richard V. Scali
Executive Officer

cc: Robert W. Healy, City Manager-Council Order #4, 11/23/92
Alex Rodriguez, Chairman

Kevin Fitzgerald, Fire Chief

William Burke, Police Captain A
Joseph Cellucci, Inspectional Services

John Campbell, Esgqg.

James Rafferty, Esq.

Ken May

Esther Gibson

Mary Bannon

McNamara Buck

Ann Barnes :

Stuart Dash, Community Development

Joseph Costello

Richard Clarey, North Cambridge Stabilization Chair
Joseph Joseph

Michael Brandon

Howard Bauchner

Diane Wynshaw-Boris, Law Dept.

Mary Ellen Vera, Council Order #4, 11/23/92



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE @

INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 831 MASS. AVE,
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 (417) 349-6100

RCBERT R. BERSANI
Managing Director/

hemma Commusener : ' April 19, 1994
General Manager '

Midas Muffler Inc.

2501 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA

RE: Violation of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance

Géntleman:

On two separate occasions within the past two weeks, vehicles were
cbserved parked in the lot at the rear of your establishment. As
this lot has not been issued a certificate of occupancy, the use of
it is a violation of the City of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance.

Accordingly, you are directed to immediately cease and desist the
parking of vehicles in this lot. If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact me. !

Sincerely,

AT B

R. R. Bersani
Managing Director/
Acting Commissioner
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE @

~Traffic and Parking
57 Inman Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

George Teso Administraton 3494700
Director . Parkdng Violatons 3494705

_ Resident Parking 3494701
T0: Robert Hgaly, City Manager :
%
FROM: “’Ggor e Teso, Traffic Director
SUBJECT: Calendar Item #4 datad [1/23/92, Ref: “Concerns With Midas"

DATE: Decamber 4, 1992

At the request of the residents and Police Commissioner Anderson, we
have investigated Clarendon Avenue near Massachusetts Avenue. We found
that the sight distances were very limited by vehicles parking along the
Midas site. Also with parking on both sides of Clarendon Avenue, there
was only one travel lane at the corner. Therefore, to increasgithe
sight distance and allow for two travel lanes on Clarendon Avente,
parking has been restricted along the Midas property on.Clarendon
and Massachusetts Avenues. The signs were installed on October 20, 1992.

According to the Cambridge Police, there were five reported
accidents since December 1, 199] . There have been no accidents since
the clearance signs were installed. We will continue to monitor this
intersection and will take additional action, if required.
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Consent Communication #6
Petition received from the North Cambridge
Stabilization Committee urging the City COuncil

to deny the curb cut application for 10
Clarendon Avenueat Midas Muffler.

In City Council May 8, 1995
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