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Uity of Cambridge
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IN CITY COUNCIL
April 14, 1997

COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR REEVES

MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

. WHEREAS: From 1915 - 1923, one and one-half million Armenians died from starvation and
massacre in the Armenian Genocide; and

WHEREAS: On Friday, April 25, 1997 at 11:00 a.m. at the State House in Boston, the 82nd
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide will be held; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the citizens of Cambridge be cognizant of and participate in this
commemoration of this tragic period in history.

In City Council April 14. 1997
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members. -
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.
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D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk

A true copy;
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A journey through the generations

By Carol Galginaitis
Mother of two
hen I was a kid, my mother
ran the household while my
father taught physics at a
nearby university. We usually spent
each summer traveling by car from
the Atlantic to the Pacific to spend
several weeks with our California
relatives.

I remember those long-distance
trips with great fondness, I have
“#yivid memories of my three brothers
and me devouring
a halfgallon of

PARENTS

harbor, and I was acutely aware of
Evan’s elbow in my side, as well as
Jake’s long legs draped over my lap
as we waited for the program to start.
Finally, the stage came to life and the
dances began. That’s when the real
trouble started.

“This is totally stupid,” Jake said
in a loud voice that carried easily
over the water. “Why can’t we go
home?’ :

“Shhhh,” I
hissed at him,
and suggest-
ed that he

pepper;nint ice distract him-
cream by our

campﬁrg, know- looldtsleglfa%m
ingitwould [SSSSIECCITRIIIIERE e

combing an Voice be_in;g inspired by
empty beach with the heavens, Jake

my father, searching for gorgeous
chunks of jade. And I'll never forget

~<zone Fourth of July in the Montana

Rockies, as I caught my brother by
surprise when I landed a snowball
squarely on the back of his bare legs.

I am sustained by these childhood
images: They define my vision of a
loving, caring family. As a result, I
have tried very hard to structure my
life in such a way that my kids —
Jake and Evan — and I can spend
the summer together traveling, talk-
ing and creating memories.
However, there are many moments
when I wonder if it is futile to try to

replicate my experiences, if today’s
families can no longer tolerate the
intense closeness that these summers
demand.

Such.a:moment.eccurred to me
this past summer, as the boys and 1
sat with my mother on a beautiful
beach in Monterey, Calif., to view
the annual Festival of Lanterns.
Several hundred of us were wedged
tightly onto a small beach facing the

“and Evan began a fierce competition

to find the most outrageously scato-
logical description of the clouds as
they raced across the sky. The kids
grew more raucous by the moment.

I was extremely embarrassed —
and very angry. I wanted them to
behave themselves and appreciate
the beauty of their surroundings.

“Maybe we’ve been together too
long,” I thought, sht ddenng as I con-

trip to Vancouver.#*Why do I bother
planning these vacations,” I asked
myself critically. “The kids continu-
ally remind mt;tﬁat they’d rather be
back at home Wwith their friends. It’s a
lot of work for me,§and maybe I’'d be
better off concentrating on my career.
After all, who’s going to take me
seriously if I disappear for two
months every year?’

I reflected on how peaceful my
own childhood trips had been with
my mother, father and brothers and -
wondered where I had gone wrong.
As I heard Jake call Evan a jerk, and

Bahy Faire

ore than 500 babies will

compete for the fitle of fastest

crawler in the Baby Derby
races at Boston’s Biggest Baby Faire
to be held April 5 & 6 at the Bayside
Expo Center in Boston.

-+ The fifth annual fair features 150
exhibitors with the latest in child
care, services and products.
Throughout the weekend, roving car-
toon characters and children’s per-
formers add an array of creative
entertainment for the whole family.

The highlight of the weekend is the
hourly races held with babies show-

ing off their fastest crawl. During the
Baby Derby heats, 10 babies drool to
the finish to then compete for the title.

The fifth annual Boston’s Biggest
Baby Faire runs Saturday, April 5
and Sunday, April 6, 10 am. to 6
p.m. Admission is $7 for adults; chil-
dren are free. A portion of the ticket
sales benefit the United Way of
Massachusetts Bay’s Success By 6
program.

For further information, call
the KISS 108 Cityline at
(617) 395-KISS, ext. BABY.

— B. Mathieu

Park at the 375 Lon,
and have your ticket

Temple Israel Religious School Open House

Temple Israel, the area's largest Reform Congregation, is
renowned for the quality of its K-12 Religious School. Our
innovative curriculum and nurturing staff are sensitive to the needs
of children including those from interfaith and single-parent homes.
Come, see for yourself! Please come to the Temple Isracl Open
House to learn more about the Temple and its education program.

11:45am, Sunday April 13
F&r more information, call the Temple at 566-3960.

ood Ave. Garage
idated at the Temple

felt the kick that Evan had intended
for his brother, I wondered how 1
would ever get off that crowded
beach without physically maiming
my children.

Thankfully, before I landed my
first blow, an image popped into my
head of a long-forgotten moment
from my childhood. I was about 6
years old, and was with my family
on our annual sojourn west. We had

stopped at a gas station, where I went

inside to use the bathroom. When I
came out, our car was gone. I stood,
confused, for about a minute before I
burst into tears. A fellow traveler, an
elderly gentleman, asked me what
was wrong. When I told him, he took

-me inside, placed me in a chair and

promptly bought me an orange soda.
“They’ll be right back,” he promised
me. I wasn’t convinced.

Of course, my mother and father
did return, probably within a few
moments. I remember running into
my mother’s arms, sobbing, and her
saying over and over, “I’m so sorry,
honey. I am so, so sorry.”

I didn’t learn the rest of the story.
for several days. It seems that my
harried parents, traveling for days
with four children under 10 years
old, had asked if everyone had
returned to the car. My older broth-
ers, knowing full well that I was not
there, had promptly responded,
“Yup, let’s get going.” It had taken
my parents a few moments of drive
time to realize that they had been
duped.

Now, let me assure you that I love
my brothers, and they love me. We
talk and visit often. But when I was
6, they didn’t really like me. I was
much too prissy, too clearly on the
side of the adults for their rebellious
tastes. They felt I needed to learn a
lesson, so they took on the role of
life instructor.

Obviously, our relationships back
then were far from perfect, despite
my now rosy memories and impres-
sion that I lived the perfect child-
hood. T fought with my brothers,
declared my hatred for my parents,

Intimate relationships of all types are tough to navigate, especially when you expect that
the road will be well-paved, marked with reflector tape and carefully graded.

and acted selfish.and unconcemed
about all of them on a regular basis.

- Nevertheless, they hung in there.
Each morning, we all gathered
around the breakfast table, ready to
start another day filled with minor
irritations, major disagreements and
hurt feelings. Over time, we all
learned that the harsh words fade, the
anger dlssxpates but the commitment
to each other remains.

Intimate relationships of all types
are tough to navigate, especially
when you expect that the road will
be well-paved, ed with reflector
tape and carefully graded.

The truth is, most routes are rid-
dled with pothofes and construction

sites. You somehow have to negofi-

ate the trouble spots if you are deter-
mined to arrive at your destination.
Along the way, you spend a lot of
time spinning your wheels or fixing

flat tires. But if you never start the
journey, you never catch the blaze of
color illuminating the hillside on a
crisp October day, or the sun setting
across a tranquil pond — the images
that endure and connect us to our
world and to those who inhabit it.
So I will continue our summer-
long excursions, despite knowing
that several times along the way I
will dream longingly of month leng
sleep-away camp. I hope that some
day, Jake and Evan will look back on
their night in Monterey under tfie
stars and remember the caress of the
summer breeze, the smell of the sea
and the warmth of the crowd. But I
hope they also realize that those
‘moments of splendor would never
have occurred if we hadn’t tolerated
a little messiness along the way —
the messiness that ultimately builds
depth, commitment and loyalty. [J

APRIL 12th

Cohasset » Marblehead
No. Attleborough
Northhampton
Springfield
Westport = Worcester

Last Name

Spring into action...

STEP OUT AGAINST
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS!

THE:MS-WALK™

FOR Mo TPl E SCLEROSIS

REGISTER TODAY

First Name

APRII 13th

Boston » Concord
Greenfield
Haverhill - Hyannis
Pittsfield « Plymouth
Southbridge

Address
Home Phone

City

State

Sex M- F
Zip

Date of Birth

I would like to form an MS WALK team

71/1x985

To Register mail today to the National MS Society, Massachusetts Chapter,
101 First Ave., Suite #6, Waltham, MA 02154 or
Fax (617)890-2089/(508)291-2448/ E-Mail address: mam101firs@aol.com

For more information Call 1-800-493-WALK

Business Phone
WALK location
T-shirtsize M L XL

MS

NATIONAL
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
SOCIETY

C@®UIPLES,
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FROM PAGE 4
were awarded a pack of baseball,
football, hockey or basketball cards
from Card Dog, a collector’s shop on
Concord Avenue.

“Now they have a hobby,” said

Marshall, who said that not a single
boy missed one of the meetings —
nor was one ever late.

At a time when youth are often
intimidated by policemen, one parent
said he watched the program dis-
solve the wall of misunderstanding
and intimidation between Marshall

and the boys.

“The kids really like him a lot,”
said Yutha Amara, whose son was in
the program. Amara said the boys
now consider the police their friends
and talk with Marshall when they see
him out in the community. “This is a
major, major thing.”

Parents, including Amara, have
written Commissioner Ronnie
Watson to ask that the city continue
to pay for the program and start oth-
ers like it.

“I wish we could do more like
this—unfortunately most of the time
we come into contact with the kids is

in a formal setting,” said Marshall,
adding that he and the boys now

- know each other on a first-name

basis. His son, Daniel Marshall, also
helped with the program. “I don’t
think these kids will ever get into
trouble. They’ll never forget me—
and I'll never forget them.” O

Il

Parents always wish they could

make time stand still.

When it comes to college tuition

they actually can.

MEFR

EDUCATIONAL
FINANCING
AUTHORITY

A program of the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. Available exclusively through Fleet
Bank, which is a member FDIC. Fleet is a registered mark of Fleet Financial Group, Inc.

The U. Plan gives

you the power to lock in tomorrow’s
tuition cqéts at today’s rates. And that
means you and your child can find an
affordable education at over 80 participat-
ing colleges. Through a tax-advantagedr
flexible savings plan, you can pre-pay
future tuition at today’s rates, guaranteed
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
‘If your child chooses not to attend one of
the participating schools, your investment
will be returned to you with interest
that can be used at any college in the
country. The U. Plan, available exclusively
_through Fleet. Just another way we're
helping you take control of your finances.
You must enroll by April 30*. For a
free enrollment kit, stop by your local

Fleet branch, or call 1-800-449-MEFA.

IMWFleet

Il
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DEBORAH M. SiLva

ATTORNEY AT LAW

EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION
SEXUAL HARASSMENT * WRONGFUL TERMINATION
"EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT DISPUTES

9 Irving Street
Somerville, Massachusetts 02144
email: dsilval6 @ziplink.net

Tel: (617) 623-8814

REASONABLE RATES

MINUTES FROM THE DAVIS SQUARE T-STATION

Fax: (617) 623-9374

COMPUTER TRAINING
ONE ON ONE

OR GROUPS AVAIL.

WINDOWS - DOS - WIN95
'WORD PROCESSING
SPREADSHEETS
DATABASE & MORE

NEW

COMPUTERS FOR
PURCHASE/LEASE
(617) 628-5880

7
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0\‘ JEWELERS

Sata&Sewtw

Esrabl:shed in 1962

\

-Going On Now

Marcou Jewelers

presents the

Dynamite Dot Sale!

At our Watertown Mall

location only

Watertown ¢ 923-0366

/HE AB,C’S OF HEALTH AND FITNESS —

EXERCISE FOR NEW MOMS

the following topics:

L 4

Posture and body mechanics

*

Infant massage techniques

Infant development issues

® ¢ o0

Mount Auburn Healthcare Physical and Occupational Therapy is offering
a special six week Postpartum Exercise Program for mother and baby.
This program is designed for women who are at least six weeks post-
partum and focuses on low impact, cardiovascular exercises.

Instruction includes toning and strengthening exercises for the pelvic, back
and abdominal muscles. Educational materials will also be provided on

Breast feeding/Bottle feeding options, and

Urinary incontinence symptoms/treatment.
Please consult with your physician before starting any exercise program.

Classes will be held on Tuesdays from 10:30 A.M. - Noon, April 15 through
May 20 at 22 Mill Street in Arlington. Cost for the program is $50 and class
size is limited to 10. Mothers are invited to bring their new babies along.

For further information or to register, please call Mount Auburn Healthcare
Physical and Occupational Therapy at (617) 643-6489 between the hours of
8:00 A.M. and 4:00 PM., Monday through Friday.

MOUNT AUBURN
HospriTAL

A founding member of CAKEGROUP-

Mount Auburn Healthcare Physical and Occupational Therapy ® 22 Mill Street,

Arlington, MA 02174 ¢ Business Hours: Call for appointment times. (617) 643-6489

N
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Clarification

In the article, ““Teacher won’t return
to Longfellow,” (March 25) The
TAB incorrectly noted that the
Longfellow School principal and
assistant principal were out of the
district at the same time during the
week of March 17. According to Jim
Ball, director of public information
for the schools, there was no period
of time during the aftermath of the
taping incident that all three adminis-
trators were not present. Mary Eich,
assistant principal, was with the
eighth-grade class on a student
exchange program in Puerto Rico
from March 6 to March 13.
Margarita Otero-Alverez, the
school’s principal, left for a fellow-
ship with the National Hispana
Leadership Institute on March 15.

Toomey calls for

-new city manager

In a surprising move, City Council
Timothy J. Toomey Jr. announced
last week that he will not support an
extension of current City Manager
Bob Healy’s contract. The City
Council was expected to vote on
Healy’s contract on Monday, March
31 .

After comple!mg his evaluation of
the city manager and talking with his
constituents, Toomey said he found
several troubling issues surrounding
Healy’s administration that have
compelled him to seek a new person
to lead the city.

Toomey cited the city manager’s
failure to provide leadcrship in
addressing the cif ty s crisis in housing
for its most vulnerable citizens and
the manager’s refusal to implement /
the Residency Ordinance that was /
enacted by the City Council in
November 1995. He also criticized

- several key appointments made by

the city manager, including the d'mi;-
tors of both the Department of T

and Transportation and the city’s
Personnel Department, as major
obstacles to developing a city where |
its residents are satisfied with their §
government. {

While Toomey acknowledges that §
the city manager probably has the
votes for an extension — only ;
Councilors Ken Reeves and |
Katherine Triantafillou have hinted j
at possible votes against Healy he

“would not and could not” join the ]
majority.

“The city manager has good fin
cial skills, no question,” said
Toomey, adding that the city manag-
er’s administration has become staje,
complacent and arrogant. “Howevgr,
he lacks the leadership and in
sonal skills needed to serve a div
population like that in Cambridge.

Queer politics conference

Leaders of the 2,300-member
Harvard University Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgendered com-
munity are hosting a Queer Politics
Conference on April 5 from 10:30
am. to 5 p.m. Eleven panelists will
be present at the conference, called
“Gay Rights, Equal Rights: Defining
the Course of the Gay Rights
Movement.”

The conference will bring together
individuals who have been on the
front lines of the battle for queer
equality — in Congress, courts, the
White House and in electoral and state
initiative battles across the country.
Speakers will address issues that were
played out on the national stage in
1996 and will outline what issues they
will concentrate on in the coming
years. The conference will offer the
opportunity for the leaders of the gay
rights movement to define the course
that they will take in the next century.

The conference will be held at the
ARCO forum, JFK School of
Government, Harvard University.

Tolman to hold
Cambridge office hours

Senator Warren E. Tolman ‘(D—
Watertown) will hold office hours on
Thursday, April 3 from noen to 1:30
p.m. in the lounge of the North
Cambridge Senior Center, 2050
Massachusetts Ave. Senator Tolman
encourages residents to meet with
him or a member of his staff to dis-
cuss 1ssues express congems or seek

:%%e the date anmvemry

commemoration of the
Armmenian Genocide

_ State Senator Warren E. Tolman

(D-Watertown) and State
Representative Rachel Kaprielian
(D-Watertown) are hosting 3 ceremo-
ny commemorating the 82nd
anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide that will be held on Friday,
April 25 at 11 am.,, at the State
House, in the Chamber of the House
of Representatives. Following the
ceremony, a brief service will be held
at the Armenian Genocide Plaque
and a reception in the Great Hall will
be held immediately after the service.
The State House commemoration
is an annual event, first initiated by
former Speaker of the House George
Keverian, as a memorial to the 1.5
million Americans who died from
massacre and starvation during the
1915-1923 American Genocide.
Each year survivors of the genocide
are recognized during the ceremony
and provide a remembrance of the
tragic events of the earlier part of this

century.

PuBLiIC MEETI&GS
All megtings will be held at Cambridge City Hall, olice Depariment Leadership Council: -

795 Mass Ave., unless otherwise noted. Notices of
public or grassroots meetings should be sent 10
aays in advance to: Cambridge TAB, P.0. Box
9112, Needham, MA 02192-9112.

v Planning Board: Tuesday, April 1, 7:30 p.m.,
57 Inman St., Community Development
Conference Room.

v School Committee: Tuesday, April 1, 6 p.m.,
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, 459
Broadway, Henrietta S. Attles Meeting Room.

v Election Commission: Wednesday, April 2, 2
p.m., 362 Green St., third floor.

v Water Board: Wednesday, April 2, 5 p.m.,
250 Fresh Pond Parkway.

v School Committee: Wednesday, April 2, 6
p.m., Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, 459
Broadway, Henrietta S. Attles Meeting Room.

Wednesday, April 2, 6 p.m., 5 Westermn Ave.

v Cambridge Street Advisory Committee:
Wednesday, April 2, 6:15 p.m., Vinfen
Corporation, 950 Cambridge St.

v Historical Commission: Thursday, April 3, 4
p.m., 57 Inman St., third floor conference room.
v School Committee: Thursday, April 3, 6
p.m., Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, 459
Broadway, Henrietta S. Attles Meeting Room.

v (City Council: Monday, April 7, 5:30 p.m.

v Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation
District Commission: Monday, April 7, 5:30
p.m., 57 Inman St., third floor conference room.
v School Committee: Tuesday, April 8, 6 p.m.,
Cambridge Rindge and L atin School, 459
Broadway, Henrietta S. Attles Meeting Room.

v Arts Council Advisory Board: Tuesday, April
8,6 p.m., 57 Inman St.

OP-ED/COMMENTARY
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Women pols ready
to take their place

By Leslie Miller
CNC State House Reporter
f you were asked to name a state without a
single woman elected to Congress, or the
USS. Senate, or any statewide office for
that matter, Massachusetts wouldn’t exact-
ly leap to mind. You’d probably think of a
right-wing backwater like New Hampshire,
since it still doesn’t honor Martin Luther King
Jr. Day, but no, the Granite State just elected
Jeanne Shaheen governor. Or maybe some
Southern outback like
Georgia, home of the ante-
diluvian Newt Gingrich —
but Georgia has actually
elected a black woman,
Cynthia McKinney Smith,
to Congress.

Massachusetts, one of the
most liberal states in the
union, has never had a
woman governor, auditor,
treasurer or secretary of
state. Never have we sent a
woman to the U.S. Senate.
Ané only twice did we
allow a woman into the U.S. House of
Representatives: Margaret Heckler, who was
beaten by Bamey Frank, and, for one brief
shining moment, anti-busing activist Louise
Day-Hicks.

People who care about these things cite a
number of reasons why the distaff side of the
political body has done so poorly in
Massachuseits. For one thing, poliicians have
traditionally come up through state politics, and
the Massachusetts State House is as wildly sex-
ist as a remote village in a developing country.

“Women have not traditionally been in lead-
ership positions in this state,” said Susan Shaer,
an Arlington-based political activist. “They’ve
been kept down at the simmering level rather
than<he boiling level in terms of money.”

That, she said, has changed. Women who
were in the habit of giving $25 are now writing
checks in the same amount as their monthly

i = e

Nieman-Marcus credit-card payment.

Former state Rep. Susan Tracy, a Brighton
Democrat, thinks that the high-stakes nature of
Massachuseits politics has kept female chal-
lengers out, and that women have been reluc-
tant to engage in our rock ‘em, sock ‘em politi-
cal brawls.

Tracy is just one entry on a lengthening list
of ladies thinking about running for a high
office in 1998. She ‘s not at all coy about her
plans to run for the Eighth District
Congressional seat, current-
ly held by Joseph Kennedy
who wants to run for gov-
emor in 1998. She may be
challenged by Dianne
Wilkerson, an African-
American state senator
from Boston. On the
Republican side, former
Secretary of Consumer
Affairs Gloria Larson may
also run for Congress or
lieutenant governor.

Two Demeocratic women
will probably run for lieu-
tenant governor, too: Lois Pines, a Newton
state senator with a war chest that’s even bigger
than her formidable clothing budget, and
Dorothy Kelly Gay, the Somerville executive
councilor with a very liberal outlook, especially
on women’s issues.

Former state Sen. Shannon O’Brien is plan-
ning to run for state treasurer a second time,
havmgbeenbeatmbadlyby Joec Malone in his
re-election bid for the post in 1994. Patricia
McGovern, former chairman of the Senate
Ways and Méans committee, will also run for
Treasurer. And Sen. Cheryl Jacques (D-
Needham) looks like a sure candidate for attor-
ney general.

The women’s vote was a deciding factor in
the Weld-Kerry race for Senate last year. It’s
quite possible that 1998 will be a breakthrough
year when women candidates are a winning
factor. Go, girls, go. ;

Perspective
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Beware censorwar

By James D’Entremont
ccording to the Natlonal
Commission on Libraries and
Information Sciences, the rapidly
expanding number of U.S. public
libraries offering Internet access
may now exceed 50 percent. As more and
more information is stored electronically —
and in some cases only exists on-line — com-
puters will become as basic to library services
as sets of reference books. Attempts to control
information on the Internet are concurrently
increasing, as are steps to reduce the availabil-
ity of that information:

Boston is in the vanguard of communities
hastening to limit citizens’ access to cyber-
space. On February 11, City Councilor
Maureen Feeney announced to the press that
“concerned parents” claimed their children
had viewed “pornography”” on computers at
the Boston Public Library. Mayor Thomas M.
Menino soon issued a directive to the library
system to install filtering software in‘all com-
puters. The Library Board of Trustees rubber-
stamped the mayor’s order at once. The fol-
lowing day, the city spent $2500 on site
licenses for Cyber Patrol, a filtering system
capable of blocking Internet sites deemed
offensive.

The American Library Assomaﬂon con-
firms that Menino’s edict was the first of its
kind from an American mayor. If Boston
implements this order, other city governments
will follow suit without pausing to think. To
the gullible, cleaning up the Internet seems a
simple matter of installing software.

Pursuing a marketing strategy of scaring the
uninformed, then offering a panacea, censor-
ware products like Net Nanny and CyberSitter
now compete with one another in a moral-vig-
ilante sweepstakes. Filtering software has
recently been installed in library computers in
Austin, Orlando, and other communities.

The notion that it’s possible to press a but-
ton and purge cyberspace of Demon Smut is
as much a fantasy as the myth that six-year-
olds can instantly access outre obscenities (or
would want to). There is, in fact, no existing
software that recognizes “dirty pictures.”
Only human beings can evaluate content.
Censorware seeks out strings of characters,

S

not hardcore sexual depictions. Like its rivals;~
Cyber Patrol works erratically. Central to its
methods is a secret “CyberNOT” list updated
weekly, enabling Cyber Patrol to blacklist
sites on a whim while covering embarrass-
ments as fast as its critics expose them.

Parents — or city officials acting in loco
parentis — can close off sites under categories

set by Cyber Patrol, or pick their own sites to”

block. (To maintain its own blacklist, a library
system would need a panel of experts surfing
the vast and ever-changing Web full time.)
Sites blocked by Cyber Patrol for “‘extremism”
include the city of Hiroshima’s Web page
dealing with plans for a Peace Memorial. Sites
blocked for sexual content include papers on
HIV from the American Medical Association;
articles in the Village Voice and Z Magazine;
gay and feminist political sites; and the home
page of Planned Parenthood.

In the words of William O. Douglas, “Free

speech is not to be regulated like diseased cat-+-

tle or impure butter.” Whatever Menino’s
intentions, his library directive shows a trou-
bling obliviousness to the First Amendment
implications of public officials handing cen-
sorship powers to a private corporation. It
also betrays an ignorance of Massachusetts
law, which states that libraries “shall establish
a written policy ... in accordance with stan-
dards adopted by the American Library
Association” — standards that are utterly
~opposed to censorship. :

The arbiters of what children can see or
read must be their parents. Bernard Margolis,
who took office as president of the BPL dur-
ing this controversy, has proposed that
parental permission be the key element in any
system of restricted access for children. Such
a system must take mto-account'iegdl prece-
dents concerning material “harmfulto
minors,” and await the final disposition of the
Communications Decency Act. To use cen-
sorware instead is to abrogate the rights of
both adults and minors through the legmmlza—
tion of snake oil.

James D’Entremont is a playwright and
director of the Boston Coalition for Freedom
of Expression. The BCFE's Web site
(http:/fworld.std.com/~kip/bcfe.html) is
blocked by Cyber Patrol.

Dispatches
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The DSS mghtmare

tisn’t easy being a Mom. We are the 24-hour-a-day jug-

glers. We are the household cook, nurse, chef and chauf-

feur. We pack the lunchboxes and prepare the afternoon

snacks. We change the beds and do piles of laundry. We

clean the house and rake the yard. For mother who work
full- or part-time, the juggling is even more intense.

That’s what makes the story of Dr. Bobbi Sweitzer of
Sherborn all the more compelling. Sweitzer, you may remem-
ber, is the mother who was accused of neglect by the incompe-
tent Department of Social Services. Sweitzer left her two
young children in her parked car last July while she quickly
ran into Sam’s Club in Natick to drop off some film. The car
was locked and alarmed with a window cracked open.
Sweitzer says she went into the glass entryway of the store
and that her children — ages 1 and 4 — were out of her view

no more than 20-30 seconds.

It is something nearly all of us has done at one time or
another. This time, a passerby noticed the children and alerted
the Natick Police Department. What followed was a night-
mare. Without ever interviewing Sweitzer or her children, the

DSS filed a neglect charge against Sweitzer.

What’s worse, DSS later admitted to falsifying documents
— by claiming to have conducted the required interviews.
Sweitzer found out about the neglect charge when she
received a complaint from DSS in the mail that said the charge
was being filed “after visiting with you and your children and
talking to other people who know your family.”

Sweitzer was shocked. She contacted the head of the

dren at a cost of $15,000.

DSS went unreturned.

Framingham DSS office, Freda London, who she says told her
she was a neglectful parent. Sweitzer says she asked London if
it would be neglectful to step outside her car to pump gas with
her children inside. London’s response was “yes,” it would be
neglect, according to Sweitzer.

Sweitzer realized she was sinking in a bureaucratic night-
mare and had to defend herself. She asked
DSS for a hearing and was told she would
have to wait six months. She hired an attorney
and a psychiatrist to evaluate her and her chil-

At this point, says Sweitzer, she was begin-
ning “to doubt myself as a mother.”” In
January Sweitzer finally got her hearing —
and was told to wait another two months for a
decision. Sweitzer had to find out from news
reporters that DSS decided to reverse the
neglect charge on March 21. As of March 28,

notified of the DSS findings. Phone calls to

But the story doesn’t end there. Even though Sweitzer has
been found innocent, the “unsupported”” charge of child neglect
will remain on her record for an entire year. Why? “Because
it’s state law,” says DSS spokesperson Lorraine Carli.

Let me get this straight. An innocent woman is accused of
child neglect. The social worker files a false report that she’s
done a complete investigation. DSS finds the accused guilty

— but never visits the family or interviews the mother to see if
the kids are OK. A hearing is held. The woman is exonerated
but nobody from DSS bothers to tell her. And now she has a ¢
record that she has been accused of child neglect.

Last week a red-faced DSS admitted that social workers

too. But Carli

have filed false documents in other so-called “investigations”

denies that her agency is either understaffed or

overworked. In fact she had no explanation other than to say it
was “unfortunate.”

It’s more than unfortunate. It’s sloppy, careless and uncar-
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by Paula Childs

ing. DSS is an agency more concerned with paperwork than

the welfare of children it seems unable to pro- -

tect. : g0

The anonymous man who first reported the
Sweitzer incident to the police did the right
thing. The children in the car were very young,
no parent was in sight and it was a very hot day.
It is just that kind of concern from a stranger
that can save a child’s life. The police were right
to investigate it. But this case should have never

gone to DSS. £

Parents will argue whether it’s prudent to ever

leave a child alone in a car. The answer comes

neither she nor her attorney had been officially : g:)ezniriothv;hcz:r, S;ﬁi??i&fi;&??;lﬁ?-::rrll}élz};g(—jl

ATM machine I can park right next to. But even if my 6-year-

grocery store,

car was made

more efficient

old pleads with me to leave her in the car while I run into the *

I won’t do it — not if I can’t see her.

The problem with the Sweitzer incident is that it makes us
all feel guilty. A mother who left her two young children in the

to feel like a criminal by a bumbling agency that

should have been abolished and replaced with something far

years ago.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
April 14, 1997

COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO

WHEREAS: From 1915 - 1923, one and one-half million Armenians died from starvation and
massacre in the Armenian Genocide; and

WHEREAS: On Friday, April 25, 1997 at 11:00 a.m. at the State House in Boston, the 82nd
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide will be held; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the citizens of Cambridge be cognizant of and participate in tlns
commemoration of this tragic period in history.
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Councillor Galluccio re: Urge citizens
to participate in the Anniversary of
the American Genocide.

In City Council April 14, 1997

ORDER ADOPTED
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