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IN CITY COUNCIL
|
August 7, 1991
|

COUNCILLOR WALSH
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
MAYOR WOLF |

WHEREAS: The attached correspondence from Michael McDermott of Berkshire Street,
Cambridge conveys a compelling and convincing argument for the City’s
Office for Cable TV to work with Continental Cablevision to bring about the
suggested adaptation and thereby assure presence of an audio supplement to
information disseminated via the various Cable TV channels as referenced on
page 2 of Mr. McDermott s letter; and

WHEREAS: It would be an appropnate time to give consideration to having this audio
supplement delivered in diverse languages since, as Mr. McDermott notes,
"Due to Cambridge ’s diverse culture we have in our city many people who do
not know how to speak or read English. Perhaps, they could take advantage
of this new audio idea."; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manger be and hereby is requested to direct the Director of
Cable TV to contact the Manager of Continental Cablevision and undertake
the preliminary steps necessary to implement this change in pohcy, and be it
further

ORDERED: That the City Manager report back to this City Council with data on this
request by September 9, 1991; and be it further

| : .

ORDERED: That the City Clerk, upon receipt of the requested response, scheduie a public
hearing on this matter before the City Council’s Subcommlttee on Cable TV
and Communications as soon as possible.

In City Council August 7, 1991. »
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; qoﬁh f. W‘v’“‘
. ATTEST:- i

Joseph E. Connarton
City Clerk
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,“Fﬁqﬁa_M1:hael J. McDermott

ISUSJECTé'Eqaa1 actasﬁito Cambridge community infbrmation 1.2, School

oy I.' -

department news, Council affairs, and Public events

INTRODUCTION |

 As I am a iifi‘lbng*reﬁidant.wHo-hap,Avstrong'interaktzlin

Cour_city's palitics I find it very educational as well as

Tinteresting to view-the proceedings of the Cambridge City _
Council (CCC) nearly every Monday at 6120 P.M., PBecause [ am &

blind citizen Iigreatly value the audic portion of the S

- ,fbruadc;stJ]iAdditipnaxly;{I alax enjoy having announcements,
- .events, and other communicatione pertaining to both the (CCCY
-»and3Dambridga“S:h0@1'dépa?t@ent‘(CSDDMbrmught_tc my attention by -

" thehelp of my parents who generously read such datafto me. As.
“welfas a variety af.public events. The supplementary

television channels., 1. Community Events Bulletin Board

_information I am referring to can be found on the jollowing“;gﬁiéﬁ

' {3,19,66) 2. Bchogl Departmant News {36} and 3. Cambridge

- Municipal T.V. {87}. The communications appearing on these .
channels are not accessible through an audic format. 1t is my
goal as a blind individual with a strong interest in city avents
" ta have these sxtra notices read aloud. Sa, not only the blind

can benefit but, aiso those whe are ijliterate, elderly, visually
impaired, and have uther types of disabilities that limit &

_”persons ability to gain access te important:informaticn‘stoyad in:
a visual format can toa!. o - R

wheﬁ'Pkesident.Gearoe*BUBh'sighed thé}Ahericans With

‘Disabilities Act (ADA) into law, he granted sweeping independence

to millicone of Americans whe were prqvicusly.denied equal riqhts_

under the Censtitution. ,
Now perscns who suffer from all sorts of : : ' L :
disabilitims can enjoy equal rights .under Federal mandate, as the

~ ADA will reinforce previcus edicis regarding benefits for the -
handi:apped, such as providing all parsons equal access to
~ important community news. As I have said before my sbjective in
- bringing forth this proposal is to not ‘only help members of the
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pesple who dao not know how to speak or read English.
they to could take advantage of this new audic ldea.

~opportunity to query many residents from &

~Parhaps, affording more-citizens with-this k
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dléabléd’cmmmunity. Bué, to also afford parsbn: who'gan not
read, do not wish to read, and de net have enough vigion to read

‘the news {ndicated cn the above channele the ability to hear it.

Due to Cambridge's divers culture we have in our c¢ity many
FPerhaps,

n paper I took the
11 walks of . life about
The responses | received from

Before putting my thoughts together o

having. such a system in place.

- fellow residents was favorable! 6o, tonight I ask the council's
" help on implementing Just such an audic system. ' L

1. CONGLUBION™ ™~ -
jﬁ?ffff nL?;;ﬁ'"“f o _ _ . , S0 -
It is my hope that with the assistance of thae Cambridge. .

- City Council and Conrtinental Cablevision an agreement. can bs ...
l;jfaéchﬁafwhicj*ﬁdﬁld*arrow”alI“‘parﬂons to-benefit- from the.. .
- exigent info , -

‘channels. 1, Community Events Bulletin Board (3,1%,66) =

mation appearing-on the following televisien
' : %, 8chool
pal T.V. {27},

Department News {36} and 3. Cambridge Munici X
] nowledge can help to

" bring.the inhabitanze of Cambridge closer twgather, And thus .. -
= brnaden_autiﬁdéwledge?affdifferenticulturns with in our littlaf‘$'

ing-pot !t oo s
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June 2B, 1991
FORS Cambridge City Council

" FROM: Michael J. ﬁcbevmatt

\

BUBJECT: Egqual acoess to Cambridae community infrarmation I.e, Sehool
department news, Ceuncil affairs, and ~ublic svents

1. {NTROPUCTION

Az 'I am a life leng reésident who has & straong interest  in
ouy city’s politics ! find it very educational as well as :
intoresting %o view the proceedings «f the Cambridge Lity
Counsil (CCCY nearly every Monday at 6330 F.M. Because [ am &
blind citizen I greatly value the awdio partion of the
broadcast. Additionally, I alsa enjey having anncuncements,
events, and other communications pertaining to both the (RCCY
and Cambridge Schonl department (C8D) brought to my attentiaon by
the help of my parents who generously read such data to me. A
wall as & variety of public events., The supplementary A
informaticn I am referring to =an be found on the following cable
tolevision channels. 4. Community Events Builetin Board

{3,1%,66) 2. Schaol Department News {36} and 3. Cambridge
Munizipal T.V. {87}, The communications appearing on these
channels are not accesaible through an audio format. 1t is ay
gual as & blind individual with a strong interest in city avents
to have these sxtra notices read alowd. So, not only the blind
can benafit but, alsc those whe are illiterate, siderly, visually

- impeired, and have other types of disabilities that -limit a o
perauns ability to gain access to impertant information stored in:
& visual format can too! ‘ - o

|11, SUPPORT FOR FROPOSAL - "

When President Gecrpge Bush signed the Americans With
Disahilities Azt (ADA) into law, he granted sweeping independence
to milliome of Americans whe were praviously demied equal rights
under the Constitutinn, L , '

Now persong wheo suffer from all soris of o

digabilttise can enjoy asgual rights under Federal mandate, as the
ADA will reinforce previous edicts regarding kenefits for the
handicapped, suck as providing all persons equal access to
important community news. As I have said before my obhjective in
bringing farth this proposal is to not anly help members of the
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simebled community. Bub, to also afford persons who can not
read, do not wish to read, and do not have enough vimion to read .
tha news indicated on the abuve channele the ability to hear it.
' Dus t& Cambridoe’s divers culture we have in our city many
people who do not know how to speak =r read English. Ferhaps,
they t6 could take advantage of this new sudio ldes. '
Be{ore putting my thoughts tegether on paper I took the
cpportunity to gquery mary residents from all walks of life about i
having euch & systen in placs. The responses I received from :
fellow residents was Tavorahble! 8o, tonight I ask the council’s
help on implementing Just such an audic system. Z

111, CONCLUBION

Itéiﬁ‘my hope that with the assistance of the Cémbridge'

CCity Council and Continental Cablevision an agresment can be .

reached which would allow all persensg te benefit from the
exigent information appearing on the following telaevision
channels, 1. Community Events Bulletin Board {3,19,66) &, 8chool
Depariment News (363 and 3. Cambridge Munizipal T.V. {371,
Perhaps, affording more c¢itizens with this knowledge can help to
bring the inhabitance of Cambridge closer together. And thus »
broaden our knewledpe of different cultures with in our little
melsing pot! ' \ ' : '
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IN CITY COUNCIL
Counmc!llor Walah t , , July 29, 1991

WHEREAS: Ths attached borresaondenca from Michae! McDermott
of Berkshire Street, Cembrlidge ccnvays a compelilng
and convingling argument for the City's Office for
Ceble TV 1o werk with Continental Cablevislion to
brfng about the suggessed adaptation and thereby
assure preserce of an audlg supplement to Information

- disseminated vla the, various Cakle TY channels as
referenced on page 2 of Mr. McDermoti's letter.
It would be zn approprliate time to glive consideraticn
to havling thls audlo suppierment dellvered In dliverse
languages slnce, as Mr, McDermott notes, ' Due to
Cambridge's diverse cuiturs we have in our clty many
people who do mot Kknmow how to speak or read English.
Perhaps, they could taske advantage of thls new audlo
idea " . Now therefore be It !

CRDERED: That the Clty Manager request the Dirsctor of the
City's Offlce of Cable TV to contact the Manager
of Continental Cablavislon and undertake the
preliminary steps necessary to implement thls change
In pollgy. Further, that the City Manager report back -
_ to the Councll! wlth data on this Pequ@st by Septamber 9,
¢ 1361; and be It further

ORDERED: That the Clty Clerk, upon recelpt of the reguested
respense, scheduTe a Publlc Hesring on this matter
before the Councli's Committee on Cable TV and
Cammunicat:ons as so0n as posslb]e

(ATTACHMENT - 2 pagss)

i
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CAMBIIDGE CITY counery
- CIYY HALL, Caremsine, MASSACHUSETY s Laige
(637 4606004
Williatn M, ‘Walsh -
City Courigille ,
E&QSIMILE TRAN&MITEE; FQR@B

DATEs  MONDAY, Suiy ¢, joay

FROM: Fersonagl Cfflen ag Coevnediliar Wililam B, Walsh
Athenasunm Houpa - .
215 Firge Strees
Cambridgeg MA, 02142 ,
TELEPHONE ; 617 354-338¢
FAX NUMBER: 617 876=933l

(

TO Sandra Albana, Aes'y tc Clty Counet )
Tty Councin Offlce Crygy Hall, CAMBRIDGE, Ma, 02134

TELEBHCNE NUMBER, - 2
TOTAL NUMBER OF pages, INCLUDING Dugs macm,

If you 99 ot ressive the number of &78% ap indicated above,
¥ ) B
Pleage telephons immediately. - e '

4 \.

REMARKS s Councillor Wa7sn'requests that the enc{ﬁsed=€ouncll 5#dqr éﬂd

L]

JULY 29, g9y, T T ;o

;

Signature of person in Ccuhcillor Walsh's office transmitting_

the document (g), Davig F. hap L .
: ay » NOQNhS 3 |
W' vt Aledy e,

N . 3
REXX PIEASE PHONE Mg UPON RECEIPT oOF THIS .
TO CONFIRM 1T HAS BEEN RECEIVED AND FILED,

Thasnl You 7er your Usya) CoCperatlon,
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}FOR: rambridae tity Gouncil

FPOM. Mihhaal 7. MeDermott S

:SUHJ€0T= Equal AL RBR - %o Pambridga community xnfarmat:on 1.ev Behonl
’ : dapartm@nt newa, Lmunuil affazrﬁ d PUblih evants

o _umnp.us__g_

|
'

o An I an a l;fa leng reﬁmdant wha has. a-strong interﬁst in
'*uur LitY’S phlitius tzfind. 1¢-vary. eﬁuhational as wall as - PR
;ntmreating torview the- prmceedings wf-the Cambridge City T

, : Geuncil (ECC) nearly every Monday. ab G130 PuM- ‘Because 1 am &,

! o plind citizen I, greatly value the awdice portion of the T
, bruadcnst.,*Addxtimnally, 1 alsm enjey having“annauNCGMQnts,'“
~events, and. oather. :ommuni:atamnﬂ pertaan:ng to both the (RECY

<.pnd: Lambridga ?chaml dapartment (C8DY - brmught to my- attenbiﬂn by -
- the:help of parents who generuusly yead: such. data te me..;ﬁss
w-'uelr"as a,vartatygaﬁgpublitﬁavents. The™ supplemwntary ' '

; imtormatian Ifamurdfarring”tqﬂchh pesfound on the: follnw;ng uable

at N gelavision. channels. nuni by Events Bulletin Board

t5,1%5,66) 2. Schogl Departmant News “r36) and 3. Cambridas

Mun:c;pal T.v. (373, The uommuniuatxans appearing on these -

“channels are not- accessi mat. 1% ie my

. .
Lt b i

I ‘hle: through an sudioc for B
- t 0 Lgoal as A blind {ndividual with a- strong 1ntere st in city evants
W st only the blind

tm have these extra nntices rea e,
can banafit bub,. alsa those wheo are illiterate, glderly, v;sually,
impairad,_and have ather types of d:sahilitxes that limit &

1 L persons ability %o ga&n acess teo 1mpartant 1nfurmat1cn storad 1n?
{0 e visual format can toc! o - |

ggppg I EQE EROPDSAQ

con R when Presidant Gearge ﬁuhh s:gned the : Americans With
: JDisabxlztzas Act CADA? inta law, he granted sweepling 1ndependenua
ke millicone of _Americans wha wer @ prev:ausly denied aqual righta

under the Conatitut;nn,'-
" Now ‘per sons. whm suffer fy om all savﬁs pf ]
 digabilities can enjoy equal rights under Federal mandate, aﬁ the
R o ADA will reinforc@. previous edicts,regard1ng benefits for the

L e . handicapped, such a8 prov:dihg'all pnrguns“equal access to A
T N important community news. AS I have said before my objective . in
-pr;ngzng forth th1s propnsal is to not mnly- help mamberﬁ o f the
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- disabled community. But, te alsc afford persons who can not
read, do not wish to read, and do not have encugh vimion to read.
tha news indicated on the above channele the abilipy_ta'hgﬁn'it-
;é{ - - Due to Cambridge's divers culture_we,huva'in:our.citv,m‘nYl
¥ . .pecple who do nbt know how to apaak or read English. . Perhaps,
T _they tbcould take advantage of this new audic ides.. — o
. ; Brfore putting my theoughts gegethar on paper I took the. |
o1 oo opportunity to-query many residents from all walks of life about
i _«:___w;jhaving;such a systam in place. The responses | raceived from

I ot NMallow residents was favorable! So, tonight 1 ask the council’s
S-help °ﬂ-implemqntingijst such an audic system. . o

-
-

ifh,th&,asaigbahta ef the'Cé@bfidgefxf'
reement. can be ..
tit—from-the. ..

BT & A ¥ my hope_that w “
'_ﬁQ;Lg;ty;Couhcil»dddimﬁntinnbtal‘Cablﬁvisiunﬁan-ag
o f:jfréitﬁ;ﬂ?whidh?ﬁﬁﬂraéhrimwfalrf“paraonsfto“bene ‘ .
"”“*fexigenx*infn?métlon?aﬁbé&r1ng?mn”Ithe fﬁ11owing*t91evi5imn R
Cchannels. 7 1. pummunityﬁvantg~Bu11¢tin*ﬁoardf{S,rﬁ,ﬁe}lﬂ.‘8;hoql ‘
Department News {36} and 9. Cambridge Munisipal T.V. {37, '
gParHapﬁg‘nffm?d{ﬁdtmdfbiditizansgwtthfthisyknawladgecan‘halp to
";bﬂ;ﬁgitha_inhabitancuﬁafiGambridge closer together. And thus ..~
.1.braadeﬂ_udtﬁkﬁ&uiéddé?dj*diffefant?cultuf&éfwrth:in'mur»littlaﬁ*;} ;
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1.
IN CITY COUNCIL

Tuly 29, 1991

COUNCILLOR WALSH

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

The attached correspondence from Michael McDermott of Berkshire Street,
Cambridge conveys a compelling and convincing argument for the City’s Office
for Cable TV to work with Continental Cablevision to bring about the suggested
adaptation and thereby assure presence of an audio supplement to information
disseminated via the various Cable TV channels as referenced on page 2 of Mr.
McDermott’s letter; and

It would be an appropriate time to give consideration to having this audio
supplement delivered in diverse languages since, as Mr. McDermott notes, "Due
to Cambridge’s diverse culture we have in our city many people who do not know
how to speak or read English, Perhaps, they could take advantage of this new
audio idea."; now therefore be it

That the City Manger be and hereby is requested to direct the Director of Cable
TV to contact the Manager of Continental Cablevision and undertake the
preliminary steps necessary to implement this change in policy; and be it further

That the Citj: Manager report back to this City Council with data on this request
by September 9, 1991; and be it further

That the City Clerk, upon receipt of the requested response, schedule a public
hearing on this matter before the City Council’s Subcommittee on Cable TV and
Communications as soon as possible.

AUG. 7 1890
1y Gon ,

~ Adopted by the aftirmative vots

woa—— 11T




CONSENT ORDER # 1‘§?°j;f2§;

Councillor Walsh re: audio supplement to
information disseminated via the Cable
TV channels.

In City Council,

August 7, 1991





