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Hon, E&vard W. Quinn, Mayor,
.Cambridge, Mass.,

Dear Sir;e

In relation to the reports upon the condition of the
drainage on Pearl St. in the vicinity of Lake St'. received from "

the authorities of the Church of the Blessed Sacrament, I have
' eMin'ined the matter and. find -as . fo11ows, -

The church building standing on the corner of Lake and
Pearl Sts. draim into the main sewer in Pearl St. which at this
point is an old sewer sixteen inches wide by seventeen inches
high, maiie of brick anCL stone,

This sewer runs down Pearl St. to Hamilton St, where it is
enlarged in size to thirty-two inches by thirty-six inches and is

. carried this size or larger to cross the Parkway and. discharges
into Charles River.

There is also another outlet for the sewerage in Pearl St.
in Erie St. This sewer is a modern one of gooa size, (see
accOmpanying plan) and runs through Erie St. to Albany St. , to
pacific St,, and thence through Endicott St. to Charles River.

It' is' also pro osed, at some time when the land southeast-
erly of the B. & A. E.r,

is developed and streets laid out, to
extend tbe sewer in Erie St. in a southeasterly direction to the
River", as iS indicated by the dotted line on the plan, this giv-
ing fjhr.e.e_ outlets for the sewage from the locality in tjuesti on.

Thrs"Out1et sewer however will be an expensive sewer to build0

The floor of the
chu=et%"

a v,ry low elevation, being
'

only two and one" half feet above the ordinary level of the water
in the Charles River Basin. !rhis W'#er icvd, - under certain e on-

' ditions of tide and rainfall,- sometimes rises one or one and one

half feet higher, so that there is only from one to two and- one
half feet fall from the cellar to the water in the' River.
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-"
'- while the fixtiires in the basemerit are 'somewhat higher than tiiis,'it is apparent that the margin of safety is jiere very small indeed, ''aiid .thdt even small obstructions in .the city sewer" or in the drainpipeS .connecting with it are likely to result .in flooding the base-jnent of"',thC' Church etc.

. , , ,

. As a help to remedy this condition, I recommend the construction
, of a 'jiew sewer of enlarged size to take the. pIacC of the .presentsewer in Pearl St, frorn· Ham.ilton' Sto to Lake St., a distance of ,

'

.
about 480 feet as indicated by the .broken i'ed line in the _¢)l&n, '

.

I suggest t,hat an oKier to this effect be presented to 'theCity Couneil at an early d,ay, '
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September 13th, ,19 3lo

To the

Comittee on City Engineering,

Caulbri@eim88.

Gent1meiC

The City Engineer ij.88 informed me that your Comittee is
comidering the watter of drainage on Pearl dmeet, in the vicinigy
of -Lake 8treetg awl e comtruction of 8 8ewer in connection witti
thi8,

For your' informtion I aut tran8mitti]ng hereWith a coimunie+

tion from the City Engineer dated A%ust 3d, together with a plan

of the dbtriet.
,

Very truly you:s"
('

=~~~~i C-ml G- "" -_~~
_j

lbyor 0
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