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Amended Order

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 19, 1997

COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU
VICE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLORDUEHAY
COUNCILLORGALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES
MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLORSULLIVAN

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to look into and report back

to the City Council on the proposal of Governor Weld as set forth in the attached
Globe article to raise hotel taxes in Cambridge; and be it further

ORDERED: That the report include analysis of benefits seen for Cambridge by proponents of
this tax increase.

In City Council May 19, 1997
Adopted as amendedby the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

^ "' '°"' X9· )na'T~" 77
ATTEST:-

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Hotel tax
hikes seen
in\Neld plan
F'ilndingfor convention center

.-could jffect BQston, Caln!?ridge!
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. - By Meg Vaillaneourt · ...
"" "eloping a nnanCing package" foulie; ' i

·:.- ,<: -:-; -; globe staff- ----- ' project earlier this yeu 'sugg "µd;::'i "

. . . that hiking roorii'taxes only on Los-:
.

1

,
In a bid to jump-start cQnstrue- ton's hotels would be sufficient' " " " :tion of a new Boston eonvehtion

Cen- But after years of
legislatij

dc-.. ". " i:ter: OvemdrWilliam F· Yld is ex: lay, Yeld apparently wants.to oEfer a -
i

peeted today to propose raising hotel bill with the strongest possible likeli- ,"
¢

'room taxes in Boston and in his
'

hood of passage before he leaves tD
;

'adopted hometown of Cambridge to assume the post of US ami)assador
.·

.a
help pay for the $700 million project. to Mexico and to publicly release ' !

Under the plan, to be filed in a the bill before leaving later this week ' .:bill with the Legislature, hotel room for a vacation in the AdirondaCks. -'" I
taxes in both cities would rise 23 The current room tax, of 9.7

. ipercentage" points, State House percent could rise to 12 percent un- "' !sources'said. "

. der the plan. The state mandates a ':' 1

WeWs bill, howevCr, wOuld not 5.7 percent room tax and gives local" "

tviolate th"e gdvcrnor's long-held "no eommunites the option of adding a 4 " i
new taxes" pledge, aides said last percent occupancy tax. Both Boston

·night, because it would require vot- and Cambridge now exercise that
prs in both Cambridge find Boston to option.

,approve the measure. Welds top aides were fine-tuning "
Some convention center backers the governor's package last night in 'bt the State House were surprised the hopes of winning support Romyesterday to learn that Welds bill House Speaker Thomas M. Fin- :

f
would include possible tdx increases neran, Senate President Thomas F.

-

1in Cambridga They noted that a Birmingham, and Boston Mayor ;j 5peeial commission charged with dc- PROPOSAL, Page All i -

t
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.
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Hotel taxhikes in Cambridge,
Boston seen in convention plan
j)j' ' ' ·

1.

0 h

W PROPOSAL Over the past four years, the
Continueti from Page Al Senate has passed several measures
"' .

calling for the new facility to be rtin° Thomas M. Menino.
.'

. .
bv the Massachusetts Convention

"The aim is to craft a eompro- " '
.

,· . . Center Authont,', headed by Fran-
misc that all the pohtieal leaders

. f ·

.
needed to bring the convention een+ as X. Joyce, a onner ajde to former

G

teer to life can support," said a person
Senate President William Bulger.

familiar with the various drafts. \Nhile neither Finneran nor Weld
'

"And given the history of this pro.
has expressed public reservations

jeet and the difierent objectives of about Joyce, several sources said

everyone iyo1ved,"thatisn't easy. So many sUite officials harbor concerns
'

4

some details"will be fluid right up un-
about whether' he can both manage

' til·the governor anhounces it." the .Hyries Convention Center and .

,^. oversee construction of the new. fa-" "

r " , ,
T

, +Munielpal funding ' eility. "

,r
.

' t::. Last night,. for example, Weld Welds bill, which will be unveiled
t

· &es were still wrestling with two", at a. State .House 'news conference I

!. diEerent versions of how to specify this afterhoon, is. expeeted to call for
.) Boston's contribution to the project. 'the addition of a new manager to as- '

:

"" One plan, favored by city offi- sist with construction and market- -
.

.
eials, simply requires the'eity to kick ing, sources said last night.
in a minimum of $125 million. An- One key provision in Welds 'bill

t

other, favored "by Finneran, whose likely to win widespread support"
' support is necessary to move the bill eoneerns the financing of ths state's

,

, 'through the Legislature, would portion of the project. By' rolling
'

'

geeify that Boston's contributionbe
over the, long-term debt of the pro-' hetween $125 milli9n and $200 mil" jeet, Weld aides say, they can save

*li9n· '. '

, .
· taxpayers millions of dollars in inter-'·" 'he higher dollar requirement est. As a result, thCy say, the amount "

}dllld dearly disappoint Menino; of general obligation bonds neededi"lio two months ago tried to break
i<¢ . . .

to finance the pro eet would be farthe logµn by proposing that the city
x

'
·

i)- "- " less than the e 'peeted $700 millionpurchase the 60-aere South Boston ·. -

s'i't^e for about $125 million, ·
total cost.

.
"" That plan- was immediately shot The governor's package will also

dbim by Finneran, who has insisted t'y to build legislative support by in-

tiiat the city contribute at least $200 eluding funds for the 'Worcester eon-

Million to cover the full cost of purr- vention center and expansion of the
Chasing the site, deaning it up, and Springfield Civic Center in the same '

relocating current businesses. package. For years, both cities have
4

,

pressed state lawmakers for funding
)

Question on niannageinenet for those local projects.
P"Another politically 'sticky issue '

Weld has to grapple with' is who Globe staffers Richard Chacon, Adri-
'" " should run the proposed' 600,000- an Walker, and Frank Phillips con-

, n

s~juare-foot facility. tributed to thU report

,
%

V
, '¶

,

t

0



CCM-1O¶

4
Ws

!""" " Qlity uf Qknnhriiigr
%

'°%0:'i:',j,;::°"'
30.

Original Order

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 19, 1997

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to look into and report back

to the City Council on the proposal of GovernorWeld as set forth in the attached
Globe article to raise hotel taxes in Cambridge.
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Hotel tax
'

.

hikes seen
inWeld plan

IFundingfor convention eenter "

',eould affect Boston, Cambridge"
:

i'
tBy Meg Vaillaneourt · veloping a nnanCing package for the. i

globestaff
'

project earlier this year "suggestCd i

- that hiking room taxes only on 80s- '
·'

,
In a bid to jump-start cQnstrue- ton's hotels wOuld be sufficient. ' i

tion of a new Boston eonveiition
een- But after years of legislative dc- "

:

ter: Governor William F. Weld is ex- ' lay, Weld apparently wants to offer a ipeeted today to.propose raisinghotel bill with the strongest possible likeli- i "

room taxes in Boston and in his hood of passage before he leaves to '

adopted hometown of Cambridge to assume the pi)st of US ambassadorhelp pay for the $700 million project. to Mexico
-

and "to publicly release '

Under the plan, to be filed in a the bill before leaving later this week ,!.bill with the Legislature, hotel room for a vacation in the Adirondacks.
i

¶

taxes in both cities would rise 2.3 The current room tax of 9.7 !

percentage points, State House percent could rise to 12 percent un-
i

',sourees said. der the plan. The state mandates a
i

'

Weid's bill, however, would not 5.7 percent room tax and gives local
,i

yiolate the governor's long-held "no eommunites the option of adding a 4 0|

new taxes" pledge, aides said last percent oeeupan¢y tax. Both Boston 'I

night,'beeause it would require vot- and Cambridge now exercise that I.
ers in both Cambridge and Boston to option.
gipprove the measure. WeklS top aides were Me-tuning '

i

-
Some convention center backers the governor's package last night in l-at the State House yvere surprised the hopes of winning support from

,:

yesterday to learn that Weld'S bill , House Spcaker Thomas M. Fin- :

would include possible tdx increases neran, Senate President Thomas F.
:

'

in Cambridge. They noted that a Birmingham, and Boston Mayor
\1

,3peeial commission charged with dc- PROPOSAL, Page All . .
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Hotei taxhikes in Ca!nbridge,
Boston seen in eoiivention plan
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m PROPOSAL Over the past four years, the
'

.

"
eOntinued from Page Al

"

,Senate has passed several measures —-"""":
'

' R ealling'for the new facility to be riin YTkomas M. Menino.
. , .

· · '

t
by the Massachusetts Convention

.

. .

"The aim is to cra.f. a comp'o" Center Au°thority, headed by Fran,
,

misc that all the. pohtieal leaders
. f ° f

'

.
needed to bring the convention ¢cii~ as X. Joyce, a' ormer ajde to ormer

' ter to life ean'support," said a person
Senate President William Bulger.

familiar with the urious drafts, While neitherFinneran norWeld

,
,

I'And given the history of this pro~
hds expressed public reservations

jeet and the different objectives of ,

about Joyce, several sources said

everyone'involved, that isn't easy. So many state officials harbor concerns

some details u'ill be fiiiid right up un-,
about whether he- can' both manage "til,the gcivernor aniiounees it." the Hyries Convention Center and

"!

,«. oversee construction of the new fa- '

"

t

Jhinieipal funding eility. ·

n: Last night, for example, 'Weld Welds bill, which will be unveiled
,

,
)

akes were still \Nrestlirig with two', - at a, State House 'news conference .

,
different versions of how to specify ' this afternoon, is expected to eaii for

,

BOston's contribution to the project. the addition of a new manager to,as- '

""" One plan, favored by city oM- sist with construction and market-
.

' eials, simply requires the' city to kick ing, sources said last night.
,

in a minimum of $125 million. An- One key provision in Neld's bill
' ' - /

' other, favored, by Finneran, whose likely, to u'in wjdespreM support" ,

,

support is necessary to move the bill concerns the financing of ths stiite's
',, 'th"Pough the Legislature, would portion of the project. Ey rolling

.qRQeify that Boston's contributionbe Over the, long-term debt of the pro-
heµveen $125 inillioii' and $200 mil- ' jeet, Weld aides say, they can save

' lion. '
· taxpaj'ers Millions of dollars in inter-LA \'

· The higher dollar requirement
blY

. . .
est. As a,result, they say, the amount

would clearly disappoint .MenlnOg of general obligation bonds neededido two months ago tried to break
i' tE ' · .

to finance the pro eet would be far
, - t e logjam by proposing that the city . .

' fj- "- ' less than the expected $700 nnlhonpurchase the 60-aere South Boston r .

s'i'ie for "about $125 million, total cost.
. ,

·

' """ That plan was immediately shot The governor's package will also'
'

' &vii by Finneran, who has insistC,i try to build legislative support by in-

'th"at the city contribute at least $200 duding funds for the Worcester eon-
' ,million to cover the Lull cost of purr- vention. center and expansion of the
' Chasing the site, eleanihg it up, and Springfield Civic Center in the same

.

relocating current businesses. package. For years, both cities have

,

pressed state lawrrjakers for fuliding
r

Question on'managemenet 'for those local projects. '

" }'Another politically 'sticky issue ' ,

µ'eld has to grapple with' is who Globe staffers Richard Chacon, Adri-
should run the proposed' 600,000-

. .ajqr Walker, and Fmnk Phillips con-
'

' . ( V

,

square-foot facility. tributed to this report.. '
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 19, 1997

COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to look into and report back

to the City Council on the proposal of Governor Weld as set forth in the attached
Globe article to raise hotel taxes in Cambridge.
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Consent Order #30 LhjD<L&L ,jyLAjhum')

Counc111or Triantaf111ou re: (!jV\—: L YI
Report on the proposal of Governor
Weld to raise hotel taxes in
Cambridge .
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