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ABATEMENT 'OF DF1AIN TAXES,
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·- ,, report of a coµmit1ee. ' '

.

' i
r

CKTY OF CAMBRIDGE.
J

" In Board of Aldermen, 'March 2, 1870.
,

The Committee on ReservOirs and Drains,of this
Boa,rd, to which wds referred all the applications

,

for aba!elnent of ,th,e. ,taxes leVied" for 'the.eon-
struction cif the sewen .in ' Berkeley anQ Craigie

.streCts, havliig heard the parties, and fully- coy
sidCreii the matter, respectfully report:. .

t

That the objections made to these assessments
mP ' t « ' " V

are more grave'iri tbeir nature,and have.been more
'm

forcibly, pressed upon the Committee thani dny
others heard"this,year. "Iii 'tjhe case of 'Hon. Soc1

1

Parker, we Nere reque,sted ""to Make" a special"re-

port, and as tljis' case seems to embrace all the
featyres 'of the·'ot'her caSCs,suctt repdrt will disp.ose

of all. -T'hese assesSments are made. under Gene-'

"ral Statritcs; chap. 48, se"c..4,, at 'a Certain rate per
square i'oQt, on all,th,e land abutting on

t'hC sewers"
\ " d k

and lying withiii one hundred feet of the streets in
" +

which the same are laiij. This remonstrant ob-

- jects to ,this priiiciple of assessment .as unjust aih
not warra!!ted by 'tttC statute.' HC co"ntendsq that
!he beneQt to .the abuttors shOuld" be examined
and esti!iiated¥ in every case; and"a special 'aSseSs-

merit made aeeordingly,an'dthat this BOard cannot
lawfully adopt a genCral -rule; under which the

-/
'making' of all subse¢juent assessments shall be a
mere matter of riteasurenientand"cornputation.

.,

ThC sµtute do.es. not prescribe ajjy inethod for
ascertaining tbe amounts of Uiese assessmentS,

but g'ivcs this Boiird larg"e power over the subject,
. t ·L ' '

in .geiieral terms: Such powers rnay be exercised'
.in ally ihanner iiiiit is reasonable and sul)stantjally
just.' All generar ruies"wiU .incjaentaily WOrk in-
justice hj.Occasionalcases" but it is a Iliaxim4of
sound policy, notjikejy to-be abandohed nntil hu-
man 'nature Shall bc eSsentially. changedj that the

govcrnment of the dieckereq>tabl¢iS more condu-
ci've"to the best intgrests of s'ociety thttn any Mbi-

.trary form. 'It is o'ur opinion that the rule,adopted
and no\y long acted _upoii bj' this Board:'ivith ttjti
equitaNe power 'of abating any ·tax that ·may be

F
G - T d ' .' Z

. ·
'

t " ' 0unequal by reasoij of unusual circuiµstances, is
correct iii prin'eiijle: dnd' as fair and jtist in' jjriie-
tiee as ady,'that "Cou'ld""be adipte'dj It is ait'o,

we
think,

t)ar more'dii|f'Orm'in its ojCraiion thad,?ny

system o'f speeiat'"assessmCnt aQcording to'theY'ar-

bitrar-y 'judg-mCht ·of, tile '--individl}als
· cornposinjµ

this Bojr,],:which."dust vayyas they" change t frorti
.

,

L

year toiyear.
-

' I. ,
,, ^ . :... ' " M

L: ^ '^ - %k.
. · , ,4 4?

- , · -,

If t.igs positiµi of·the Coipmittee ·be correct, it
mjist establish tPe. Cssenji,a1 eilaallity and justice

,Of· onr rujp of prQcee'ding T'he legality ,of 'the
.rule l)aS" been siliiiciently dphela au(j. atfirnied by
two deCisioiis of 'the' ,$iiprem'a ,"JuCiiciai CoUrt'M"

/
P

T "":~ ,

Downer ?)8. Boston 7,,Cushiilg'; 277'j WriEht "u8".

Bostonb 9 cashiiig,'a33. Iil tiios,e,.ca'ses ihe'ai1ihor-
ities of)tbe City of Bosioii laid 'the taxes in pro-

" r
C

·

rportion to the 'assessed'value of '·thC lanCt· abutting
onShe

lsewe'l's:' exclusive of impiovements,and.we
L

assess at a'certain rdtC' per'square foot: this is the
p § " e

.only'djWrence. .fjur rulejs, for this City,jar more
t , ±

!r.eason3ble, .ancl just than the rule then ,-app!ied in'
Boston', for it is a fact, which perhaps no one will

-dispiitj tbat in our City, the lands Ieceiving the
greates't 'benefit fro'm chainage, arC thOse ivUicii

are coiil'pal'a!ively less' ;valliab]e without drainage,
and therefore these' lands should bear ,an equal
share bf' the cost 'tit ¢,onstrueting sewers. i!tte,
COur"t having* upheld" the Boston i'ule, would cer:

0 · ' .

tainly upiiold the more reasonable rule on which
our prjctic'ejs based.' "

- .
,

P This: remonstrant 'gives to tbe word " benefit,"
as used in ,ttte^siatute,a construetioii'which s'eeuis

.I' L t / · * a . .

to us ijiore limited th.an the Legiglature intended.
He seeds'iC apjily' it only" to the i!nmediate md"
visible, advantaged'erivCCi 'from the' "drain; while
the aihve mentiohed' deeisioiis"o'f thC CoiUt show
that itAvas there consideredto'have a vastly morC
eXten(ied' signiticaneC. " The opportunity tO 'enter'a

· tsewer,)thoughno 'ent'rY lias b'een a"etiially made, is
V

'a benCfit, for 'the" entktice miiy bC inadC at any
time iii tile fu'tui'e:aii'd 'this'right increaSes the indr-

t

k€t vaiiie of tii¢ land. ' T'tiisbenefit' is" gr"eatly en-
hanced 'bj"the"'factthdt'theie "sewers dre durably

N

,
P

built, 4nd'wi!l be kei)t iii o'rdCr ':irtd rCpaired'per-
peiual'ly by the city, "moS,tly at" its 'own ex:pense."

The oppo'rtul]i'ti' 'to driiih di€erCntportion'sof' largQ

estatei distinct]g, 111 "'ca'se "of faturC division, iS a
: ' / ' ·

F

W '

, , i r « *
'

C

t . A ; - ' "T"" P i. · Pt' " '

,benefij, dn'd therefore such an .estate [i)ay be as-
sessCd' for /iwC or"m&e di'ailis1lt'ihe siimti. tiiiie, ifk

" ' ' ' ' ¢,

no pai't thereof' bears Inore tban onC rate. . The
percol'ation secured' by the proximity of a server,

X

is,a g1:eat benefit in aimOs't' aiiy part of"iiiis City.-
4 " " - ". " t

Any idva!}tag'eaccruing "tO the 1and,"however re-
,mo,te,,is a'benefit within"the'statut€ ' ' "

Tbij re}nonsti:ant claims that His access to the
se"yr'iS 'o'ot"s'j'con'venientas that

"?Of others,—tjut

we tl)iii"k it no valid 'ob,jcction "to 'the assessinent,

that,oj!c ?ropl:letor, in order to" reach ' the
,
sewe<

11@s tq build his house drain a fCw feet longer than '
q

anothCr. He ,also Urges that his tax 8hould be
,

abatej,", becatlsie' lie,"has provided a' drain for his
estate"in iUtothCr direc'tion,'which 'haS an outlet in

' C

- .
A m "

a ,r!atliral"basinin rear- of 'his 'land; mnd the 'Com-
mitte¢ fiSis that this basin iii' turh has an" outlet
thr9ugh 'the' commoii; sewer"in""Craigie street.—
Another ci'f the'rCm'onstraiitShad 'a iong private.

~

drain: with, an outlet through the Masoii street
sewer.', but had ijdt paid for the i)rivjlege: Such
'drai'nilge,-to aiid thi'pugb the 'c,ommoii 5ewei's,·' -for

' 6

the "cµstruction of 'which; thejand' has nOt' cOn-
.

tri,l)u!ed,',iS iio .objee,tiaj to the assessnient,— for .if.'
the. ljability Could, be so ,qvoide¢|, ;tiie C!ty cO'u1@

not Coiiect its assessmentS, except "froin parties
6

F

willing to pay,ay1 the sta'tute would be practically
a nullity.

, ,,
,

, .
" '

.
'

'

'
On the Yi'hole, we reCommeii,d 'that all the parties

\
hiivejeave .to withdraW. ' '

.

' "
,

GEO: W: pa-rk;, "

,

' For. tiiC COmmittee.
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hat"is invaluable. It is like the Rowers .Trani

ng 'up in our patliway,"re'vivil]g and "the ord

us. Ykaried by· the toils of!the day,
.

through

iing is a word spoken in
tendd'rne:s.by 10 P: y

It is sunshine falliiig on tjieiiart. "A
-
..the "sty

, .

' to Apn
and father who 18 silent and uttct\s no

J

d in "his own 1k)u8c to hi8,'wife"an-d chil- '

y. be called a Mse man; but he is not
" f?epo

this tttiny
"

Hg"' "" t""' ye happy ::,'::'
ove and klndneSs. If smiles-, kind words,

the hos,

fant looks"iervade !he"whole hogsehold:
" fire hat

ired that 18 'a happy_home. AgrCeable badges
ructive conversation at home is far bCtr -\\/in
readi.ng. ij/e often paQs by a written. ed me

" · . - ' 7

t a lecture, ahd theh go anQ.pay oUr firmed
E

0 hear the same words utte"r'ed. Who -
The

ot" rather listen to wor& well spoken, a riiem

iead the siiine ? So with children, they Appci

'ri uith .plea8ure from the lip's of Pam
Spec,ia1

'hat they would deCm a-'taU to stady" Board.

t:'
more entertaining

tha:
to"· listen to

Brid,(
"

.
3 -

"

b
-" .te,e on ,

ersation of intelligent,peop)e,.? "JNe Some"
ornmen

) parents, who are the lif'e of every,com" frotn it+
P

iy enter, yet dull·and 8ilent at hoiiie. It". bridge
has.not enoug'h mental activity and

'

it 75 t'e(
" ?

knciwkdge sufficient fOr .both, let thew 9 j'nchel

wide for their own
LJusehohjL

Nomme " street, .t
·W_.

reserve their 8o¢ial".charms for abroad,
,
To HaE

:

p their home in darknes8. Don't be ' " S. E
A >

1' a little fdn at home. .Don't be afraid' " Hei

le
iunshjhe into your

11ous'¶ md heart8
": idar

+ 4

iould seeru too bright and cheerful, and
' Ad (

- . ." Bra
hilarity and laughter. "If you wish to " YVil

mr childrCn at' hcjne at night,,.let your" " We
r " «T" ·

' ' ' "

|e fall jot mirth and 8oci&l enjoyineiit. " Hei
bliss must have fuit· and iµlaKation, and " Ow:

jto not find it at' their, own 'he&rth-stones,
" .

n seek it in- other-less profitaj?le piaeem

re let the fire burn ljiigh"t]y at night, and Of tli

ie home ever delightful with all those " cy
- .

,
'

..
"at,

t"s which parents should understand.
"

-

.
,Da

.

.our of merriment around the lamp and

.t seems" to b,lot but the'pe,rplexi'tiei and S,:h,el'

's of" the whole aay., ' The, influence ijf the Foot.~
a

jon]egtic, scene
" 13 the "best sUe-guard to l The

nt into the worldi It is better to in'terest. corjan
. J

i and make- thew happy, at home, than ""ou;nert
r

tlj 8trangers or mi1u8c h'iendb.. .A 8ilent 'ertj', iv
' .\ ' " " g ' "' hi' . . ,. "· ':k

is a dull place'forycuiig !jeople. '.Make Coil:
» 'W

ttraciive 'an(i' bheerfal,, iF
ycii wish the-' The t'o

" X b E

iblk"s to stay there,. and the vvhole"house- ·Jacobs

-'
' " '

.
P" To Tki

1 be happy. Happy is the man who can

uuome, mlen'hea;ied,aiid"atclose of day, 'I'he

": - " """ '-T _. - . - -, ces Qt.
:reetiug7 'from loving hearts, ang 'ydgome

-an' Orc
of clijldreil,-rtll' ,'µfny thousand little'

.- The
r"

7Inent8 'for comfortAU Genjoyment that baj'e !j

' tell of thoughtful arid- expectant love. a g'el
iy. homC is inure,valuable than g,olj, for it -,

Cirdiui

,te"3 arid re'taiiy its ijeauty,and fresljness ppnait
" )

ilose of life.
.

,

' ,
," - ."

'

I, "1Getl
" ", "

.
" Suc:

yard 9t. Library '"AssQcIATioN.—The' "" becorr

j CommitteC' of tbe alloye Assoeiatioil,an: utes 0
7F"

a LitCraiy iind Musical Entertainment to" have I

d g

CIl in the Harvard %St. 1\'1, E."Church ,on -same

ay eveuiag iiext, March 10th, iii aid o'f tile careli

iotial Fund of Hie' Association. The enter-- ,".t0 ii
nt will ConsjSt of' Readings, 'µccitat"ions,

" 'ex,pecj

..
ue,s, &e., interspersed with InlisiC, both vo-

phras

d inetµµnenta1,Ma"king a j11Qst atti'active neces:
A

inme, the Mine talent of ,tijC Society, being. text,

atCd by the-addition of nanies Well kiiovvn altera
.

si.ciil and, literary circles throujhout our .
Tht

ho tia"v1 kindly con,sented'to lend tiieir as.
dexe'

. ·^

· r ·
r

y

. . + Ne,
,

-

'
-

thc O
1

· . * ~

object 18 a noble one, it being for the assist.
'on1y,i

W

t deseryii)gyoung iiien .slrilggling'toobtain requi
' ' k \ '

.
.

,- .

ieation (with ' but slender means at- their : It ,

ind,) that 'they mµy"8iarid
upon the walls' ,Ordit

ii and preach the glad Gospel tidi,ngs to a
oini'st

vvorld.' The iQcipient iii the" preSent inStance will t
~. .

.

.

whose taterµs give prom ise of gieat future
these

ics8, and .we trust ,t-hat a wdi,ti.llCd house the C

ttCs't the "iutercSt of Our readers and the
med :

generally in" a cause so w(?rthy of' their pat
" Th'

). Ti¢ket8 50 ee"ntS to 1)c obia"ined of G. C, O'tiq

lier and at the door. E.xeµ: ises to com-
time,

r

"at 7j'o'cluek. '
,

" . ,- -
:

"+ — +- — - · " . t
. --W

d P

'
. . '" ,r "

.

'

".

- Ma
eriou.s Offence. — On Friday evening,
jek,-a receiving1etter box of itie Old Cam,

Tb'
K

Post oliice, which was fastCned to a stonC ,

Codi
4

.t'the.enftanee E? the College Qrounds near
,any s

3ward's- oiiiee was stoleu. The box, with
'

Ab
? "

tt.ents which" are"now uuknown, was wrCnch- Com:
.

" " · > '

nu its fastenings-aad. carried off, and the an el

ager of the Post office .fOunii it the next ('v (

ng, broken open 'in frout'Qf Gray's Hall in "g.ivin
, . K

ollege yard.."UVhen it' 'is knO,wn thau.the
.
on tt

y for "thi8 oUenee'is impri8ollmeot fOr one ·Berk

tl. jail or a fine of threC 'thousand doll&r8, it Lc
tot bo so great a joke- to the peijjetrators dient

~:1 they be discovered,. and from ,tbe eEf9rts pri8(j

a-re now 'being madC it is hoped they will lutnt

mght to justice, -

,
. ' :'"" La

- "' mitu
7 ' " f ·" %

I p.

sical REcEpTIoNs.—The second of' .Carlyle lamE

3ilea's interesting iiiatinees occurred on ::tsht

y of last week, at four o'clock, at 'Chicker-
of th

Hail. The selectionswere choiCe aiid well 'Acct
~

lred.
"

'

'
""

- -
_

'
' Ei

r

'.
PeterSiiea, is a "skilful, Yersatile 'and ac- 'iieer

lkhed piankt, and his performances were buri

enjoyable. He pIilyed with his usual ease- ICOll
.

'xpr¢ssion. Hlllljmeu8 Coiicerto in A' minor, " 0:
F · ¥ 0

1Mozalt'8 unat8 in A minor were 'grand in eng]
" ' Gtt-:l
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