CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

MASSACHUSETTS 02139 - 617-876-6800 :
Barbara Ackermann

Mayor

June 21, 1972

Joan Cadden

24 Concord Ave,
e we 401
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Joan Cadcen,

The Mayor has asked me to tell you that

she is interested and in sympathy. She

would apprecizte any news recarding Joan
Cadden vs the Election Commission,

I have been told by the Attorney feneral's
Office that the statc allows discretion
between Election Codes. What happened in
Newton is not a precedent that will nec-
essarily liberate the Cambridge Election
Committee,

Also it has been suqgested that the Secretary
of State would be of more assistance,

T would appreciate it if vrn w1 keen in
¢couch. If you would like, wie dayor could
piing your oroblum Lo zhe attention of the
C:ty Council,

Singerely yours,
‘ o :
vick Aekérmann- - - .
Speeizl "ssistant
to the Mavor



»

Departmcnt o[ tlle History of Scicnce
. Harvarcl University

Holyol(e Center 838, Gaml)ri(lge, Mass. 02138

May 4, 1972

Secretary

City of Cambridge Election Commission
362 Green Street

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir/Madam:

In February, 1972, I was refused the right to register
to vote in Cambridge under what I, my husband, my employer,
the state in which I was married and the Massachusetts Corpor-
ations and Taxation Department all consider to be my name. I
was told I would have to register under my husband's surname;
I did not do so. )

I understand (Boston Globe, April 9, 1972) that Newton
City has, at the request of the office of the State Attorney
General, recently begun to allow women to register to vote
under their own names. I would like to know whether the City
of Cambridge has changed its policy in this matter, and, if
not, what steps you suggest I take to insure that my name
will be properly registered in time for me to vote in the
November, 1372 electious.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincergly, s
Jggn Cadden '
(Residence:

24 Concord Avenue

Apartment U401
Cambridge, Mass. 02138)

DEAR MADAM:
This is to inform you that the City of
Cambridge has not changed it's policy and married

women have to register under their married name.

cAMT TDGE KLECTION COMMISSION
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D(‘lmrlnwnt ()f !Lr Histm-\' 0[ Sci(‘nc('
”ar\'unl ,' v eesily

Holyol(e (‘vnt(-r “30, (‘uml)rhlgc, A\\ass. 02138
June 10, 1972

The Honorable Barbara Acherman
Cambridge- City Hall
Cambridge, Messachusetts

Dear Mayor Ackerman :

Enclosed is a copy o a letter I sent recently to the
Cambridge Election Commissinn. The letter explains my predica-
ment regarding registering to vote, and I pass it on to you
in hope that some acceptablc solution can be found.

I am awave that [ can legally "change" my name, but,
since it has never been other than it is, I find this alternative
as compromising as registering to vote under my husband's name.
| cannot believe that I mus?' ¢hnose hetween my name and my right
to vote. (The situatrion is rendered particularly rediculous by
the tact that the state in wlhich T was previously registered to
vote accepted my name as it is. It seems that when I travel
between Colorado and Massaclusetts, my name changes automatically.)

A< you can see frou their vep e gt the bottom of my letter,
the Blection Commission couw’d i or wouid not tell me how I
m.oi.t approach solvinz my o oo o would gppreciate any help®
o odvice you can prive me T by

T . . s
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