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Amended Order
IN CITY COUNCIL

March 1, 1999

COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLORBORN
COUNCILLORDAVIS
MAYOR DUEHAY
VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORTRIANTAFILLOU

WHEREAS: A recent edition of the Boston Globe ran an article regarding the City of Lawrence's
effort to purchase land in adjacent communities to build affordable housing for low and

moderate income people (as outlined in the attachment) and provide for additional open
space for the benefit of Cambridge; and

WHEREAS: This is an interesting premise that may be worth exploring to house those unfortunate
residents of our city who are being "priced out" of their dwellings; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
DevelopmentDepartment to explore this possibility, and determine whether it would be

beneficial to Cambridge, and if eligibility could be limited to Cambridge residents and

to report back to the City Council on this matter.

In City Council March 1, 1999.

Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of eight members.

Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

k,,,,,,_
X9 )najT~ j7

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Next door, Lavvrenee sees room to grovv
By CarolineLouiseCole LovMncome housingplan eyes suburbs '°'" l'ke Me'huen;" sa'd Methuen cir.,·

.' globe correspondent
councilor Ronnie Fo "d. "Even when we've

tried, we've faced resistance."

LAWRENCE - After many frustrat- towns and build on them. rence Housing Authority Executive Direc- Now, Lawrence has moved from argu- -

ing Years of watching cities build blocks of The move- the first time in state histo- tor Domenic O'Neill, "that our affluent ment to action. Last year, the housing au-

,,"jow-income apartments, while nearby sub- ry a municipality has sought to build affor- neighbors continue to ignore the need for thority established a nonprofit corpora-

' ' urbs remained enclaves of affluence, LaWy dable housing outside its borders - threat- housing within their own towns for those tion, the Essex Housing' Partnership,

'"'
' rµce's housing agency has quietly orga- ens to open a new front in the longstand- at all income levels." which is authorized to develop hc)llsil]i(

!.1{· nized- a new building plan for federally ing "anti-snob" zoning battles between ur- But such arguments quickly run into anywhere in the state. Organizers 21)'('

·:

.;;.'3: '"'· ' "
'" subsidizedhousing - next door in Andover, ban and suburban residents in Massachu- heavy resistance from suburban homeown- patching together a mix of private. im'esd-

'·:

. North'Andover, and Methuen. setts. ers. ment, federal rental subsidies, tax credits, "

"'"

It plans to buy parcels of land in those "It simply isn't fair," declared Law- "It's hard to get public housing in a HOTJSING, Page B6
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: The debate over affordablehous- iLaunnee '"""'"'"'"""'"k"°""''"#/0t ' concept of suburban living, say many

.
:

housing specialists.
.,"

" '
' "Urban areas naturally attractmay build · lower-income people because that is
where the services are and that's

0 where there is a superior public
'

houslng transportation network," said Tara
Frier, a spokesman for the state Di-
vision of Housing and Community' next door """°'"'"'°

In 1969, the Legislature attempt- '

ed to spur communities to build
. W HOUSING

. more lower income housing. Private
Continued from Page Bl ' developers were granted the right to

. . by-pass local zoning laws and getand other development financing
,

. . .
. state permission to build affordabletools to fund the housing.

multi-family complexes. For eommu-'Already, O'Neill said, the part-
,. . . ." nities in which at least 10 percent ofnership is negotiating to purchase '

· " ' " f 'housing is in the af ordable' cate- i

several parcels in the tree-filled sub- · '

.
'

gory, normal zoning rules apply.
Surbs that surround Lawrence, and

'

But O'Neill said that regulationhe expects to break ground by June.
and others market-based measuresHe envisions several 8- to lO-unit dc-
have largely failed.

velopments of duplexes or three-
Only21 of the state's 351 commu-family dwellings.

nities meet the 10 percent thresh-' "We're not talking about 200-unit
hold, Frier said.

complexes though certainly there is
North Andover town managerthat level of need," O'Neill said.

Robert Halpin said he could not pre-One attractive spot is a parcel
diet whether Lawrence's plans'

thp city already owns in North An-
would be controversial. However, he'

dover, adjacent to Lawrence Muni"ci-
criticized the housing authority for

E pal Airport, O'Neill said.
failing to present the plan, which he

North Andover Selectman Wil-
learned of in a newspaper reportliam Duffy said he does not oppose yesterday, to North Andover offi-Lawrence's plans in North Andover,
cals.

as' long as they do not result in the
"That's kind of a foolish wav to '

, kind of infamous high-density,high
prueced," said Halpin. "North "An

rise buildings that attract crime and
clover has made an aggressive at-dysfunction in the nation's big cities.
tempt to deal with the" affordable'

"I don't think it is fair to say housing issue."
NOrth Andover is against affordable

That's not how it looks fromhousing," said Duffy. He said the
downtown Lawrence. "Our neighbor

toWn accepted a large subsidized
towns can boast they manage sever-complex built by the Catholic Arch-
al hundred units of subsidized hous-

diocese in the mid-1,980's and has
ing, but when you look beyond the

"several less expensive rental du-
numbers what vdu find is that these

plexes in our downtown."
families are

ac'iuaiij' living in Law-
But the Archdiocese's Wood

1\, " "rence," C)' 'eill said.
' Ridge project sparked controversy The little affordable housing that

when it was proposed, and even to-
does exist in towns neighboring

day residents of the complex say Lawrence, he said, is well out of
their children feel ostracized in

reach of moderate wage earners." schools.
"If low-income people want to

live here, that's fine," O'Neill said,
,

"but we think they should have the i

')l)pol'tunity for trees and open I

sq"mees too."

If Lawrence's plan works, more
people could soon have that. choice.
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10. I

Original Order
IN CITY COUNCIL

March 1, 1999 1

COUNCILLORRUSSELL

WHEREAS: A recent edition of the Boston Globe ran an article regarding the City of Lawrence's
effort to purchase land in adjacent communities to build affordable housing for low and

moderate income people as outlined in the attachment; and i

WHEREAS: This is an interesting premise that may be worth exploring to house those unfortunate
residents of our city who are being "priced out" of their dwellings; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Community
DevelopmentDepartment to explore this possibility, and determine whether it would be

beneficial to Cambridge, and if eligibility could be limited to Cambridge residents and

to report back to the City Council on this matter.
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Next door, Lau'renee sees room to grovv
... .
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By CarolineLouiseCole " Low"income housingplan eyes suburbs 'oWn like Methuen," said Methuen city ·

T
" .' globe correspondent -

-,

councilor Ronnie Ford. "Even when we've

.*:

:"
" '- - .

.." tried, we've faced resistance."

.. .... ,,, LAWRENCE - After many huStrab towns and build cm therm rence Housing Authority Executive Direc- Now, Lawrence has moved from argu- -

:

-.":ing.years of watching cities build blocks of The move -
the first time in state histo- tor Domenic O'Neill, "that our affluent merit to action. Last year, the housing au-

, ,

'|&:incOme apartments, while nearby sub- ry a municipalitY has sought to build affor- rieighbors continue to ignQre the need for thority established a nonprofit corpora-
:

,:'"j
:

abS"&mained enclaves of affluence, Law- 'dable housing outside its borders - threat- housing within their own towns for those tiOn, the Essex Housing Partnership,

'fi' :

%eiiee?s-:hOusing agency has quietly orga- ens to open a neN front in the longstand- at all income levels." .

" wEiich is authorized to develop housing"

":

j
,:

"
C'd·'a"

new building plan for federally ing "anti-snob" zoning battles between ur- But such arguments quickly run into anywhere in the state. Organizers are

miiEiiazedhousing- next door in Andovcr, ban and suburban residents in Massachu- heavyresistancefrom suburban homeown- patching together a mix of private invest-

'2 Nortil':"Andover, and Methuen. .
setts. ." ers.

· ment, federal rental subsidies, tax credits,
:

'.i;"" It plans to buy parcels of land in those "It simply isn't fair," declared Law- ' "It's hard to get public housing in a HOUSING, Page B6
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: : The debate over affordable hous- r

; au'renee "!'""'"'"""' "'"by"""" g>io
- ' Coneept of suburban living, say many

--6
.

. .,

:

l!ouSing specialists.
"'""" "' :

t "Urban areas naturally attractmay build lower-income people because that is
: ' Uttere the services are and that's

0
' where there is a superior publichous]ng :

transportation network," said Tara
' Frier, a spokesman for the state Di-.

,

vision of Housing and Communitynext door """°'"'""
: ' In 1969, the Legislatureattempt-

L

',:, ed to spur communities to build
.W HOUSING
\ more lower income housing. Private

' ¢"Qntinuedfrom Page B1 : (jevelopers
were granted the right to

,
-'

. .
' by-pass local zoning laws and getand other development financing '

,

. . .
.

statte permission to build affordabletools to fund the housing.
Multi-family complexes. For eommu-'-"Already, O'Neill said, the part-

. . . .
,

" rhties in which at least 10 percent ofnership is negotiating to purchase '

. . .housing is in the "affordable" cate- i

seYeral parcels in the tree-filled sub-
,

Qory, normal zoning rules apply.
)

urbs that surround Lawrence, and '

' 1 'But O'Neill said that regu ation"

he-expeets to break ground by June.
and others market-based measuresHe,envisions several 8- to lO-unitdc- '

have largely failed. '

vfji.Opments of duplexes or three- '

Only 21 of the state's 351 eommu-falnily dwellings'1
nities meet the 10 percent thresh-:'"We're not taking about 200-unit liold, Filer said.

complexes though certainly there is
North Andover town managerthdt level of need," O'Neill said.

Robert Halpin said he could not pre-,,'One attractive spot is a parcel diet whether Lawrence's plans
thf city already owns in North /y!-

would be controversial. However, he4

doiier, adjacent to Lawrence Munm-
,

criticized the housing authority forpal' Airport, O'Neill said.
failing to present the plan, which he'! North Andover Selectman wu- kamed of in a newspaper reportliam Duffy said he does not oppose yesterday, to North Andover offi-LQ,wrenee's plans in North Andover,
cals.

as"long as they do not result in the
. "That's kind of a foolish way tokinil of infamous high-density, high-

proceed," said Halpin. "North An-
riSe buildings that attract crime and

dover has made an aggressive at-dySfunction in the nation's big cities.
tempt to deal with the affordable

.

'

. '"I don't think it is fair to say housing issue."
N(nth Andover is against affordable

That's not how it looks fromho.using," said Duffy. He said the
downtown Lawrence. "Our neighbor

toPm accepted a large subsidized
towns can boast they manage sever-eomplex built by the Catholic Arch-
al hundred units of subsidized hous-

diocese in the mid-1980's iind has
ing, but when you look beyond the

"several less expensive rental du-
numbers what you find is that these

,
plexes in our downtown." '

families are actually living in Law- '
' But the Archdiocese's Wood

. renee," O'Neill said.
' Ridge project sparked controversy

The little affordable housing that
when it was proposed, and even to-

does exist in towns neighboring
day residents of the complex say Lawrence, he said, is well out of -

their children feel ostracized in
reach of moderate wage earners.schools.

"If low-income people want to'
live here, that's fine," O'Neill said,
"but we think they shOuld have the

. opportunity for trees and open
spaces too."B

If Lawrence's plan works, more
people could soon have that choice.
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Next door, Lavvrenee sees room to grovv '
t

ByCaroliniLouiseCole Low-income housingplan eyes suburbs '°'" "ke Methuen," said Me'""",
:

""'
.' globe correspondent

councilor Ronnie Ford. "Even when \ '"'vc'!

,

tried, we've faced resistance."

LAWRENCE - After many frustrat- towns and build on them. rence Housing Authority Executive Direc- Now, Lawrence has moved from argu- -

ing Years of watching cities build blocks of The move- the first time in state histo- tor Domenic O'NCill, "that our affluent merit to action. Last year, the housing au-

,,,'jow-ineome apartments, while nearby sub- ry a municipality has sought to build affor- neighbors continue to ignore the need for thority established a nonprofit corpora-

' .urbs remained enclaves of affluence, LawT dable housing outside its borders - threat- housing within their own towns for those tion, the Essex Housing Partnershil),

" C' 'rence's, -housing agency has quietly orga- ens to open a new front in the longstand- at all income levels." which is authorized to develop housing

'jQi,; med- a new building plan for federally ing "anti-snob" zoning battles between ur- But such arguments quickly run into anywhere in the state. Organizers il)'C!

'""casidizedhousing - next door in Andover, ban "and suburban residents in Massachu- heavy resistance from suburban homeown- patching together a mix of private im"ext

.
North'Andover, and Methuen. setts. ers. ment, federal rental subsidies, tax credits,

'"'""

It plans to buy parcels of land in those "It simply isn't fair," declared Law- "It's hard to get public housing in a HOTJSING, Page B6
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e: The debate over affordablehous- '

avvrenee ;ingin suburbs is nearlyas old as the
' concept of suburban living, say many

7
:

housing specialists..,

'
· "Urban areas naturally attractmay build lower-income people because that is

where the services are and that's0 where there is a superior publichouslng transportation network," said Tara
Frier, a spokesman for the state Di-
vision of Housing and Communitynext door """°'"'""

In 1969, the Legislature attempt-
ed to, spur communities to build' W HOUSING
more lower income housing. Private

Continued from Page Bl ' developers were granted the right to '
. .

V by-pass local zoning laws and get· and other development financing
,

. . .
. state permission to build affordabletools to fund the housing.

multi-family complexes. For commu-'Already, O'Neill said, the part-
- iiities in which at least 10 percent ofnership is negotiating to purchase '

' ' " f }housing is in the "af ordable" cate- ,several parcels in the tree filled sub-
gory, normal zoning rules apply.

Iurbs that surround Lamenee, and
. . .But O'Neill said that regulation

,

'

he expects to break groundby June.
and others market-based measures

I

He envisions several 8- to lO-unit dc-
have largely failed.

ve!opments of duplexes or three-
Only 21 of the state's 351 eommu-family dwellings. '

nities meet the 10 percent thresh-' "We're not talking about 200-unit
hold, Frier said.

complexes though certainly there is
North Andover town managerthat level of need," O'Neill said.

Robert Halpin said he could not pre-
' One attractive spot is a parcel

diet whether Lawrence's plansthp city already owns in North An-
would be controversial. However, he

" dover, adjacent to LawrenceMuniei-
criticized the housing authority forr

pal Airport, O'Neill said.
failing to present the plan, which he

North Andover Selectman Wil-
learned of in a newspaper reportliam Duffy said he does not oppose yesterday, to North Andover offi-Lawl'ence's plans in North Andover,
cals.

as'long as they do not result in the '

'

"That's kind of a foolish way to '

kind of infamous high-density,highi
proceed," said Halpin. "North An-

rise buildings that attract crime anc dover has made an aggressive at-. 0 q
r

dysfunction in the nation'; big cities.
t.empt to deal with the affordable'

"I don't think it is air to say housing issue."
North Andover is against affordable

That's not how it looks fromhousing," said Duffy. He said the
doumtown Lawrence. "Our neighbor

toSvn accepted a large subsidized
towns can boast they manage sever-

.

" complex built by the Catholic Arch-
al hundred units of subsidized hous-

,

,

diocese in the mid-1980's and has
ing, but when you look beyond the

"several less expensive rental clu-
numbers what. you find is that these

plexes in our downto\vn."
families are actually living in Law-

. But the Archdiocese's Wood
· ·1)'enee," O'Neill saic,.

Ridge project sparked controversy
The little affordable housing that

when it was proposed, and even to-
does exist in towns neighboring

day residents of the complex say Lawrence, he said, is well out of'
their children feel ostracized in

reach of moderate wage earners.schools.
"If low-income people want to

live here, that's fine," O'Neill said,
"but we think they should have the :

'

opportunity for t,rees and open
i

K

spaces too." 1

If Lawrence's plan \\"ol'kS. more
!

. people could soon have that choice. !
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10.

" IN CITY COUNCIL
March 1, 1999

COUNCILLORRUSSELL

WHEREAS: A recent edition of the Boston Globe ran an article regarding the City of Lawrence's

effort to purchase land in adjacent communities to build affordable housing for low and

moderate income people as outlined in the attachment; and

WHEREAS: · This is an interesting premise that may be worth exploring to house those unfortunate

residents of our city who are being "priced out" of their dwellings;{.,now therefore be it
'. 2?*

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the
C(S&unity

DevelopmentDepartment to explore this possibility, and determir=hether it would be

beneficial to Cambridge, and if eligibility could be limited to Ca&[klge residents and
"" to report back to the City Council on this matter.
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Counc111or Russell re: report on the
possib111ty of whether it wuu1d be
beneficial to Cambridge to purchase
land in adj acent communities to build
affordble housing for low and moderate
inocme people .
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In City Council March I, 1999
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