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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TEL. 349-4300
Fax.349-4307
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance
‘ as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.
Very truly“yours,

4/

Robert W. Healy
City Manager
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE Eow
Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor T2gal Counsel
City Solicitor 795 Massachusetts Avenue Biree Albric]
. irge Albright
Donald A. Drisdell Camb“,l‘,j%e’ é\;[?]ssgﬁguﬁgi HEL8 Gail 5. Gabriel
Deputy City Solicitor el. (617) § Arthur J. Goldberg
Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper
Michael C. Costello Deborah R. Cautela
Assistant City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

‘ The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed
amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

‘ is attached as page 3.
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simpiy delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by
the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be
enacted.

Very truly yours,

L

ussell B. Hig




Mr. Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J)(3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must~be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be present next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In  addition, car alarms that are wunintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.
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Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time.  In no case shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

]




5
time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from .

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

. as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.

Very trulyyours,
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Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor Y:i’galr\c)‘ounsel
City Solicitor 795 Massachusetts Avenue SirveAlbrial

. irge Albright
Donald A. Drisdell Cambndge, Massachusetts 02139 Gaz% S. Gabgriel
Deputy City Solicitor Tel. (617) 349-4121 Arthur J. Goldberg

Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper
Michael C. Costello Deborah R. Cautela
Assistant City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed
‘ amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

is attached as page 3.

'
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the‘desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by
the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be
enacted.

Very truly yours,

L

ussell B. Hig
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Mr. Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it mustibe tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and

. the owner must be present next to the vehicle at the time the
N
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation.”

§8.16.080(J) (3) 1is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. -In no case shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

1




5
time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an

automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five
minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety dayvs from

L

19985.

§8.32.050 False alarms--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a Proposed amendment to the Nojse Ordinance

‘ as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russel] B. Higley.
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Deputy City Solicitor Tel. (617) 349-4121 Arthur J. Goldberg
Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper
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Michael C. Costello
Nancy E. Glowa

Assistant City Solicitor

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:
‘ The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed

amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Oordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

‘ is attached as page 3.

\
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
pburglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggést that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by

the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

L.

Ussell B. Hig




Mr.

Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must-be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be present next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department_must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,

and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no case shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

1
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time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm systenm is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from .

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms—--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a Proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.

Very trul yours,
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Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor ﬁga;\éounsel
City Solicitor 795 Massachusetts Avenue Biree Albricl
. irge Albright
Donald A. Drisdell Cambnﬁe’ xgssgzgujfgf 021539 Gail S. Gabriel
Deputy City Solicitor el. (617) i Arthur J. Goldberg
Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper

Deborah R. Cautela

Michael C. Costello
Nancy E. Glowa

Assistant City Solicitor

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

‘ The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed
’amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

. is attached as page 3.

Al




2

Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
pburglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by
the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be
enacted.

Very truly yours,

e ?

Ussell B. Hig




Mr.

Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must.be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be present next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department.must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.
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Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no casé shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any




5
time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from ,

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms—--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

‘ as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.
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Deputy City Solicitor el. (617) i Arthur J. Goldberg
Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper

Deborah R. Cautela

Michael C. Costello
Nancy E. Glowa

Assistant City Solicitor

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

city Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:
‘ The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed

amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Oordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J)(3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

. . is attached as page 3.
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by

the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

i

ussell B. Hig




Mr.

Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J)(3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must<be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be presenﬁ'next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are wunintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) 1is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such ﬁesting shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no casé shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

1



5
time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment‘shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from ,

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

‘ as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.

Very truly“yours,

Robert W. Healy
City Manager
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Deputy City Solicitor el. (617) -4121] Arthur J. Goldberg

Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper
Michael C. Costello Deborah R. Cautela
Assistant City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa

July 7, 1995

Robert w. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, Ma 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

The City cCouncil referred resident David Stern’s proposed
. amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the
Law Department "to Prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm
unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

is attached as page 3.
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by

the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

ussell B. Hig




Mr.

Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J)(3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarnm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must-be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be presenﬁ next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such festing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no casé shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any
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time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitteqd by an alarm System, and who can open

the Premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm usersL;including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of

within ten minutes#,and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. a1l alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within nNinety days of the effective date‘of the

ordinance codifieq in this Chapter. current motor vehicle alarm

users. must comply with this section within ninety days from

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms—-Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two Or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be

ooooo
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September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B, Higley.

Very truly’yours;
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City Manager
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‘ CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor Teeal Counsel
City Solicitor 795 Massactusetts Avenue Biree Albril
. . irge Albright
DonaldA. Drtsdel Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 Gaﬁ ] Galfriel
Deputy City Solicitor Tel. (6171 349-4121 Arthur J. Goldberg
FaX. (617) 349‘4134 Linda A. S[arnper
Michael C. Costello Deborah R. Cautela
Assistant City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

The City Council referred resident David Stern’s propcsed

. amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the

Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.030(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

is attached as page 3.

'
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. T
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by

the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

.

ussell B. Hig




Mr. Stern’s Proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby eracted in its place:

it must.be tésted during & one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activateg for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be presenﬁ next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car glarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, o£ a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 minute.

In addition, al1 owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department_must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,

and impound cars of multipla abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the

hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only

- the minimum cycle test time. In no case shall such test time5

exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle ‘alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

1
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time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in‘which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from .

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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ROBERT W. HEALY
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RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

September 11, 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a proposed amendment to the Noise Ordinance

. as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.

Very truly“yours,

44

Robert W. Healy
City Manager
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Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor Ie alr\C)‘ounsel
City Solicitor 795 Massachusetts Avenue Biree Albrial

. irge Albright
Donald A. Drisdell Camban%e, gf;ss;'jg”ﬁgs 02139 Gail S. Gabriel
Deputy City Solicitor el. (617) i 1 Arthur J. Goldberg

Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper
Michael C. Costello Deborah R. Cautela

Assistant City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed

‘ amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the

Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Ordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in
its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

is attached as page 3.

'
. !
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Also attached as pPages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and‘more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by

the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

Ussell B. Hig




Mr. Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

it must.be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must pe present next to the vehicle at the time the
‘ alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are unintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must

§

register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,

and impound cars of multipls abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




§8.16.080(J)(3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor véhicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation.n"

§8.16.080(J)(3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

hours of 9:00 a@.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no case shall such test time
éxceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarnm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlineg language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief cf Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any

]




c‘A
5
time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an

emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including mctor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from

1995,

§8.32.050 False alarms--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be

subject to assessment as provided in this chapter:....
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September 11 , 1995

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached for your consideration a Proposed amendment to the Nojse Ordinance

as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russel] B. Higley.
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Robert W, Healy
City Manager
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Russell B. Higley Office of the City Solicitor ‘Zé g I(\C)‘ounsel
City Solicitor 795 Massachusetts Avenue J ,
Donald A. Drisdell Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 g’;ﬁeSA]g;}fr]:L I
Deputy City Solicitor Tel. (617) 349-4121 Arthur J. Goldberg
Fax. (617) 349-4134 Linda A. Stamper

Deborah R. Cautela

Michael C. Costello
Nancy E. Glowa

Assistant City Solicitor

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy

City Manager

city Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

. The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed
amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached) to the

" Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the
Oordinance Committee." Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in

its entirety. Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior
burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

. is attached as page 3.

]
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Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burgiar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by
the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be
enacted.

Very truly yours,

&

ussell B. Hig




Mr. Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J)(3) is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it must be tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be activated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be present next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

g In addition,’ car alarms that are unintentionally
>j activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 ﬁinute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with tke Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.




Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amrended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
the minimum cycle test time. In no case shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.
Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended
by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm

users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other persons who can be reached at any
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time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify th=2 Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an

automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible bell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from ,

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms—--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, ircluding any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false alarms within a calendar year shall be
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Office of the City Solicitor
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Tel. (617) 349-4121
Fax. (617) 349-4134

July 7, 1995

Robert W. Healy
City Manager
City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Proposed amendment to Noise Control Ordinance--car alarms;
Council Communication #05 of May 15, 1995

Dear Mr. Healy:

The City Council referred resident David Stern’s proposed

amendments to the Noise Control ordinance (copy attached)

to the

Law Department "to prepare an ordinance for consideration by the

Ordinance Committee."

its entirety.

Mr. Stern seeks to change §8.16.080(J) (3) in

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) currently states that the

following is a prohibited non-measured noise disturbance:

Sounding or permitting the sounding of any exterior

burglar (or fire) alarm or any motor vehicle burglar alarm

unless such alarm is automatically terminated within ten

minutes of activation.

A proposed ordinance amendment containing Mr. Stern’s language

is attached as page 3.



2

Also attached as pages 4 and 5 is a proposed amendment that
is, in my opinion, consistent with Mr. Stern’s purposes and more
consistent with existing ordinances. I note that his proposed
language would apparently simply delete the references to "exterior
burglar (or fire) alarms," which he perhaps(?) did not intend. I
also note that he proposes to reduce the time a car alarm may sound
from ten minutes to one minute. The Council must balance the
greatly diminished protection afforded a car owner by a one minute
alarm against the desire for quiet of residents bothered by the
noise. Perhaps a five minute cut-off is a reasonable compromise.

Therefore, I suggest that if Mr. Stern’s aims are adopted by
the City Council, the language appearing on pages 4 and 5 could be

enacted.

Very truly yours,

ussell B. Hié%ég?iji>



Mr. Stern’s proposal:

Section 8.16.080(J) (3) 1is deleted in its entirety and the

following language is hereby enacted in its place:

If a car burglar alarm is to be tested (all car alarms),
it mustAbe tésted during a one hour period at a time of day
when it will not infringe upon the rights of most residents.
The alarm must not be act-vated for more than 15 seconds, and
the owner must be present'next to the vehicle at the time the
alarm is activated.

In addition, car alarms that are wunintentionally
activated either by wind or rain, a bump, or a burglar must be
deactivated within 1 minute.

In addition, all owners of cars with car alarms must
register that fact with the Police Department. The Police
Department must have the right to ticket abusers of the law,
and impound cars of multiple abusers. The Police must enforce

these laws.



Law Department adaptation of Mr. Stern’s proposed amendments:

§8.16.080(J) (3) is hereby amended by adding the words ", and
in the case of motor vehicle alarms, within five minutes of

activation."

§8.16.080(J) (3) 1is further amended by adding thereto the

following language:

Testing of any motor vehicle alarm may only occur during the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Any such testing shall use only
~ the minimum cycle test time. In no case shall such test time
exceed five minutes. The motor vehicle owner shall be present at

the time such alarm is tested.

Chapter 8.32 entitled Security Alarm Systems shall be amended

by addition of the underlined language as follows:

§8.32.040 Alarm user’s responsibilities

A. Every alarm user, including motor vehicle alarm
users, shall submit to the Chief of Police the name and telephone

number of at least two other parsons who can be reached at any
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time, day or night, and who are authorized to respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm system, and who can open

the premises, or the motor vehicle in which the alarm system is

located.

B. All alarm users, including motor vehicle alarm users,

must notify the police department, in advance of any testing of
equipment. Failure to notify the Police Department in advance of a
testing of equipment shall constitute a false alarm and be subject
to the assessment schedule contained in this chapter.

C. All alarm systems, including motor vehicle alarms,

which use an audible bell or horn shall be equipped with an
automatic shut off device which will deactivate the alarm system

within ten minutes, and, for motor vehicle alarms, within five

minutes. All alarm users with an audible kell or horn must comply
with this section within ninety days of the effective date of the

ordinance codified in this chapter. Current motor vehicle alarm

users must comply with this section within ninety days from ,

1995.

§8.32.050 False alarms—--Assessment schedule

Any alarm system, including any motor vehicle alarm,

which has two or more false slarms within a calendar year shall be
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To The Honorable, The City Council:
Please ﬁﬁd attached for your consideration a proposed ameniment to the Noise Ordinance
as it relates to car alarms, received from City Solicitor Russell B. Higley.
Very truly’yours,
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Robert W. Healy
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