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Shelter of '89 ¢/0 Cambrid e Community House,
1430 Mass Avenue, Suite 30% W', Harv_rd Square,

Cambridge, MA 02138, Tel.(617) 491-6369
"OFEN LEUTER TC THE HCEORABLES CITY CCULCILLORS, CLERK & MANAGERM

Meil Address:

Cambridge, August 23rd of 1988

The City of Cambridge,

The Cambridge City Clerk, Joseph Connarton,

Commuication for The Cambridge City Council & The City Manager,
Cambridge City Hall.

Gentlemen & ladies:

As the chills and polar winds of winter of 1989 arrived early
this week here, marxing hundreds of Cambridge homeless to carry
blankets with them, at diy and at night their living bodies rough
up in tle ground with newsypapers & cardboards for beds in tthe
streets, alleys, parks, around the river, highweys and the sides
0% builiiazr, g growing self-evident crisis and sight of them to
motorists, vassers-by ~nd the luckier individuals & families with
housing,

Cambricge Snelter of '89 /(Winter of 1989, ) (abbreviated as
Shelter'89), a comaunity advocacy group for the homeless of the
city of Combridge, ask urgently from the City Council & IManager,
motion, debate ana funding for a few new shelters the city is in
dire need, given the well known and increasing shortages of beds
in the current shelters lsst winters which h.ve seen several Cam-
bricge homeless frozen *to death and also others that died of cold
rel.ted diceases, pneumonias and stres-ed overwcrked heart strokes
duc tc homelezsness, some o0f tlen alter being turned away or into
the streets back to the ruthless cold weatner because of shortage
of beds ~nd quota time bed-stay-limit to give others g chance among
the main reasons for causing homeless deaths, some in Cambridge of
the 2lmost 10C homeless deaths in the metro Boston area, count that
incluced the City of Cambridge' past Listory-recently & or City of
Cambridge housing policies that have contributed to evict from the
City of Cambricdge over 20,0C0 of its low income residents & low pay
workers pushed out of Cambridge by higher rents, condominium con-
version, the weakening of rent control laws directly with higler
rents not maching incomes and new loopholes on those laws and other
kousing policies, pushing ti.em out to Boston shelters and streets
overcorwaing it, including the jails for tresspassing to sleep, &
making HMaszschusetts the fastest-growing homeless state tragedy of
the nation,

Stielter of '89, therefore, specially request the granting of
funding and license from the City Council ,nd the City Manager,
to run at least one of the several new shelters urgently needed
on the city before the deep of the winter sets in, specially 1
shelter for men gnd women badly needed and now if we & the City
is to prevent on time mcre frozen homeless iced-bodies and other
homeless desths from intense cold we,ther related fatal causes.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Pleése give prompt
action before the deep and death of the winter sets in.

—
/445%4§?§7<§17”¢ Very Truly Yours, ézﬁé§§f'<%§:2:ﬁé%214j
~° Albert C. von Puell, Yo
Director & Coordina~tor, Shelter of '89
Nilia iiesceth, Homeless Womgn Representative/Secretary She 89
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Comm. from Albert C. von Puell, Director &
Coordinator, Shelter '89 Campaign, requesting
that the City Council consider the funding
& licensing for a few new shelters for the

homeless in Cambridge.

tn City Council,
September 12, 1988
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