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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 3, 1999

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLORBORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
MAYOR DUEHAY
VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLORREEVES
COUNCILLORRUSSELL
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS: The traffic calming design for Third Street calls for alternating the legal parking which
is currently on one side of the street to slow traffic; and

WHEREAS: This plan will shift the parking on Third Street between Otis and Thorndike from the

residential side of the street to the business/office side; and

WHEREAS: Residents have experienced concern because this plan will shift traffic 7'/2 feet closer to
the houses; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Assistant Director

of Community Developmentto provide information as to the pollution impact on the

residents of this move and as to whether having traffic 7'/2 feet closer will increase the

potential structural damage to the building form trucks and buses; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be requested to investigate whether.analternating traffic pattern
could be structured so that the parking can stay on the residential side of that block.

In City Council May 3, 1999.

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.

Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTE,,,_
x9 M"^r: :,,

U
D. Margaret Drury

City Clerk

.
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FROM: BETTY LEE SACCOCCIO 864-2643 -625-6600 X 6970
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jj1yj>
RE: CURRENT CITY DEVELOPMENT PL Sr -----. ¢U

DATE: April 29, 1999
'7 YT'

-~",___-.

The followingpages consists of the written communicationfrom the Community
Development Office.

Omitted from the letters arc the followingconcerns:

I, Environmental factors - regarding moving traliic closer to our first floDr
windows. Pollution impact study on such a move - regarding car
exhausts Bnd noise. The pattern calls for traffic to be moving 7 1/2 feet
closer to our home and bedroom windows.

2. Potential structuraldamage to our home due to trucks, busses, fire engines and
heavy cquipment using the street.

I am requesting that the propwed traffic pattern be moved to the opposite side of
the street. This move will not interfere with residents as this is the old Registry ofDeeds
Building.

4 g
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Ithank you for your Bttention and assistance. S:?, Z
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Community Devej.opment Demrtment

Beth Rubenst'in Betty Saccoccio
.

April 26, 1999

ActingAssimnr Cliy 55 Otis Street
Manager lbr Community

Dwe/opment Cambridge, MA

Dear Betty'

As we di8ajssed on April 21, 1999, the trafSc calming design for Third Street is the

result of work done over the last year and a halfat community meeting by residents,

consultants, and City StW. The object ofthe project is to improve the safay and

comfort ofThird Street for reddent8.

Tb trdiic calming project will reduce the speeds ofvehicleg on Third Street by

introducing a number of ch&nge8 to the street. The most signiikant changes directly

related to your locationare the shiftingofparking buween Cambridge and Otis streets

and the raised intersection at Thorndike Street, Alternating parking from one 8ide of
the street to the other reduces speeds by breaking up the straightaway for drivm and

18 an important pm of the overall trOc cdming project. The rai8ed intersection and

the ch8nges to puking will work togaherto reduce the gpeed8 on Third Street in the

vicinity ofyour house.

Thro@out the degign process, residents empksized the importance ofmaintaining

the existing number ofparking spaces. Thi8 concern was critical to the find location

Ofthe parking m8. We speciikcdly looked ar locations where parking coUld be

shiRed Qthout decreasing the overall number ofparking gpaceg. In fact, five 8pace8

will be added on Third Street between Cambridge and Otis streets. Another six Bpace8

will be added farther south,

In rcgponse to your concern about the change8 in puking making it more difScult to

accc88 your garage on Third Street; I have dixcuased it at length with severd people at

the city as well as the coDsultalltg that helped design the trafTic calming project. We

sympathize with you that your drivewu is at a very &cult location. However, we

believe iNt rhe treiUic calming p'oject and rhc shifting of parkingwill not make your

situationworse and will improve the safety ofyour 8cccbs in several regards.

For example, reducing the speeds ofvehicle8 on Third Street will improve the Bafety

for everyone on Third Street xcessing a drivewayor puking space. Aj9o, the

changeg to the southbound approach ofThird Street at Cambridge Street wUl directly

improve the 3afety ofyour driveway. Drivers coming 9oIjthbound on Third Strm will

be in a Ungle lane instead of two 1ujc8 attempting to merge into one as is the present

sitlj8tion. This will make it eader for you to focij8 on them and for them to see you

since they will not be focused on trying to mage-
CIty Hall Annex
57 lnman Street

Cambridge, MA 02139
VoIce: 6 I 7 349-46QO

'a' "' '"m" 7~jlal Sim""
TTY: 6]7 349-4621
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In addition, the illegal puking on Third Street that you feel providesab^er ag you

pull into t>c can make it diGcult for driversl puticululycoming southbound on

Third Strm to see you and for you to see them. Providing legal puking on the other

8ide ofthe street will improve your ability to see southbound vehicles and their ability

to see you.

In summary, the traffic calming project on Third Street will reduce vehicle speeds and

improve your safety as a motorist and reddent. We feel strongly that the shiRing of

the parking is an importmt element of the trWc calming plan and that removing it

would compromise the effectivcne88 of the project, At the 8ame timg we have

considered your concenw and feel that althoughyour driveway 8ccc88 will be dightly

Mfferent under the propoged plan, it will not be more difficdt than it 18 at preamt and

will, in Bet, be sonwwhat safer.

The other question that you
aSked about w"l$ the·p:

"y phone acrosg the street. In order

tO request the removal ofthe pay phorie, you Qtoujd submit a request in writing to

George Femandeg, the City Electrician at 147 Hampdhire Street, Cambridge MA
02139. Mr, F&mande8nm the Pole and Conduit Ccimmission who will review the

request at 8 public hearing and decide ifit should be remwed. Iwill also la Mr,

Femajlde8 know about your concerm

Ifyou have any questions or would like to disajg8 thig further, please call me at 349-

4655.

Sincerely,

&'j
KatherineF. Watkins, P.E.

TEc CdmingProject
Manager
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, @ CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
.Community Develcmwent Demrtment '

Beth Rudenstun

Acting AutmnrQiy Dear Rmidem: April 12, 1999
Nkmger fbr Community

d.Dewlopmenr
Iii Uic ned couple of wedcsi mad conMjction will begin on Third Stmet between
Bimgr Street and O'Brien Highway to repbce& daeriomUng roadmy
wrface. The reconnmction will include improvmmtis that will make the street
a safer place for people to walk; bike md drive.

The mdosed plan is the result ofwork done over the last year and a halfat
community mmings by residents, comltants, and City Am: The overall goals
of thi8 work have been to reduce spee&g on Third Street wnd mdce ir a safer
8nd mom pkaaant place.

The reconstruction ofThird Street will include the de[nent8 described below.
These elements are known as tMic calming because they help to keep the trU6c
at an appropriate speeq which Qowb everyone to use the street more 4ely and
comfortably.

Raised Intersections and Raised Crosswalks
These devices bring the road up ro the level of the KAISEIJ crosswalk.
gidewdk, They reduce vehicle speeds by acting 88

... = ,'.
- a speed hump (but are Nlfer than old-style speed "' " ' : ". m :'."' m Rmp Lf

bumps you may have seen elsewhere, 9uch as in "' m ", :
parking lots). They make crosswalks more visibl,, Ab'p 'P 1>" ·",

mPeople can walk straight across the sum without
1 c*'pSwWAkk

Ihaving to dcp dawn to the level of the roadvmy
and then back up on rhe other side. m /////////h.'

Curb Extensions
Curb cxtensiom enlarge sidewalks at intersections.
They make it easier for pedestriam and drivers to J &

tijUL
see each other, ±ortcn the distance pedestrians
have id cross and slow turning vehid"·

_7
G

Alternating pAmNG
Ntemating parking 8om one side ofthe street ro the other reduces speed8 by
breakirig up the straighwway for drivers as they travel down Third Street.

ttjj dj,j~
~

,
., ,~mflT1 a)City Hall Annex

57 lnman Srreer

rCambridge. MA Q2!39 . ; '

VoIce, 617 349-46OQ

Fu: 517 349-4669

,TY6,,,,,.,6,, (k:AjgiL~— ,
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Entryway Treatment ' '
, .

An altryw&ytr=mt dem drivers chat they are al[em utsidmUal am md can be

crmted by planUng tnm 1hut vimlly nanow the roadwuy. Aid extended emryway arm
18

being amted on Third Sum berweenginn% Street and Bent Sweet. Brick aub

mensiom (6 feet wide qb mch aide ofThird SWeet) will be cmmad and 19 trees will

be planted. Thi6 mwill phy~y and visudlynurow Third St=t, puticujuly for

drivm approaChing17Ud Stxuet @om the south

ImprovedCrosswalkMarkings
AU of the crosswalks will be "zebm tyµ" crosswdks.

These mhanced crosmlk marhngs emphasize Uie =
pedestrian croWgtoboth drivers and pededrUtm. All of =
the pwemem markings will ijbc inky tape, which is highly

visible, rdleaive, long lusting and riot dippmy.

Parking
On Third Strm we were able to add ti total ofdcvm new parking sµces.

· Five space between Cambridge SHeet and Otis Smm.

· Four spaces between Charles Stjmct and Bent Street.

· Two spaces between Rogers Street and Binney SWeet.

Trees
As pan ofthis project the City has Rinded the innaUation ctf30 new sbret trees, These

are in edditian to the trees being pknted as pan of the ermywuy tmtment at Bcnt Street,

Provided tMt there are not any coWas with undcrgromd uhlities and that midents do

not have conceimg, uees will be planted in the locuions listed bdow.

"14 Third Streei; 19 Third Strm; 25 Third Stre« Fire SwioL Sweet Toucll Muia's Sub

Shop, 4 at US Trust Bank

.

2 acrogs Hom the Court House, 3 u the Court House, 2 at the Trial Court of
Cc!mmonwealtll 101 Third Street

13etween Sp'infl sK=Lgm=ms=
52 Spring stm 134 Spring Street, 153 Third Street; 156 Third Street; 171 Third Streeij

175 Third Streq 180 Third Street, 186 Third Streej 193 Third Street, 252 Third Sum;
275 Third STrea Worthington Place

t

Questions?
Ifyou have any questions regarding the tra& calming project on Third Stjret; please

contactKatherineWatkins at

Phone: (617) 3494655 Fax: (617) 349-4633 " TTY: (617) 349-4621

Email: kwa~ci.cambridge.ma.us
Mail: 57 Inman Street .

"

CommunityDevelopment Department

'"""""°"" lkAt' AZm~—
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IN CITY COUNCIL

May 3, 1999

COUNCILLORSULLIVAN

WHEREAS: The traffic calming design fqr Third Street calls for alternating the legal parking which
is currently on ijnc side of the stre'et to slow traffic; and

WHEREAS: This plan will shift the parking on Third Street between Otis and Throndike from the

residential side of the street to the business/office side; and

WHEREAS: Residents have experienced concern because this plan will shift traffic 7'/2 feet closer to
the houses; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Assistant Director
of Community Developmentto provide information as to the pollution impact on the

residents of this move and as to whether having traffic 7'/2 feet closer will increase the

potential structural damage to the building form trucks and buses; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Managerbe requested to investigate whether@P alternating traffic pattern
could be structured so that the parking can stay on the resiCj&tiai side of that block.
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