CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
City Hall Annex - lnman & Broadway - Cambridge, Mass. 02139
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617.349.4600
Fax 617.349+4669
To: Robert W. Healy
City Manager
From: Michael H. Rosenberg
Assistant City Manager for Community Development
Re: City Council Order #35, dated May 13, 1991
Acquisition of Site at North Point for DPW Facility

Date: - June 20, 1991

The parcel in question is shown on the attached plan of North
Point. In 1988, the parcel was declared surplus to the needs of
the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) and the Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs.” The state transferred ownership
of the land from the MDC to the Division of Capital Planning and
Operations (DCPO) for construction of facilities for the Eastern
Massachusetts Medical Examiner and State Police Crime Lab. Since
construction has not occurred, the MDC is continuing to use the
property for storage of materials such as loam, fill, and sand.
Inquiries to DCPO indicate that no further legislative action has
taken place to change the status of the parcel.

North Point was rezoned in October 1988 as a special district
with a PUD overlay designed to encourage housing. The first new
construction expected in North Point is a housing and hotel
complex proposed by the Congress Group. The development will be
built on the site now occupied by the Federal Distiller's
Building, across the street from the parcel under discussion.

Future use of the North Point area is very much impacted by
negotiations now taking place on the Central Artery and the
proposed Charles River Crossing. The City is working closely
with the state to ensure that North Point remains viable as an
area suitable for housing and commercial use as envisioned in the
zoning and design guidelines.

Active development in North Point is stalled, waiting for
decisions on the Charles River Crossing and related mitigation
issues. The Community Development Department proposed that the
parcel under discussion be used for housing, a position that has
been reinforced by the City's comments on the Central



-2-

Artery/Third Harbor Tuunnel Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement, which states that "all remnant parcels and possibly
other state owned land in the area should be made available for
affordable housing”. If the City wishes to acquire a parcel in
North Point for a Public Works facility, the site should be
located in the interior part of North Point, rather than the area
currently proposed for housing. This option should be explored
further as part of the City's continuing discussions with the

state on mitigation related to the Charles River Crossing and the
Central Artery. :
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TEL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

June 24, 1991

To The Honorable, The Ci‘“tf)""CounciI:

. Please find attached a response to Awéiting Report Item No. 34, regarding the acquisition
of site at North Point for the Department of Public Works facility, received from Michael H.
Rosenberg, Assistant City Manager for Community Development.

Very yours,
Robert W. Healy
City Manager
RWH/mev
attachment

100% Recycled Paper



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
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617.349.4600
Fax 617-349+4669
To: Robert W. Healy
City Manager
From: Michael H. Rosenberg M R
Assistant City Manager for Community Development
Re: city Council Order #35, dated May 13, 1991
Acquisition of Site at North Point for DPW Facility
Date: June 20, 1991

The parcel in question is shown on the attached plan of North
Point. In 1988, théiparcel was declared surplus to the needs of
the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) and the Executive
Office of Environmental Affairs. The state transferred ownership
of the land from the MDC to the Division of Capital Planning and
Operations (DCPO) for construction of facilities for the Eastern
Massachusetts Medical Examiner and State Police Crime Lab. Since
construction has not occurred, the MDC is continuing to use the
property- for storage of materials such as loam, f£ill, and sand.
Inquiries to DCPO indicate that no further legislative action has
taken place to change the status of the parcel.

North Point was rezoned in October 1988 as a special district
with a PUD overlay designed to encourage housing. The first new
construction expected in North .Point is a housing and hotel
complex proposed by the Congress Group. The development will be
built on the site now occupied by the Federal Distiller's
Building, across the street from the parcel under discussion.

Future use of the North Point area is very much impacted by
negotiations now taking place on the Central Artery and the
proposed Charles River Crossing. The city is working closely
with the state to ensure that North Point remains viable as an
area suitable for housing and commercial use as envisioned in the
zoning and design guidelines.

Active development in North Point is stalled, waiting for
decisions on the Charles River Crossing and related mitigation
issues. The Community Development Department proposed that the
parcel under discussion be used for housing, a position that has
been reinforced by the City's comments on the Central
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Artery/Third Harbor Tuunnel Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement, which states that "all remnant parcels and possibly
other state owned land in the area should be made available for
affordable housing". If the City wishes to acquire a parcel in
North Point for a Public Works facility, the site should be
located in the interior part of North Point, rather than the area
currently proposed for housing. This option should be explored
further as part of the City's continuing discussions with the
state on mitigation related to the Charles River Crossing and the
Central Artery.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACRHUSETTS 02139
TeL 349-4300
FaAx. 349-4307
el EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
a*’  ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager
RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager
June 24, 1991
To The Honorable, The City Council:
D v Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 34, regarding the acquisition

B of site at North Point for the Department of Public Works facility,_ received from Michael H.
""" <Rosenberg, Assistant City Manager for Community Development.

Very tryly yours,

‘Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mev
attachment

100% Recycled Paper
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Awaiting Report Item NoY{ 34 regarding
acquisition of site at North Point for
the Department of PublicWorks facility.

CONSENT AGENDA

In City Council,
June 24, 1991





