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The Honorable, the City Coudcil
Dear Councillors: v : !

SUBJECT: Petition to Rezone Land in the Prospect Street,
Harvard Street Area '

In accordance with Chaptér 40A of the General Laws, the Planning
Board held a public hearing on Tuesday, April 25, 1¢78 on a
pretition by James Fitzgerald to rezong¢ land adjacent to the inter-
section of Prospect and Harvard Streets from Residerce C-1 and

i

Business A-1 to Office 1. T

b

!

Zoning of the Prospect Street/Harvard!Street Area

The land uses in the Prospect, Harvard Streets area. are pre-
Vdomlnantly residential with one 1nst1tutlbnal use and one parking
lot also 1y1ng withkin the petition area. | It is the intent of

the npetitioner to amend the Zoning Ordinance to pernit small

scals office uses as a matter of right, in addition to residential
uses, in the petition area. It was the sense of the Planning
Board that allowinq office uses, even of a limited scale, would
result in a reduction in the number of moderately priced rental
units available in the neighborhood.

. When presented with these objections, Mr.iFitzgerald suggested, as
an alternative to his original proposal, that the area of the
petition be reduced to include only the properties on the even
numbered side of Prospect Street. This would leave most of the
rental units out of the petiticn while inéluding'a parking lot,
St.Mary's Catholic Association Building, a vacant lot and two
owner occupied houses in the petition area.

The vacant lot which is proposed to remain in the petition area
was the subject of a Board of Zoning Appeal case as a result of
which a special permit to park 16 cars on the lot was granted.

The abuttor to this lot, Mr. Fisher, was concerned over the impact
of this lot on his property. Mr. Fitzgerald has negotiated with
Mr. Fisher regarding the parking lot and a resolutien. is near.

Mr. Fisher has voiced no objections to thg rezoning petition.
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As limiting the subject é}ea of the petition to the.southeastern
or even numbered side of Prospect Street Would remove moét rental
units from the petition and as Mr. Fltzgegald is near .agreement
with the abuttor te his proposed office amd parking use, the
Plénning Board recommends that this petltlon be amended as set.
forth in the attached Petition with Propoéed Planning Board Amend—'
ment and APPROVED AS AMENDED, coritingent én the follow1ng,

. |
that Mr. Fltzgerald reach .a suitable AQreémentvwith Mr. Fisher
which will result in a permanent easement!or other deed restriction
for access between Prospect and Common Streets on Mr. Fitzgerald's
property which will act as a buffer between the parklng lot and
Mr. Fisher' s home. » . . 5

Respectfully submitted,

“For the Planning Board

Arthur C. Parris
Chairman '
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Jomm, from the Planning Board re: hearing

held by the Planning Board on the petition of

James Fitzgerald to rezone land in the Prospect
Street, Harward Street area.

In City Council,

June 5, 1978
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