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IN CITY COUNCIL
February 1, 1999

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
MAYOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLORDAVIS
COUNCILLOR REEVES

WHEREAS: Young adults are ah'2ady planning youth caiters, bnldiog educaticnal forums,
designing multicultural curricula, and actively constructing a future more healthy and
equitable than the present; and

WHEREAS: A lower voting age would break the cycle of increased apathy among young people by
giving them reason to educate themselves and each other on the issues; and

WHEREAS: Giving young people power and accountability would improve the City as a whole;

now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the CambridgeCity Council go on record in support of giving Cambridge
residents aged sixteen and seventeen the right to vote in City Council elections, School

Committee elections, and city referenda; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the City Solicitor to
determine the appropriate legal mechanisms to accomplish this and to draft the

necessary home rule petition and/or other legal mechanism for the Council's action.

In City Council February 1, 1999.

Failed of adoptionby a yea and nay vote:
Yeas 4; Nays 4; Absent 1.

Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk,
A true copy;

ATTEST:- X9 )Y)a'r" k)
D. Margxret Drury
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City Clerk -C
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YEA NAY ABSENT PRESENT

0

U/ Ms . Kathleen L . Born

il Ms . Henrietta Davis

\1/
V. Mayor Anthony Galluccio

'\1/
Mr. Kenneth E. Reeves

" ' \/ . Ms . Sheila T. Russell

J Mr . Michael A.
'Sullivan

\/ Mr. Timothy J. Toomey, jr .

\/ Ms. Katherine Triantafi11ou

L'l Mayor Francis H. Duehay
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CITY COMMITTEE [| Kj
FRANK PEDRO, CHAIR

LAURIE TAYMOR-BERRY,

VICE Chair

EVAN RAUCH, SECRETARY

KAIHERNE CHAMPK)N MURR4Y,

TREASURER

LEROY CRAGWELL, AFFRWTNE

ACTION OFFICER

.

/jt ,wuary,0.,99,

Mayor Francis Duehay

Cambridge City Hall

795 Massachusetts Ave.

A4 Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear MayorDucky:

( ,F
r>o'k'

At its December meeting the CaxnbhdgeDemocratic City Committee voted overwhelmingly to adopt the

1/\>
following resolution:

Whereaso ung adults are already planningyouth centers, holding educUond forums,

designing uhicuiturai curricula,and activelyconstructinga future more healthy and

equitable than the present
C—^A

Whereas:

A lowermtingage would breakthe cycle of increased apathyamongyoung

people by giving them reason to educate themselves and each other on the issues; a~,A

Whereas. ivingXoung people pawer and accountabilitywould improve the city as a
:

hole: AL> n¶j^st-
17a_ -cj C>~~-O b> ^~rd ~=hso|ved4tthe Cambridge De~emic City mEs,the

m
Am,rjg 1

. , . .

,
ral

Tnm't'i q"ACambridgeresidents aged sixteen and seventeen the right

) D~6
(o vote in Eily bouncii elections, SFhQo|Gmmittee dections, and chy referenda

"" h -u
The resolution was introduced by Gerald Bergmau on behalf of the Cambridge Ward 3 Democratic

Committee. Mr, Bergman and others argued that local high school students actuaUy have more interest in Iqmi P7u~
local @s than college students who arrive herc Hom other mas and gcnerally can vote in Cambridge

elections almost immediately. Others argued that teenagersare often very active in campaignsand then, ,vG,j!
stmigely and dkcouragingly, arc not permitted to vote. Moreover, Cambridge residents in uu age range Lc)

are often far mOre dependent OIl city scrvices, both inside and outside of the schools, than are older fj~,A
Kµa

residents.

±'"1=JL j"'gj
Evan Rauch

,

Secretary
k> ~r

cc: Vice Mayor Anthony Galluccio Councilor Sheila Russell po'
JL'u'P

L
P

Councilor Kathleen Born " Councilor Michael Sullivan

Councilor Henrierta Davis CouncilorTimothy Toomey bjpmj~ J'jµ-9"

CouncilorKenneth Rcevcs CouncilorKatherine TrianUllou

€A":yz"'



CCM.10¶

,c ' ' w$hb

: ,.<?,,
K

!S! Qhty nf Qklnthrii)!jE
i%zZ:::j::!

P

11.

IN CITY COUNCIL
February I, 1999

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
MAYOR DUEHAY

WHEREAS: Young adults are already planning'youth centers, holding educational forums,
designing mukic: :iturai curricula, aljd acriveiy con>,tmcting a fuuire rnore healthy and
equitable than the present; and

WHEREAS: A lower voting age would break the cycle of increased apathy amo'ng young people by
giving them reason to educate themselves and each other on the issues; and

WHEREAS: Giving young people power and accountability would improve the City as a whole;

now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the CambridgeCity Council go on record in support of giving Cambridge
residents aged sixteen and seventeen the right to vote in City Council elections, School

Committee elections, and city referenda; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the City Solicitor to
determine the appropriate legal mechanisms to accomplish this and to draft the

necessary home rule petition and/or other legal mechanism for the Council's action.
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Vice Mayor Ga11uccio and Mayor Duehay
re: draft a home rule petition giving
Cambridge resideiits aged sixteen and
seventeen the right to vote in City

,fCouncil and School Committee elections.. .
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