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CAMBRIDGE MA. May 19, 1959

-
(W]

To The Members of the (ambnidge (ity (oundil

We are in agreement with (ouncillor William Walsh's
proposad allowing 3 decontrolled units including that of
the ounen in 4, 5 and 6-unit ouner occupied buildings
based on vacancy decontrod. |

We are netired senion citizens, have lived in (amb~
nidge for over 50 yeans and have spent all of our wonking
yeans in the (ambridge uonkplace.

We purchased oun 92 yean odd 6-unit building in Mid-
(ambnidge in 1976 and occupy one of the units. fach of
the 5 room 3 bedroom apartments nent below the manket
rate because of the dow base nent.

Although not genmane #o the proposal, a time element
tor decontrod uould be a preferned provision inasmuch as
oun 5 tenants have a total combined occupancy of almost
60 yeans in oun building, However, vacancy deconirod is
a fair concept and would be a step in the night direction
2o aid amall landlonds.

Thank you for your consideration to this proposals

Very truly yoww,

fBeito Tod

Bea,f/u,ce Fox

Lo fot
I Aadoxze

1590 (ambridge Street
Cambridge, M. 02138
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VICTOR QUINTANA
2 UNION TERRACE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02141

May 17, 1989

Honorable Councillors:

I am writing in support of Councillor Walsh’s recent proposal to allow
vacancy decontrol of three units in all owner-occupied four-, five-, and six-unit
rent controlled buildings. Three years ago I purchased a poorly-maintained
four-family building which I have since owner-occupied. In this period of time
the building has not generated enough revenue to pay for the badly-needed
repairs and maintenance, even when landlord assistance programs for which I
am qualified are considered. I believe Councillor Walsh’s proposal would assist
me in providing decent housing for my family and my tenants.

Sincerely,

Yl fodi—
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10 %bé@%.Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
May 18, 1989

City of Cambridge
City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139

Attention: City Clerk
Dear Sir:

Congratulations to Ciﬁy Councilman, Bill Walsh
for this fine piece of legislation.

It is about time common sense dictates a solution
to the housing dilemma in Cambridge.

I wholeheartedly éupport Bill Walsh and his
ammendment to Chapter 36, M.G.L.A.

Sincerely,

Mary E. Butler
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141 Western Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02139
May 17, 1989

The Cambridge City Council

Cambridge City Hall

Cambridge, MA 02139

To the Honorable Council:

[ amn wriling today 1o express my extreme distress over an incident |
witnessed today and to inquire as to the city policy on such matters.

I was sitting in Harvard Square this afternoon, enjoving a beautiful
spring day on one of the stone benches near the main entrance to the T
station. All around me were fellow Cantabrigians, each enjoying the warm
weather in their own way. Some were reading, others were chatfing among
themselves, still others were listening to music with headphone stereos.

This placid scene was disrupted suddenly by a Cambridge police
officer. He abruptly told all the assembled people that they had to disperse.
He gave no reason, but sounded quite hostile and not interested in any
backtalk. One person said, "Is something going on, why do we have to
leave?” He responded, "You heard me, move itl"

I looked around me. Was anyone disturbing the peace, or blocking
traffic? No. Was anybody skateboarding or playing loud music? No. All
around me I saw only people minding their own business in a very
peaceable way. [ couldn't understand why this was happening.

What I saw next was even more shocking. Rather than force everyone
to leave, the officer seemed to be very selective. He ignored me, and another
bystander who appeared to be a college student type. Those he insisted
move appeared mostly to be primarily minority kids of high school age.

Members of the council, I'm sure I don't have to recount for you the
terrible shortage of public spaces in Cambridge, as well as the unique
character of Harvard Square as a central meeting place rarely found in cities
these days. I'm sure also that [ need not state the obvious, that the kind of
racist behavior 1 witnessed has no place in Cambridge.

I merely would like to ack the appropriate authority, whoever that
may be, what sort of policy, if any, prompted that police officer to take the
action he did, and what possible public purpose could it possibly serve to
harass people minding their own business on an otherwise lovely day in
Cambridge?

Sincerely,

. /.W_ ‘//2 W /

Larr§ Kolodney



Larry K:ﬂwmcy
141 wWesiern Ave. R D, @
Cambridge, MA 02139 \, 3'5’

The Cambridge City Council
Cambridge City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139



Mary L. Doucette

119 Pearl St. ‘ May, 15, 1989
Cambridge, Mass 02139 (Land Lady) Vo
ORDERED: That the City Manager request the City Solicitor to draw up an

appropriate Home Rule petition to amend Chapter 36, M.G.L.A.
to allow all rent controlled buildings, which are owner
occupied, and limited to four, g&¥§ and six unlts to have
three decontrolled units including the owner "s unit, provided,
however, that the remaining two decontrollled units be based
on vacancy decontrol and the proper safeguards be placed in
this legislation to avoid any property owner from harassing
tenants to create a vacancy and that this Home Rule petition

be forwarded to the City Council by May 22, 1989.

" "

To the City Manager that I &e“express my approval of the above ORdered .
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Mary L. Doucette
"119 Pearl Street
-Cambridge , Mass 02139
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Cambridge City Council
City HalZI?City Cambridge , Mass,02139

- i“nnt"sizu“un!‘sln;l:h]



, " May 1, 1989
May 8, 1989
/1& ' a”%LaJUQ
COUNCILLOR WALSH &Q@G/M\A&,@ Membyers
ORDERED: That the City Manager request the City Solicitor to draw up an

ity of Qambridge

(Amended Calendar Item 15)
25.

IN CITY COUNCIL

appropriate Home Rule petition to amend Chapter 36, M.G.L.A.
to allow all rent controlled buildings, which are owner
occupied, and limited to four, five and six units to have
three decontrolled units including the owner's unit, provided,
however, that the remaining two decontrollled units be based
on vacancy decontrol and the proper safeguards be placed in
this legislation to avoid any property owner from harassing
tenants to create a vacancy and that this Home Rule petition
be forwarded to the City Council by May 22, 1989.

| ' \ (
e, supprte 70 Chuncid Ondens

In City Council May 8, 1989.

Adopted as amended by a yea and nay vote:-
Yeas 5; Nays 4; Absent O.

Attest :- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

ATTEST: -
Joseph

A true copy; q-uﬁi\ ¢ CMMM/M

. Comnarton, City Clerk.
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Bennett Jones, Architect

May 19, 1989 345 Brookline Street

Cambridge, Massachusetts
Cambgidge City Council 02139 617-864-5443
City Hall

Cambridge, Massachusetts .

Dear Councillors:

I was pleased to observe that the City Council had requested that the City Solicitor draw . -
up a proposal that would provide some relief to property owners whose homes contain up
to five additional rental units. I believe that'this is long over.due.

Our particular circumstance is that thirteen years-ago; as a bachelor, I purchased a single -~ -

family house that had been hacked into five apartments durmg the depression.
Idealistically I thought that I could-use my own knowledge of the building tradesto v -
improve the property with “sweat equity” while providing the tenants with ‘a nice place s
to live at a reasonable price. I was caught completely unaware when the rents began to
be rolled back due to the “expiration of capital improvements”. Those summer weekends
that I had spent scraping, sanding and painting while my tenants vacationed Cape or New
Hampshire had been wasted. By the time we were married and had children, the house,
valued only as a multiple of its rents, was hardly worth the down payment of a single -
family house of comparable size.. We cannot afford to move and have become the

resident servants of our tenants.

With a small house one can hardly afford to hire professional services to do all the
projects. Even though most of my life has been organizing and supervising workman on
remodelling work, I am alleged by the Rent Control Ordinances to be worth half of what
the most untrained laborer gets. As a practicing architect, licensed in Massachusetts 20
years ago, I am allowed to be reimbursed for my time at $8/hour, and that often to be -
paid in installments over 15 years.

Although we have always conmdered ourselves politically- moderate and socially- liberal, -

the impingement of Rent Control Ordinances on our life within our own home has gravely' :
embittered us. I hope that you Wlll vote in favor of this proposed small rehef ‘

Sincerely Yo

wnder \

Benney Jones Senter F. Jones




vaerbaie g

LR YR

BARNESE |

3

Ty v

‘s
.

.
£l







Robert Randall
78 Highland Ave.
Cambridge, Ma.
02139

May 19, 1989

/ .

Cambridge City Council
City Hall
Cambridge, Ma. 02139

Dear City Council;

I agree with the Council Order sponsored by W. Walsh on May 8, 1989
which decontrols all owner occupied 4,5 and 6 family buildings. I
thank you for your affirmation of this Order and I truly hope that
when the Home Rule petition reaches the City Council, you will agree
to amend Chapter 36, M.G.L.A.

Sincerely,

[RE A

Robert V. Randall

cad91705. et
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Cambridge City Council
City Hall
Cambridge, Ma. 02139



May 19, 1989

Cambridge City Council
City Hall

Dear Councillors:

We, the owners of the property located at 123 Webster
Avenue, would like to inform you that we strongly support
Councillor's Walsh petition to allow all rent controlled
buildings, which are owner occupied, and limited to four, five
and six units to have three decontrolled units including the
owner's unit.

Also we would like to see in the amendment provisions to
avoid tenant's harrassment.

Sincerely yours,

« Ney de. Quw/

Ney dd Pina

Conwelite de Piua

Carmelita de Pina
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Ney & Carmelita. déxp;na

123 Webster Ave.§@ v 3
Cambridge, MA 021&llsa%<fj

Cambridge City Councillors
Cambridge City Hall
Cambridge, MA. 02139
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Maria Santos
79 Harvey St

Cambridge,Mass.02140
iy MA AM 11 B9
Cambridge City Council 1563 HAY 22 Bt o2
City Hall CAMBRIDGE MA.
Cambridge,Mass. 02139
May 22, 1989

Dear City Council
| Annexed therein is a petition‘taken this last week-
end on the streets of Cambridge.
It appeared to me when I talked with this people
that the consensus was that rent control laws were in need of a radical
reform after all, freedom of property control and ownership are rights

protected by the constitution of our Land.

=

Sincerely,



0 THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

@

We the undersigned do support Councillor Walsh ordered that:

"The City Manager request the City Solicitor to draw up
an appropriate Home Rule petition to amend Chapter .36
M.G.L.A. to allow all rent controlled buildings, which
are owner occupied, and limited to four, five and six
units to have three decontrolled units including the
owner's unit, provided, however, that the remaining
two decontrolled units be based on vacancy decontrol
and the proper safeguards be“placed in this legislation
to avoid any property owner from harassing tenants to
create a vacancy and that this Home Rule petition be
forwarded to the City Council by May 22,1989."
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TO THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
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70 THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
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TO THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
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TO THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
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13. $/¢O/

Comm. from Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk,
transmitting 14 communications from persons .
recording their support for the order adopt-
ed by the City Council calling for the draft-
ing of Home Rule legislation to amend the
Rent Control Ordinances concerning the de-
control of up to three units in owner-occu-
pied rent controlled buildings with a total
of six units. ("/3 Comm's + Yy b han /);/Mﬂ

&7 29/ e )

In City Council,

May 22, 1989
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