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COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER
COUNCILLOR BORN
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

WHEREAS: A petition is being circulated by Cambridge Parents for Education, not MCAS; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this matter as outlined on the attachment be referred to a joint meeting of the City
Council and School Committee at which time matters of mutual interest will be
discussed; and that the Mayor facilitate the arrangements for this meeting, including the
gathering of relevant information desired by the members of both bodies.

In City Council July 31, 2000.
Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- m )nij m’“ﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL
June 19, 2000

COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER
COUNCILLOR BORN
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

WHEREAS: A petition is being circulated by Cambridge Parents for Education, not MCAS; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this matter as outlined on the attachment be referred to a joint meeting of the City

Council and School Committee at which time matters of mutual interest will be
discussed.




O-7

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) test in our
public

schools. The legislature should instruct the State Board of Education to
carry out the spirit of the 1993 Education Reform Act, including:

- Introducing a variety of assessment instruments as criteria of
educational achievement, and

- Eliminating "high-stakes" tests as a graduation or promotion requirement. "

We request that the Cambridge City Council, recognizing the damage
being done to our children, their teachers and schools by this unsound and
unfair test, formally call upon Governor Cellucci and the Board of
Education to end the use of the MCAS tests and replace them with an
authentic and fair system of assessing our students and their schools.

We further request that the Cambridge City Council work together
with the Cambridge School committee to protect our students, teachers and
public schools from the negative impact of the MCAS test, and to proceed
with the variety of student and school centered assessments appropriate to
our City and Public Schools.

We look forward to meeting with you on next Monday evening.

On Behalf of MassParents for Education Not MCAS

John Barnes, Jay St

Jackie King, Essex Street
Jonathan King, Essex St.
Martin Jukovsky, Broadway
Charlo Maurer, Laurel St
Nancy Murray, Erie Street
Tim Plenk, Berkeley St
Larry Ward, Broadway,
XXX

yyy
zz2z

Jonathan King
40 Essex Street
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COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER
COUNCILLOR BORN
MAYOR GA:.LUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

WHEREAS: A petition is being circulated by Cambridge Parents for Education, not MCAS; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this matter as outlined on the attachment be referred to a joint meeting of the City
Council and School Committee at which time matters of mutual interest will be
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 19, 2000

COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER
COUNCILLOR BORN
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

WHEREAS: A petition is being circulated by Cambridge Parents for Education, not MCAS; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this matter as outlined on the attachment be referred to a joint meeting of the City

Council and School Committee at which time matters of mutual interest will be
discussed.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR TOOMEY.




Subj: MCAS and Monday Council Meeting

Date: Wednesday, June 14, 2000 15:10:06

From:  jaking@MIT.EDU

To: jimbraude@mediaone.net, marjorie@teamdecker.org,
henridavis@aol.com

Jim, Marjorie and Henrietta:

Here is a draft of the letter we will be delivering to you
tomorrow. The wording may be slightly different as we are still discussing,
for example, how to proceed with School Committee. However, hopefully this
is a clear enough request to be on the agenda. We were hoping some kind of
resolution calling upon Celucci and Board of Ed could be introduced, and
also to work together with School committee. However, Council politics is
your bailiwick. We would like to be able to present the petitions,
regardless of how you deem it wise to proceed within the Council.

Thank you for your help in this important matter, Jonathan King
(for Massparents Coordinating Committee)

6/14 DRAFT

CAMBRIDGE PARENTS FOR EDUCATION NOT MCAS
www.massparents.org

June 14, 2000

Dear Mayor Galluccio and City Councillors Born, Braude, Decker, Davis,
Maher, Reeves, Sullivan and Toomey

At the City Council meeting to be held on Monday June 19 we
request time on the agenda to submitt to you petitions signed by hundreds
of Cambridge parents, teachers, students and concerned citizens. The text
of the petition is as follows

"Petition to Our Elected Officials: Suspend MCAS

We, the undersigned parents, students, teachers and educators, support the
provision of an excellent education that will fully develop the talents and
skills of every child in the Commonwealth. We therefore call on local and
state elected officials to take immediate action to suspend use of the

6/15/00 America Online : HenriDavis Page 1




Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) test in our
public | :

schools. The legislature should instruct the State Board of Education to
carry out the spirit of the 1993 Education Reform Act, including:

- Introducing a variety of assessment instruments as criteria of
educational achievement, and

- Eliminating "high-stakes" tests as a graduation or promotion requirement. "

We request that the Cambridge City Council, recognizing the damage
being done to our children, their teachers and schools by this unsound and
unfair test, formally call upon Governor Cellucci and the Board of
Education to end the use of the MCAS tests and replace them with an
authentic and fair system of assessing our students and their schools.

We further request that the Cambridge City Council work together
with the Cambridge School committee to protect our students, teachers and
public schools from the negative impact of the MCAS test, and to proceed
with the variety of student and school centered assessments appropriate to
our City and Public Schools.

We look forward to meeting with you on next Monday evening.

On Behalf of MassParents for Education Not MCAS

John Barnes, Jay St

Jackie King, Essex Street
Jonathan King, Essex St.
Martin Jukovsky, Broadway
Charlo Maurer, Laurel St
Nancy Murray, Erie Street
Tim Plenk, Berkeley St
Larry Ward, Broadway,
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Jonathan King
40 Essex Street
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Jim, Marjorie and Henrietta:

Here is a draft of the letter we will be delivering to you
tomorrow. The wording may be slightly different as we are still discussing,
for example, how to proceed with School Committee. However, hopefully this
is a clear enough request to be on the agenda. We were hoping some kind of
resolution calling upon Celucci and Board of Ed could be introduced, and
also to work together with School committee. However, Council politics is
your bailiwick. We would like to be able to present the petitions,
regardless of how you deem it wise to proceed within the Council.

Thank you for your help in this important matter, Jonathan King
(for Massparents Coordinating Committee)
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CAMBRIDGE PARENTS FOR EDUCATION NOT MCAS
www.massparents.org

June 14, 2000

Dear Mayor Galluccio and City Councillors Born, Braude, Decker, Davis,
Maher, Reeves, Sullivan and Toomey

At the City Council meeting to be held on Monday June 19 we
request time on the agenda to submitt to you petitions signed by hundreds -
of Cambridge parents, teachers, students and concerned citizens. The text
of the petition is as follows

"Petition to Our Elected Officials: Suspend MCAS

We, the undersigned parents, students, teachers and educators, support the
provision of an excellent education that will fully develop the talents and
skills of every child in the Commonwealth. We therefore call on local and
state elected officials to take immediate action to suspend use of the
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IN CITY COUNCIL

June 19, 2000

COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER

WHEREAS: A petition is being circulated by Cambridge Parents for Education, not MCAS; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this matter as outlined on the attachment be referred to a joint meeting of the City
Council and School Committee at which time matters of mutual interest will be
discussed.
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Hold a joint meeting between the
City Council and the School
Committee regarding the negative
impact of the MCAS test.
Councillors Davis, Braude and
Decker ‘
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