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CAMBRIDGE RESFONDS TO ARRESTS AT SISTER CITY WITH TELEGRAM
CAMFATEN

Over 150 people from Cambridoe and arcound BEastern Mass.
have sent telegrams to the Fresident of El Salvador and the
U.5. éAmbassadoy protesting the arrest of 11 psople from the
town of Ban Jose las Floves in the Novthern Department of
Chalatenango. The Cambridge City Couwncil veoted unanimously
on March #3 to invite the rvesidents of las Flores to join
Cambridge in creating a Hister Cilty relationship.

"We suspect that these arrests are retaliation by the
Salvadoran military for the big guerrilla attack last week
on the El Faralso garviscons” saild David Grossers. Coordinator
of the Cambridge-las Flores Sister City Froject. "The
tragedy is that the people of las Flores have declared their
neutrality in the civil war down there."

Five hundred to one thousand scoldiers entered the town
on April 1. according to Grosser. After searching all the
houses in town they then selzed eleven residents and held
them on thé cutskirts of town for twe days. Townspeople
reported the sounds of beatings and human screams. On April
3. scldiers leoaded the 11 captives on helicoptors and took
them away.

Townspeople veported that the scldiers treated the
prisoners roughly. Grosser continued. and that they saw
sigrs that the captives had been beaten. SBoldiers claimed
that they found arms and uniforms during their search but
the townspeople deny the charges saying in response that the
seldiers planted the incriminating material during the
sgarch. The arrests have been verified by Tutela Legal. the
human righte office of the Archdiccese of San Balvadors the
Washington-based U.5 Commission on Human Rights and by the
Salvadorarn National Coordinating Committes on Repopulations
which has given aid to the townspeople of las Flores. 1t is
believed the that the priscners are being held at the
military garvison in Chalatenange City about 10 miles from
the village. ;

The telegrams called on the Salvadoran military to
release the 11 captives and for an end to harassment of the
village. "We have been preparing for a human rights
emergency in the village since MNovember by collecting
commitments from people to send telegrams," Grosser salds
"hecause the Salvadoran government koows that publicity.
Mere 1o the W.5. about their human vights abuses imperils
the military aid they receive from us." El Salvador is
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Protesters send tel_e

Group seeking srster—city relationshipywith;. willage arge
% CAMBRIDGE - A group of ac- i :

etvists trying to forge a sister-city
relationship with a village in El
Salvador has sent telegrams -of
frotest to the Salvadoran govern-
ment after the arrest of 11 villag-
el's by army troops.

+ According to David Grosser,
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helicopter to.a military garrison at

four were later released.

‘% On March 23, the Cambridge
City Council voted to lnvite the . any: -such 1tems were fOund there g <

here .

: L\"l

y llage ‘to become ’

on e arrests came at a press con-

; ,,ferenee Monday given by ‘the’ Co-

“ordinating ‘Comimittee 0
lation,.a group that is “critical of
the govemment qf Presldentvdose i

Napoleon Duarte. /. ."

.«‘\‘

' He said govermnent troops.re-

(n‘ .

Repopu-

ts govqmmentf after arrests of 11

they were planted by the soldiers

Grosser s group has sent tele-
grams to US Ambassador Edwin
-Corr, Duarte and others in the US
and Salvadoran.governments,
and is hoping'to publish an adver-
tisementin a Salvzado’ran.new'spa—
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—PAUL HIRSHSON
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RESOLUTION APRIL 13, 1987
To Endorse an Emergency Delegation to Investigate TheArtests im=a Avvasts in.
San Jose las Flores, El Salvador

‘WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

ORDERED

“The~Cambridge City Council voted unanimously on March 23, 1987 to. .

invite the people of San Jose las Flores to enter into a Sister City
relationship; and

On April 1, 1987, the army of the government of El Salvador occupied
las Flores and arrested 11 town residents; and

The whereabouts and safety of the 11 captives are still wknown; and

The United States Commission on Human Rights has organized a delegation
which will investigate the circumstances surrounding the arrests
and obtain, if possible, the release of the captives; and

A representative of the Cambridge-El Salvador Sister City Project
will join the delegation; therefore be it resolved

That the Council appoint this person a representative to issue a
report to the City of Cambridge upon return from El1 Salvador; and
towards this end it is

that the City Clerk prepare a Letter of Introduction and a copy
of the Cambridge-Las Flores Sister City Reolution, both with City
Seal affixed that the Representative may take to El Salvador;

and that this be done no later than April 15, 1987.
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April 13, 1987
Dear Councillor,

Please accept our apologies for bringing this
to you at the last minute, but the situation is
an emergency and time is of the essence. As you
will see from the accompanying material, 11 residents
of San Jose las Flores were arrested by the Salvadoran
military early this month. In view of the severity
that the military has treated non-combatents in
the past, we fear for their safety, and feel that
strong measures are necessary to obtain the kind
of treatment for them that we would expect for us
if we were in the same situation in our own country.
The arrests have been verified by several sources
including Tutel Legal, the human rights monitoring
office of the Archdiocese of San Salvador.

The U.S. Commission on Human Rights has organized
a delegation which will be travelling to El Salvador
from April 16 to 21, and a member of our project
will accompany them. Delegations of this type
have been successful in the past in getting captives
treated humanely and sometimes even released. We
ask that you pass the accompanying reolution which
will serve two purposes. The letter, which we seek
from the Council, will make it easier for our member-
of the delegation to receive a respectful hearing
in El Salvador, and the report on the trip will
be educational for the many citizens of the city
who have shown an interest in this Sister City project
so far.

Despite the short notice, then we hope that you
can find space on your agenda to act favorably in this
matter of grave concern to the people of Cambridge
and San Jose las Flores.

~ Respectfully,

B d Lorarn
David Grosser

Coordinator, Sister
City Project
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Comm. from David Grosser, Coordinator, Cambridge-
El Salvador Sister City Project Re: recent arrest
of 11 residents of San Jose las Flores by the
Salvadoran military, early this month.

In City Council,

April 13, 1987
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