CCM-101

Uity of Camhridge

32.

IN CITY COUNCIL
July 27, 1998

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of Traffic
Parking and Transportation to review accident data relative to the southwest corner of
Broadway and Ellery Street, the site of a new T bus stop and to determine whether it
could be more safely located at another corner; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager report back to the City Council on this matter and that accident
statistics be contained in the report.

In City Council July 27, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

|
4
ATTEST:- 0. MMZ/W ,‘Mﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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Sandy MacDonald
421 Brogdway, C: 1dge 02138, 617/876-4046 = com

To: Lucy Shorter, director, MBTA, fax 222-3340

SusarClippinger/Lauren Preston, director, Cambdrtgeof Traffic, fax 349-4747

A concemed neighbor just alerted us to the presence of a new Bus Stop sign at the
southwest corner of Broadway Eiléry. It’s a very bad idea, for a number of reasons:

1.

Visibility at this crossing, cven with the sidemidlut installed scveral years ago

_ to deter parking, is so poor that severe accidents are routine, I've had to call the police

several times at all hours in just the past ycar, Please check the records on this comer if

- you have any doubits as to how dangerous it ibufiHeut has been ineffective

because a great meny vehicles still pull over — the No Parking sign is badly placed,
behindt - and partially block traffic as they stop at Sage’s. As a bystander not Keen
on bloodshed, I have felt obliged to point out the danger whenever I’m passing by. (I
try to be as polite as possible, but it’s risky: one man, driving a Cambridge Public
School van, throatened my lifc.) Having a bus stop there will only serve to encourage

temporary parking,

Since when does Broadway need a bus route? There has been no bus along Broadway
for the sixteen years we’ve lived here, nor is there any need for one. The
Massachusctts and Cambridge Street routes, which hook up with the Red and Green
lines, more than suffice. Is this route being introduced to improve the public-
transportation accessibility of the controversial library expansion, proposed to the
detriment of limited green space? Central Square — center 10 2 great many
transportation options, and serving a greater concentration of poteritial users — is a far
preferable site.

Has no one made note of how congested Broadway already is? It’s nice to think that
buses would alleviate the problem, but let’s be realistic. Ever since the reclamation of
Kendall Square, Broadway has become a highway to Harvard Square. During rush
houtrs, lengthy gridlock is the norm — not only imposing a health hazard for area
residents in the form of ever-incroasing exhaust, but impeding the fire trucks and
arnbulances that need to use this heavily trafficked commercial roadway.

Placing a bus stop at a one-lane blind spot is not just a nuisance in terms of traffic flow,
but a virtual death warrant. I hope you will reconsider this plan and involve the neighbors
who for many years have been doing all they can 1o try to enhance the safety of an area
with significant student and family foot traffic.

Sandy MacDonzld

ce: Cambridge City Council (please circulate)

07-088-98
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IN CITY COUNCIL
July 27, 1998

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR BORN

ORDERED:  That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the Director of Traffic
Parking and Transportation to review accident data relative to the southiwest corner of
Broadway and Ellery Street, the site of a new T bus stop and to determine whether it
could be more safely located at another corner; and be it further

ORDERED:  That the City Manager report back to the City Council on this matter and that accident
statistics be contained in the report.
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Councillors Russell and Born re: re
accident data on the site of the new T
bus stop at the cormer of Broadway
and Ellery Street.

In City Council July 27, 1998






