
"d CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
~7-

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To Mr. Richard D. Gerould Date Nay 2C, 1953
City Solidt:or

F'om Ralph Je Dunphy Reference

Acting Comiissioner or Public WQrk8
Subject

Pleage Qve me an opinkm a8 to the maintenance

re$p0nsibmueg of the Public Workm Department relative ¢q the
, .

drainags problenn in the rear"o£ 27-29-31 Gurney Street.

A copy of the correspondence to Mr. Frederick Burke,

City Clerk, on Chis matter is attached,

Very truly yours,
L?ty)g,,, gi

jl" Acting Cortuuission
C.C.to: Mr, John j. Curry

CityMnager

Mr. Frederick H, Burke
City Clerk
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frederick h.burke ®ffict nf the ¢ttjj ¢htk
CITY CLERK

ALBERTT.DOYLE
AB810TANT CITY CLERK

May 27th, 1953.

Mr. Ralph j. Dunphy,
Acting Commissioner of Public Works,
Cambridg% Iy[as3achu3ett8.

Dear Sir:-
At a meeting of the Uty %unci1 held on Nlay 25th,

1953 a report of the Coinmittee on Finance was adopted rec-
ommending that the petition of Byron B. Dunn et als relative
to drainage problem in rear of 27-29-31 Gurney Street be re-

ferred to the Comnissioner of Public Works for analysis and

report. ,

Enclosed you will find the petition as aforeaMd and

I would appreciate you returning it tome when you make your

report on this matter. ,
r

Very truly yours,

mm_L"/A@j
' Frederick H. Burjse,

City Clerk.
.
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FRANCISX.MCCANN
'

14 SHERMAN STREET

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
>

1'7 May 1953

Cpuncillor John J. Foley, '

City Hall, Cambridge
Mass.

Dear Councillor,

The attached petition is from the ,

residents of Gurney Street.
For a number of years, they have

been plagued with a drainage problem in the rear
of fj2'7-29-31. Rain water has poured from the street
down into the gulley and,after each rain storm,there

' is a lagoon which is a menace to'health and to the
safety of the pungsters who pjay there.

' City Engineer Davis investigated the
place about a year ago and he discovered there is

, a drain in the reEtr of'the Fresh Pond Market. This drainapparently was filled in when that block was built in
1912 and that caused the water to gather there. Some of
the people on the street believe that if this former
drain was reopened and connected to a Huron Avenue
outlet, the problem would be 3olved.

In the attached petition, note that
Mr Albert Doyle has signed it. Perhaps he can offer
additional information on the subject. '

Sincerely yours,

&j/
,

0

,

.
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To the Honorable, The City Council
Cambridge, Massachusetts ,

Gentlemen:

We, the undersigned citizens of Cambridge, respectfully
request your honorable body to take action on el matter threatening
the well being of our neighborhood. Over a period of years, a
serious drainage problem has existed in the rear lots on Gurney Street.Rain water constantly accumulates due to a lack of proper drainage.

Previous inspections by the City Engineer have revealed
the existence of a former drainage system in the rear of 360 Huron
Avenue and we believe that system might be reopened and again ;connected to an outlet on Huron Avenue.

The present condition has existed for years and we
earnestly solicit 'Tout assistance in correcting this unpleasant
situation. "

"

Eame,

c,
address
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" . CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
»

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

b

To Mr. Frederick H, Burke Date May 2% 1953
. City Clerk

From Ralph J, Dunphy Reference Your letter ofActing Commissioner of Public Works May 27, 1953
Subject Drainage problem in rear of 27-29-31 Gurney Street

W

,

As a result of a survey the following conclusions

were reached:

There is no possibility of water entering the

property from the street,o

. The low spot of the area is the terminus of a

natural land slope,conica1 in shape> which acts as a reservoir/

for the rain water spilled into it from the surrounding property,
& condition that is further aggravated by the fact that several

roof drains from adjoining houses drain into the area,

We are referring the question of any maintcnance

responsibilities of the Public Works Department to Mr. Richard

Gerould, City Solicitor, for his opinion,

Ye truly yours,
«

Ra h , Dunp
Acti.ng Commi sicner

C.C. to: Mr, John J. Curry
City f@nager

Mr, Richard D. Gerould
City Solicitor



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
~7-

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To Mr, Richard D. Qemujd Date May 28, 1953
City sojicltor

From Ralph J
.

Dunphy Reference

A¢tin6 cowMsdoner of Public Ehrb
Subject

Please ¢Lve me an opinion ia8 to the iuaincenance

re8pc)n8ibilitieB OE the PublZe Yjorke Department relative co the
drainage problem in the rear ¢jt 27-29<3Z Gurney Street.

A copy of the cormspcmdome to Mir. Frederick Burke,

City CKrk, on this matter 18 attachod.

Very truly yDurG,

Ralph j. Dmph
, Acting Comisslner

C.C.to: Kr, john j. Curry
City Mnager

Nr. Fredgr£ck H. Burke
v//^

City Clerk



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To blr. Frederick H. Burke Date m 28, 1953
City Clerk

From Ral h J, Dunphy Reference Your letter ofAct!ng
Commissioner of Public Worb May Z7, 1953

SubjectOrainage problew in rear of 27-29-31 Gumey Street

t

As a result of a survey th© following conclusions
"

were reached:

There is no p0$6ibility of water entering the

property from the street.

The low spot of the area 18 the teminu6 of a

natural land 8]ope,¢onic&l in shape, which acts as a re8ervoir

for the rain water 8pijled into it from the surrounding property,

a condition that is further aggmvated by the fact that several

roof drains from adjoining Piqu8c8 drain into the areas

We are referring the que8tion of any maintenance

responsibilitie8 of the Public Works Department to Mr. Richard

Gerould, City Solicitor, Eor his opinion,

Very truly your8,

Ralph J. Dunphy
Acting Commisdoner

C.C. to: Mr. John J. Curry/City Manager

Mr. Richard D, Gerould
City 3oUcitor
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Q
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