CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To Mr. Richard D. Gerould Date May 28, 1953
City Soliciter o
~ From Ralph J. Dun phy Reference

Acting ﬁommiasiener of Public Works
Subject
| Please give me an epiniou asé to the maintenance |
respenaibilitiéa of the Publie Works Department relative to the
drainags problem in the rear @f 27-29=31 Gurney 3treet.

A copy of the correspondence to Mr. Prederick Burke,
Ciﬁy Glerk, on this matter is attached,

c. c.ta, Mr. Jahn de eurry|///
| City Manager

Mr. Frederick H, Burke .
€ity Clerk



@ity nf Qamhbridge

Massachusetts

FREDERICK H. BURKE ®ffice of the Qity Gleck

CITY CLERK

ALBERT T. DOYLE
ASSISTANT CITY CLERK

May 27th, 1953,

Mr. Ralph J. Dunphy,
Acting Commissioner of Public Works,
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Dear Sir:-

At a meeting of the City Council held on May 25th,
1953 a report of the Committee on Finance was adopted rec-
ommending that the petitionvof Byron B. Dunn et als relative
to drainage problem in rear of 27-29-31 Gurney Street be re-
ferred to the Commissioner of Public Wérks for analysis and
report.,

Enclosed you will find the petition as aforesald and

I would appreciate you returning it to me when you make your

report on this matter.

Very truly yours,

L L

Frederick H. Burke,
City Clerk,
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FRANCIS X. MCCANN
" 14 SHERMAN STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

17 May 1953

Cpuncillor John J. Foley,
City Hall, Cambridge
MaSSi.

Dear Councillor,

The attached petition is from the
resldents of Gurney Street.

For a number of years, they have
been plagued with a dralnage problem in the rear
of #27-29-31. Rain water has poured from the street
down into the gulley and,after each rain storm,there
- 1s a lagoon which is a menace to health and to the
safety of the y)ungsters who play there.

City Engineer Davis investigated the
place about a year ago and he discovered there is
a draln In the rear of ‘the Fresh Pond Market. This drain
apparently was filled in when that block was bullt in
1912 and that caused the water to gather there. Some of
the people on the street believe that if this former
draln was recpened and connected to a Huron Avenue
outlet, the problem would be solved,

In the attached petition, note that
Mr Albert Doyle has signed it. Perhaps he can offer
additional information on the subject.

Sincerely yours,

Sy
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To the Honorable, The City Council
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Gentlemen:

We, the undersigned citizens of Cambridge, respectfully
request your honorable body to take action on a matter threatening -
the well being of our neighborhood. Over a period of years, a
serious drainage problem has existed in the rear lots on Gurney Street.
Rain water constantly accumulates due to a lack of proper drainage.

Previous Inspections by the City Engineer have revealed
the exlstence of a former drainage system in the rear of 360 Huron
Avenue and we believe that system might be reopened and again
connected to an outlet on Huron Avenue.

The present conditlon has existed for years and we

earnestly sollelt your assistance in correcting this unpleasant
situation. - ‘
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To Mr. Frederick H, Burke . Date May 28, 1953
, City Clerk
From Ralph J., Dunphy Reference Your letter of
Acting Commissioner of Public Works May 27, 1953

Subject Dralnage problem in rear of 27-29-31 Gurney Street

As a result of a survey. the following conclusions
were reached:
There is no possibility of water entering the

property from the streét}

The low,spot of the area is the terminus of a
natural land slope, conlcal in shape, whlch acts as a reservoir
for the rain water spllled inte it from the surrounding property,
a2 condition that is further aggravated by the fact that several

roof drains from adjoining houses drain into the area,

We are referring the question of any maintenance
responsibilities of the Public Works Department to Mr. Richard

Gerould, City Solicitor, for his opinion.,

« Dunplgy '
Actnng Comml Sioner

CeCe to: Mr, John J. Curry
- City Manager

Mr. Richard D. Gerould
City Solicitor



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To  Mp, Richard D. Gerould Date  May 26, 1953
Gity Solicitor
From Ralph J. Dunphy Reference

Acting Commissioner of Public Works
Subject

Please give me an opinion as to the maintenance
,reap@nsibxlaﬁias of the Publie Worke Department relative to the
droinage problem in the rear of 27-29-31 Gurney Street.

A eopy of the corrospondence to Mr. Frederick Burke,
City Clerk, on this matter is attached,

Very truly yours,

Ralph J, Dunph
Acting G@mmies oney
€.C.tor Ky, John J, Curry

ity Manager ‘ V////
My. Frederick H. Burke

. Cisy Clerk



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To  Mr. Frederick H, Burke Date May 28, 1953
City Clerk - | , '
From Ralph J. Dunphy Reference Your letter of
Acting ﬁammissioner of Public Warks May 27, 1953
Subject }Jrainage problam in rear of 27-29-31 Gumey Street
\

Aa a result of a survey the fﬁllawing canalusiana
were reached. |

There Ls no passibility af water entering the
praparty from the street, '

s

The low spot of the area ié the terminus of a
natural land slepe,eon&eal in shape, whiah acts as a reaarvair |
for the rain water spilled into 1t frem the s&rrannding yroperty,
a condition that is further aggravateélbyﬂthe fact that several
roof drains from a&éoining,héuaes drainliaza”thevarea.

we are referring the queasion of any maintenance
reﬁpensibilities of the Public Works Department to Mr. Richard
Gerould, City Salicitar, for his opinion,

Very truly yours,

Ralph J. Dunphy
Acting Commissioner

€.Ce to: Mr. John J. Curry'v///
City Manager |

Mr. Richard D, Ger@u&d
City Soliciter
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City of Cambridge

In City Council............ ' 1 ..... .............

I/.Jb

- The Committee 4 puriic Service

~

to w’“F" Wgs*rei‘amafi report from the Acting Somissicmer of Public Works relative to survey

of the area, rear of 27«31 Gurney Street for drainage.

\ A

Reports,

Recommending that the report be placed on filos

For the Qomuﬁ.ttee.
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