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Robert I rémowille
348 Franklin Street

Cambridge, MA 02139
Voice/FAX/Modem: 617-491-7181 " October 22, 1996

Cambridge City Council
c/o City Clerk

TO THE HONORABLE THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL: -
RE: Deadly Missiles Flying Next to Human Bodies in Cambridge

The following should be noted with regard to the apparently bizarre position of city employees that it is legal to
propel silent, deadly missiles within inches of people's bodies, except in Harvard and Central Square, remembering, of

course, that a bicyclist killed a woman in Portland, ME in August and that one woman who live within three blocks of
city hall was laid up for six months by another savage on a bicycle. The latter struck her in the street.

The:e certainly are definitions in the traffic regulations with regard to Harvard and Central Square. Those
definitions are sections 1.8 and 1.20. Nowhere in the Traffic Regulations do those definitions appear to be used. In
particular, they are not used in Article XII, Bicycle Regulations, copy enclosed.

Please also note the following sections:
12.1 TRAFFIC LAWS APPLY TO PERSONS RIDING BICYCLES

Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the -
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by the laws of this state declaring rules of the road applicable to
vehicles or by the traffic regulations of this city applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except as to special
regulations in this article and except as to those provisions of laws and regulations which by their nature can have
no application.

9.19 VEHICLE SHALL NOT BE DRIVEN ON A SIDEWALK
The driver of a vehicle shall not drive within any sidewalk area except at a permanent or tetnporary driveway.
1.37 SIDEWALK

That portion of a street between the curb lines, or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines,
intended for use of pedestrians.

1.41 STREET OR HIGHWAY

The entire width between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to
the use of the public for purposes of vehicular traffic.

1.50 VEHICLE

Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway,
including bicycles when the provisions of these rules are applicable to them, except other devices moved by
human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

The above indicates to me that, if we had responsible city employees in charge, people would not have to fear for
their lives while walking on sidewalks. At the same time, I had the impression last week that one councillor may have
passed a motion putting up banners encouraging potentiat killers to place people's lives in jeopardy outside Central and
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Harvard Square? We are talking about silent, deadly missiles flying through the air within inches of unsuspecting
human beings. We are talking about bicycles.

Also enclosed for the benefit of the city council is a copy of General Laws chapter 85, §11B, 11C and 11D, with
a blownp of the important provisions of section 11B.

Sincerely,

fidd | felireri b

Robert J. La Frémouille



ARTICLE Xit
REGULATIONS FOR BICYCLES

Sec. 12.1 TRAFFIC LAWS APPLY TO PERSONS

’ RIDING BICYCLES
Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway sha!l be granted a!l of the
rights and shall be subject to al! of the dutias anclicanle to this iver of
& vchicle by the lavws of this fzclaring ruies of the road applicabie
to vehicles or Ly the traffic r: gulations of this city applicable to the
driver of a vehicle, except as to specia! reguiations in this article and
except as to those provisions of laws and regulations which by their
natwure can have nc appiication.

Sec. 12.2  OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES
(a) Any person operating a bicycle shali obey the instructions of
official traffic-control signals, signs and other control devices
applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise directed by a police
officer.

‘ (b) Whenever authcrized signs are erected indicating that no right
or left or U turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle
shall disobey the direction of any such sign, except where such
person dismounts from the bicycle to make any such turn, in
which event such peison shall then cbey the regulations
applicable to pedestrians.

Sec. 12.3 RIDING ON BICYCLES

(a) A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than astride a
permanent and regular seat attachad thereto.
(b) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than

the number for which it is designed and equipped.

Sec. 12.4 RIDING ON ROADWAYS AND BICYCLE PATHS

(a) Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway shall ride as
near to the right side of the roadway as practicable, exercising
due care when passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in
the same direction.

(b) Persons riding bicycles upon 3 roadway shall not ride more than
two abreast except on paths or parts of roacdways set aside for
the exclusive use of bicycles.

(c) Whenever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent
10 a roadway, bicycle riders shall use such path and shall not use
the roacdway.

Sec. 12.5 EMERGING FROM ALLEY OR DRIVEWAY
The driver of a bicycle emerging from an alley, driveway or building
shall upon approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending
across any alleyway, vyield the right of way to all pedestrians
approaching on said sidewalk or sidewalk area, and upon entering the
roadway shall yield the right of way to all vehicles approaching on
said roadway.

Sec. 12.6 CARRYING ARTICLES
No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or
N article which prevents the rider from keeping at least one hand upon
the handle bars.

Sec. 12.7 PARKING
No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than upon the
~ roadway against the curb; or upon the sidewalk, in a rack to support
the bicycle, against a building, or at the curb, in such manner as to

afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic.
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12.8 LAMPS AND OTHER EQUI_PMENT ON BICYCLES hatf an
Every bicycle when in use during the period from.one ha” ae
hour after sunset to one half an hour bgfore sunrise, sha e
equipped with a lamp on the front which shalt emr; a w :'1d
light visible from a distance of at least 500 fe?t to the ront ?ble
with a red reflector on the rear of a type which shall be vns;‘ °
from all distances from 50 feet to 300 feet to the rear whe
directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a moto;
vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light \I.IS.Ible from a dl'stance o
500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red reflec.tzr.
n shall operate a bicycle unless it is eqqnpped wit a
(o) rI::Iec;l poet'rsgthesr device capable of giving a signa.l audible for a dgs-
tance of at least 100 feet, except that a bncycvle shall not ef.
equipped with ncr shall any person use upon a bicycle any sir
e k hich will enable
i le shall be equipped with a brake whic
tEr:/:rgp:rlaC:ocret: make the braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean

pavement.

Sec.
(a)

(c)

0
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Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 85, Section 11B:

Every person operating a bicycle . . . shall be subject to the traffic
laws and regulations of the commonwealth . . . except that: (1) the
bicycle operator may keep to the right when passing a motor vehicle
which is moving in the travel lane of the way, (2) the bicycle operator
shall signal by either hand his intention to stop or turn, and (3) bicycles
may be ridden on sidewalks outside business districts when
necessary in the interest of safety, unless otherwise directed by local
ordinance. A person operating a bicycle shall yield the right of way
to pedestrians and give an audible signal before overtaking and
passing any pedestrian. . ..

Taken from my flier at the Police Meeting,
Enlarged for Lavonne's convenience.



CHAPTER 85
REGULATIONS AND BY-LAWS RELATIVE TO WAYS AND BRIDGES

§ 11B. Bicycles; operation and equipment; regulationg; federal produ.c’tzs_afe-
ty standards, effect; races; violations; penalties ‘

Every person operating a bicycle upon.a way, as defined in section one of c!mpter ninety,
shall have the right to use all public ways in the corqrponwgalth except limited access or
express state highways where signs specifically prohibiting bicycles have been posted, 81:ld
shall be subject to the traffic laws and regulations of the commonwealth and the special
regulations contained in this section, except that: .(l) _the bicycle operator may keep to the
right when passing a motor vehicle which is moving in the travel lane of the way, (2) the
bicyele operator shall signal by either hand his intention to stop or turn, an'd (3) bicycles may
be ridden on sidewalks outside business districts when necessary in ?.he interest of. safety,
unless otherwise directed by local ordinance. A person opgratin_g a bicycle on the sgdewalk
shall yield the right of way to pedestrians and give an audible signal 'before overtaking and
passing any pedestrian. v

Operators of bicycles shall be subject to the following regulations:

(2)(i) The operator shall ride only upon or astride a permanent and regular seat attached to
the bicycle; a passenger shall ride only upon or astride a permanent and regular seat
attached to the bicycle or to a trailer towed by the bicycle. - S :

(ii) The operator shall not transport another person between the ages of one to four years,
or weighing forty pounds or less, on a bicycle, except in a “baby seat”, so-called, attached to
the bicycle, in which such other person shall be able to sit upright; provided, however, that
such seat is equipped with a harness to hold such other person securely in the seat and that
protection:is provided against the feet or hands of such person-hitting the spokes of the wheel
.of the bicycle;: or-upon or.astride a seat of.a tandem bicycle equipped so that the other person

can comfortably reach the handlebars and pedals. The operator shall not transport any
person under the age of one year on said bicycle.

(iii) Any person twelve years of age or younger operating a bicycle or bging carried as a
passenger on a bicycle on a public way, bicycle path or on any other public right-of-way shall
wear a helmet. Said helmet shall fit the person’s head, shall be secured to the person’s head
by straps while the bicycle is being operated, and shall meet the standards for helmets
established by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4) or subsequent
standards or the Snell Memorial Foundation’s nineteen hundred and eighty-four standard for
use in bicyeling or subsequent standards. These requirements shall not apply to a passenger
if the passenger is in an enclosed trailer or other device which adequately holds the passenger
in place and protects the passenger’s head from impact in an accident.

(iv) A violation of clause (ii) or (iii) shall not be used as evidence of contributory negligence
in any civil action.

(3) The operator shall give an audible warning wnenever necessary 1o insure
sale operation of the bicycle; provided, however, the use of a siren or whistle is
prohibited.

(4) The operator shall park his bicycle upon a way or a sidewalk in such a
manncr as not to obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(5) The operator shall not permit the bicycle to be drawn by any other
moving vehicle. The operator shall not tow any other vehicle or person, except
that bicycle trailers properly attached to the bicycle which allow for firm
control and braking may be uscd.

(6) The operator shall not carry any package, bundle or article except in or
on a basket, rack, trailer or other device designed for such purposes.  The
operator shall keep at least one hand upon the handlebars at all times.

(7) Every bicycle operated upon a way shall be cquipped with a braking
system to enable the operator to bring the bicyele traveling at a speed of fifteen
miles per hour o a smooth, safe stop within thirty feet onoa dry, clean, hard,
level surface.

(8) During the period from onc-half howr alter sunset to one-half hour before
sunrise, the operator shall display to the [ront of his bicycle a lamp emitting a
white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet, and to the rear
of said bicycle cither a lamp emitting a ved light, or a ved reflector visible for
not less than six hundred feet when directly in front of lawful lower beams of
headlamps on a motor vehicle. A gencrator powered lamp which emits light
only when the bicycle is moving shall meet the requirements of this clause.

JEICRYCIES
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(1) The operator shall ride single file on any way except when passing.
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(9) During the period from one-half hour alter sunset to one-hall hour before
sunrise, the operator shall display on cach pedal of his bicycle a reflector, or
around cach ol his ankles vellective material visible from the front and rear for
a distance of six hundred feet, and reflectors or reflective material, cither on
said bicycle or on the person of the operator, visible on cach side for a distance
of six hundred feet, when diveetly in front of fawful lower beams of headlamps
ol a motor vehicle. This clause shall not prohibit a bicycle or its operator to be
cquipped with lights or reflectors in addition to those required by clauses (8)
and (9).

(10) No bicycle shall be operated upon a way with handlebars so raised that
the operator's hands are above his shoulders while gripping them. Any
alteration to extend the fork of a bicycle from the original design and construc-
tion of the bicycle manufacturer is prohibited.

(1'1) The operator of a bicycle shall report any accident involving either
personal injury or property damage in excess of one hundred dollars, or both,
to the police department in the city or town in which the accident occurred.

Any federal product safety standards relating to bicycles which are more stringent than the

‘requirements of clauses (7) through (10), inclusive, shall supersede said requirements.

Competitive bicyele races may be held on public ways, provided that such races.are
sponsored by or in cooperation with recognized bicycle organizations and, provided further,
that the sponsoring organization shall have obtained the approval of the appropriate police
department or departments. Special regulations regarding the movement of bicycles during
such races, or in training for races, including, but not limited to, permission to ride abreast,
may be established by agreement between the police department and the sponsoring

_organization.

. Violations df any provision of this section except violations of subclause (iii) of clause (2)

shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty dollars. The parent or guardian of any
person under age cighteen shall not authorize or knowingly permit any such person.to violate
any of the provisions of this section. A bicycle operated by a person under the-age of
eighteen in violation of this section may be impounded by the police department, or in a town .
which has no police department, by the selectmen, for a period not to exceed fifteen days. A

violation of any provision of this section by a minor under the age of eighteen shall not affect

any civil right or liability nor shall such violation be considered a criminal offense,

‘§ 11C. Bicycle law violations; civil disposition; notice

Every city and town shall, pursuant to clause (16B) of section twenty-one of chapter forty,
;provide a non-criminal ticketing procedure against violators of the provisions of sections
eleven A and eleven B and of any rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law of the city or town
regulating the registration, equipment and operation of bicycles. Cities and towns shall print
notices of such violations in tag form in the same manner as notices pursuant to section
-twenty A or twenty C of chapter ninety are printed for such cities and towns.

A police officer taking cognizance of any such violation may request the offender to state
his true name and address. Whoever, upon such request, refuses to state his name and
address, or states a false name and address or a name and address which is not his name and
address in ordinary use, shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor more than
fifty dollars. Any such offender so refusing to state his name and address may be arrested
without a warrant, but no person shall be arrested without a warrant for any other such

violation.

Every police officer who takes cognizance of such violations may give the offender a notice,
which shall be in tag form, as provided in this section, to appear before the clerk of the

21
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district court having jurisdiction, at any time during office hours, not later than twenty-one
days after the date of such violation. If the offender is under sixteen years of age, the officer

may give such notice to the parent or guardian of the offender. All tags shall be prepared in
triplicate and shall be prenumbered. i ot

Said tag shall contain but shall not be limited to the following information: the registration
number of the bicycle, if any; the name and address of the offender, if served with notice in
hand at the time of such violation; the date, time, place and nature of the. violation; the
amount of the fine; instructions for the return of the tag; and a notice which reads as follows:
This notice may be returned by mail, personally, or by an authorized person, and if property
returned shall be deemed non-criminal. A court hearing may be obtained upon the written
request of the offender. Failure to obey this notice within twenty-one days after the date of
the violation will result in the offender's appearance in court on a criminal complaint. “Such
notice shall be signed by the officer, and shall be signed by the offender whenever practicable
in acknowledgment that the notice has been received. The officer shall, if possible, deliver to
the offender at the time and place of the violation a copy of said notice. Whenever it is not
possible to deliver a copy of said notice to the offender at the time and place of violation, said
copy shall be mailed or delivered by the officer, or by his commanding officer or any person
authorized by said commanding officer to the offender’s last known address. The mailing of
such notice by the officer, his commanding officer or the person so authorized, to the said
offender shall be deemed a sufficient notice, and a certificate of the officer or person stating
that such notice has been mailed in accordance with this section shall be deemed prima facie

evidence thereof, and shall be admissible in any court of the commonwealth as to the facts
contained therein. C : VR

At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the officer shall give to his commanding
officer those copies of each notice of such a violation taken cognizance of during such tour,
Said commanding officer shall retain and safely preserve one of such copies and shall at a
time no later than the beginning of the next court day after receipt of such notice deliver
another of such copies to the clerk of the court before whom the offender has been notified to
appear. The clerk of each district court shall maintain a separate docket of all such notices to
appear. _ oL - . L. .

Any person notified to appear before the clerk of a district court, as provided herein, may
appear before such clerk and confess the offense charged, either personally or through an
agent duly authorized in writing, or by mailing to such clerk the notice accompanied by the
fine provided therein, such payment to be made only by postal note, money order or check
made out to the clerk of the court. Returning the notice to the clerk of court and payment of
the fine established shall operate as a final disposition of the case. Proceedings under this
section shall not be deemed criminal; and no person notified to appear before the clerk of a
district court as provided herein shall be required to report to any probation officer, and no
record of the case shall be entered in the probation records. o :

If any person notified to appear before the clerk of the district court fail to appear or,
having appeared, desire not to avail himself of the benefits of the procedure established by
this section, the clerk shall, as soon as may be, notify the officer concerned, who shall
forthwith make a complaint against the offender and follow the procedure established for
criminal cases. If any person fails to appear in accordance with the summons issued upon
such complaint, the clerk shall send such person by registered mail, return receipt requested,
a notice that the complaint is pending and that if the person fails to appear within twenty-one
days from the mailing of such notice, a warrant for his arrest will be issued. If any person
fails to appear within twenty-one days from the mailing of such notice the court shall issue a
warrant for his arrest. ' The notice to appear, provided herein, shall be printed in such form
as the chief justice for the Boston municipal court department and the chief justice for the
district court department may prescribe for their respeclive departments; provided, however,
that any city or town may request that the notice prepared for said city or town pursuant to
section twenty A or section twenty C of chapter ninety be so revised or adapted that said
notice may also be used for the notice provided for in this section.

All fines collected pursuant to this section shall be used by the respectivé cities and towns
for the development and implement.ation of bicycle programs.

§ 11D. Bicycle helmets; display of sign requiring use

Every person engaged in the retail business of selling or renting bicycles shall display in an
area conspicuous to customers of such business a sign containing the following statement:
“Massachusetts law requires that a bicycle helmet be worn by persons twelve years of age
and under who are operators or passengers on a bicycle.”.

By posting such a sign, such retail business shall be deemed to be in full compliance with
this act, and no liability shall be incurred in the event that said helmet is not worn.

-
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Consent Comm ié ion #2
Communicatiorf wag-received from
Robert LaTremouilfle, transmitting

traffic requlatiohs regarding Harvard
and Central Squarg.

In City Council October 28, 1996
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