CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

To  Robert Healy, City Manager R Date  June 20, 1991
From TGoo ge Teso, Traffic Director . | Reference |

Subject City Council Order #7, dated 6/30/91 Re Speedlng on Pearl Street

“Enclosed is a copy of a tfaffie study. conducted by the
Traffic and Parklng Department with regard to speedlng and.
accidents. We did determlne that the speedlng did not occur
during the daynght hours but during the late evening hours. We
did find that the accident frequency at one intersection was high
and we will concentrate our efforts on making it safer. |

We have also met with the Public Works Department to trim
any branches that obscure our warning signs.
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The Department of Traffic and Parking has conducted a

traffic study to examine the complaints of traffic hazards

along the section of Pearl Street from Franklln Street to
‘Granite Avenue.

" The data collected for thls study 1ncludes reported
accidents along the street, volume counts and speed checks at
various locatlons and Varlous tlme perlods.

I INTRODUCTION

Pearl Street is a one way roadway with parking allowed
on both sides. It runs from Massachusetts Avenue to Granite
Street and 1s 27 feet w1de the entlre length ~ The magorlty

~ant A s

_1htersect10ns of Franklln*Street Allston “Street and - Chestnut

There are full s1gnals at the 1ntersect10ns of




AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC VOLUMES
South Of Glenwood South Of Auburn

PEARL STREET ’ 2638 4151

ITI ACCIDENT HISTORY

The accident data for the study area from January 1990
thru May of 1991 was collected from the Cambridge Police
Department and reviewed by the Department of Traffic and
parking. A summary of these accidents are listed in the
following table.

LOCATION NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS CONTROLS
Pearl at Franklin 1 Flasher & Stop
Pearl at Auburn 5 Stop
Pearl at William 1 Stop
Pearl at Erie 2 Stop
Pearl at Allston 4 Flasher & Stop
Pearl at Putnam 4 Fully Signalized
Pearl at Chestnut 1 Stop
Pearl at Henry 1 Stop
TOTAL 19

As shown above all the intersections have some sort of
control. All the side streets along Pearl Street have either
a Stop Sign, a Stop Sign with a Flasher, or a Full Signal.

Information provided in the police reports showed the
main reason for accidents was people not adhering to
controls. A repeated comment was that people were ignoring
the Stop signs. . ’ s SR ’

IV SPEED OBSERVATIONS

Radar speed checks were conducted along Pearl Street at
various times and various locations. The results were as
~ follows: :

SIDE STREET =~ TIME  AVERAGE SPEED 85% SPEED
AUBURN ST 9a-10a 25 MPH . 27 MPH
HAMILTON ST =~ 10a-1la 25 MPH 29 MPH
CHESTNUT ST . 1p-2p 25 MPH .29 MPH
HENRY ST 2p-3p 25 MPH 28 MPH

HAMILTON ST  5:30p-6:30p 25 MPH 29 MRH




A review of the actual speed check data in Appendix B
chows that there were a number of vehicles speeding but the
majority were under the 30 MPH city wide regulation. The
highest speed we recorded was 40 MPH and onlv two cars were
clocked at this speed,.
¥ CONCLUSION

ot

he information gathered tne problem o

I
S Winor. On narrow roads where there

i
speeding vehicles appear I
i3 parking on both sides the actual speeds appear much
sreater than they actually are. The majority of the
accidents involved Cambridge residents of which many were
residents living in the scope of the study area. These
drivers should be familiar with the roads and the

Due tc the type of accident which is cccurring at the
intersection of Pearl Strest and Auburn Street a sight
distance study was done and found that by removing one space
along Pearl Street visibility would almost double. This

should aid in making tkLE intersection safer.
After discussions x th the residents in the aresa it was
xpressed that the speeding problem is pr -imarily late at
nldht
A copy of the speed checks will be sent to the Cambridge
Police Department for their use. We will also i nform them
that the main problem is late night.
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MITRON SYSTEMS COEPORATION - ¥5C3050

"VOLUME COUNTING PROGRAM

Channel Number
Location Code
““Date = .
“Real Time -
Start Time
Sample Time
Divide
Summatlon

Operator Number
Machine Number
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' VOLUME COUNTING PROGRAM  ¥ITi0N STSTENS CORPCRATION - 4383000 LQ o mE
o ' o . R : of  Aoburn
- Channel Number 1 ,ﬂﬂzr\‘ N

Location Code - 1108B : L -
~Date - 742 V2 S ~ R

‘Real Time . E - 1004 '

‘Start Time 1100

Sample Time ' 30

Divide 2

Summation 4 NC

2-Way NO R
Operator Number i
Machine Number 3
85 3800 030 D200 1305 1499 1Bel LS50 1700 1300 1860 2500 Z100 2309 230G 1440
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VbLUME COUNTING PROGRAM
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/ EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT"

ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSSI
Deputy City Manager

/7,

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

- CAMBRIDGE., MASSACHUSETTS 02139

TEL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307

June 24, 1991

To The Honorable, The City Council:

Please find attached a response to Awaiting Report Item No. 37, regarding speeding on
Pear] Street, received from George Teso, Director of Traffic & Parking, relative to this matter.

RWH/mev
attachments

Very tgaly yours,

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

100% Recycled Paper



il

Awaiting Report Item'No. 37 regarding
- speeding on Pearl Street. 5 . >

CONSENT AGENDA

In City Council,
June 24, 1991
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