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o the s gl
| Hohorable the Ccity council of the

City of Cambridge sss

The future use of the Charles
River above the Cambridge Bridge, being now assured as a great
Water Park in connection with our Metrovolitan Park system,the
bridges between Cambridge and Boston above the Harvard Bridge
at some time should be constructed upon plans in harmony with
the environments upon which Cambridge, Boston and the State
have already expended millions of dollars.

For economical and architectural reaéons each of these
bridges should be constructed without a draw, and if so built
wouid afford'probably twentyesix (26) feet clear headwa&?é?er i
the main ship channel at mean high water, conforming in this :
respect to the bridge now being built. This'will materia;;y
affeect the present grade of the approaches to the bridges, and
it will be necessary to raise the same.

It seems to me wise to at once consider the adoption of
measures for the establishment of such new grades while it can
be done at a minimum expense and while there are but few build=-

ings to be affected by the change in the approaches. And furth-



I
( Pg. 2. )
To the _
Honorable the City Council of the

ity of cambridge,

ermore an imperative reason for definitely establishing the
grades with reference to the needs of the future is the Park
and boulevard construction on the fiver bank by the Park De-
partment of Camnbridge which is and will be intersected by the
approaches, and any radicai change made hereafter and not now
. planned for, will occasion unnecessary expense hereafter in
the readjustment of the Park and boulevard grades.

It will not be necessary and verhaps not advisable, to go
further at the present ﬁime,than to establsih the grades of |
the approaches in preparation for the needs of the future, which
can be done at a comparaﬁiveiy small expense,

There are, however, two bridges above the_Cambridge Bridge
requiring early attention.

The Brookline Street Bridge, being mich below the grade
of the street upon the Boston gide, and being crossed at the
foot of the sharp declivity by the tracks of the Grand Junction
Railway at grade, does not properly serve the locality where
it is placed., The danger and the delay to traffic occasioned
by the railroad crossing would be obviated by raising this
bridge to the height proposed, and such change would undoubted-
ly result in the running of the electric cers to Boston by the
way of Gotﬁagé Farms, and thus furnish a more direct route to

Boston for the residents of Ward Pour.



’

( Pge 3. )

To the
Honorable the City Council of the
City of Cambridge,

The Boylston Street Bridge, converging at the draw, is a
source of danger whenever a crowd of peoﬁle congregate in the
vicinity, which frequently happens.

CRAIGIE and PRISON POINT BRIDGES, on account of their de-
féotive conditions, will require the early attention of the

city government.

It seems to me wise that some hroad and general plan should

be adopted in relation to these bridges, an@Atﬁéf'legislative
authority for the construction of sﬁoh 5fidges‘should be sought
at the next session of the General Court. 'Congress having au-
thorized the construction of one/drawiess bridge, the assent of
the War Department ough£ to be'rgédily obtained for a similar

construction of bridges above. -

I transmit herewith blue prints of plans made by the

¢ity Engineer of Boston, showing the proposed grades.
I would respectfully suggest the early reference of
this entire subject to a Committee of the ¢ity Council.

Respectfully,

MayoTe
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IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN,
Decembér 4th, 1900,

®rdered, A
That His Honor thé Mayor be requestéd to petition' to,

the Gefie¥al Court, at 1ts next seéssion,' for législative authority

8 ol

Tor the construction' of drawless bridgé agross ‘the Charles River
bétweén Cambridgs ar'd Boston, above the ¥ rd Bridge, iv place
of ‘thé exibting bridges; ”he ‘samé t0, be constructéd on» plans in
ha.rmony with the improvemen‘bs that haveée been com.empla.ted, oT are
now being favored by the two, iu#es in' ‘the vicinity of the ap~

proathes to said bridgés.!

te the
\/ for Cencurreno®¢

J
Yny Clerk.

IN COMMON COUNCIL. i

%@/ Y L Z00
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
_____ /@ YT, /7@

FPROVED,
Q.o atd Q auc/ /4
MAYOR. -
MAYTRT RECORDS, VOL. FPAGE/Y b
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@ity of Cambridge

AN A AT A

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN,

Decémber 4;:1900.
The Committee on City Engineering, to whith
was réferred a communication from His Honor the Mayor of Sept. 25,1900,
relative to thé preposed réconstiuction of the éxisting bridgé€s across
the Charles River above the Harvard Bridgé, and suggestiniz "that some broad
and gétieral plan should be adopted in relabion”to,thése bridges, and that

legislative authority for thé construction of such bridges should be sought
at- thé next sessiom of the Gemeral Court®,:

Reports ‘ B L
Récommertding the adoption of the accom~
~apnying order reQuesﬁiﬂg "the Mayor to petition the Gémeral Court at,

its next séssion for legislative authority foi1 the construction of dfawle

ﬂ' bridges across the Charle Rlver bétween Cambridgé and Bostotl, abové the f é
A1 % % . :
|rveErce B -,
AR ridge

Fo¥ thé Committee, J

o T S
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