Six Mc Lean Place

Cambridge, MA. 02140
Telephone 491-7181

December 13, 1981

LJJ’ Creened, azz/'pz Condrnily

Before the end of December the city council will consider zoning cqanves which
could do a lot harm to Cambridgeport and to Central Square, These changes could
move the Central Square alcohol problem into the middle of Cambridgeport, They
could replace jobs with expensive condos in a virtual expansion of the MIT campus,’
They could create a rew retail district in competltlon with struggling Central

tSquare merchants, ‘ L -

Iam very deeply concerned about the unpublicized fine print in the MIT and
Community Development Department proposals for the eastern part of Cambridgeport,

the Can“rldgepovt Industrial District.,’ The more I read these proposals, the more I5_3r5” -

find hidden in them, It is distressing that MIT/FDD supporters have been publicie=
zing the proposals without telling people what harm’they could.do.

The MIT/CDD proposals will permit the expansion of the Central Square retail
and alcoholic entertainment district a third-of the way into CambrlagapoLb. In this
area development of stores and bars is'now illegal, Before various MIT and CDD pro=
posals no one supported creating competition for struggling Central Square merchants,
let alone putting that competition in the middle of Cambridgepcct. No community
resident has ever supported expanding the Central Sguare alcoholic entertalnment
district; but MIT and the CDD repﬂatedly permit that 1n.the fine prlnt
-~ gfr. their proposalss expansion in Cambrldguport.

The CDD p“oposes to legallze expenalve condominiums throurhcut the Cambrldgepo”t

- Industrial District, Almost all the area:affected is now set aside for jobs, Condos

are now prohibiteds The CDD has pulled high-level political strings to get permise
sion: for a pedestrian crossing over the B&A railroad tracks at Putnam Avenue. This
railroad crossing combined with legalization: of condos are the very items needed
to expand the MIT campus into this industrial area, An area which now has plenty
of._jobs could be changed over the next few. years into lwtury housing for MIT profes=
sors, staff and graduate students, if the MIT/CDD proposals are passed,’

Cambridgeport r851denDS'do not want the Cenural Square alcchol problem moved
into the middle of their neighborhood,” They don%t want the Ceniral Square business
district further weakened by major competition in the MIT properties, They don't want
a lot of their jobs replaced by expensive condos,’ :

Most people do not have the speciallized knowledge and skills necessary to under=
stard the extremely CO“plWC& ed MIT/CDD proposals,” MIT and the CID are playinz a hizh
takes game in which one of the biggest dangers to them is that people will find out
what their proposals can do., MIT and the CDD lost in June, the last time the city
councll considersd their idess, The very real damage . p0531ble to Cambridgeport has
~not changed since then. The clty council should once again reject the MIT/CDD ideas,
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Attorney Ropert J, La Tremouille




-~ i O t<487

Comme from Robert Je LaTremouille, Attorney
Re: proposed zoning changes in the eastern
part of Cambridgeport and the Cambridgeport
Industrial Districte

Ir Jity Council,

Dec ember 21, 1981
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