5 FEustis Street
Cambridee, Mascachuretts
February 17, 1977

Chief nf Pnlice Frattn
Cambridee Pnlice Headquarters
3 Western Avenue

Cambridge, Macss,

Dear Sir:

At aporoximately 12:30 am nn the morning nf Sridey the
eleventh nf February, my car was Struck as it was parked nn
the Cambridge side of Harris Street Arrardine +n sl
witnesses, the car which struck mine wae in the process of
being chased by a City of Cambridge Pnlice natrol cer,

The damage tn my car is serimus - it cnyld easily exceed nne
thousand dnllars,

Since the time nf the accident I have:

-Gone to the Cambridge Police Cffice nn several NCCaRIIoN,

which has been totally fruitless,

and checked the repnrts nf pnlice chases froam the pre-

Vinus night, and infermed me that there had been twn
‘chases on that ftight, and that 1 shnuld trv tn get in
tnuch with'one Officer Jillett, who wss invnlved with
one of the chases and hed filed a sketchy report and
.~ then gone hnme with an injured knee.

-Dning the bulk »f your nffice's research for ynou, I

- next tried to get in touch with Officer Jillett, 1
dalled,headguarte:s,on Monday morning (the 14th), on1
to be told that Officer Jillett would be nut for the
”'reSt,bf.the wealk, ' On a subsequent call, I was tnld

that3the-:eason1thét"0fficep-Jillett would not ke there

for.the‘remainder nf the week was because he wag at the

ght he able to reach him

hPlice Aeademy, and that I mies gaagefble Lo reach bim
Eher§r¥at{%’?§hé?ﬁ1’ice cadémy’ fHumernus ‘times. esch

b

time leaving my ‘fhame, my hnme and work telenhone numbers

and ‘a megsage fny Officér Jillett tn nlease get in
touch with me, as Sgt., Dannvan Sugrgested that it may

have been he (Officer Jillett) whn wae invnlved in the
chase of the car which hit mine, Finallv, an Wednesday
(the 16th), B0t 8 hold nf Officer Jillett, (After three

days of call ng'on,myvpart, and not nne attemot on hi

S

part to get in touch with me,) Officer Jillett tnld me

that he was nnt involved in the chase on Herris St.,
that he pursued. a car from Sacramentn St. (twn blacks

away) to Inman Sq., where he eventually made. the arres

- =Realizing that talking tn Officer Jillett was totally

but

useless, 1 decided tn return to headguarters nn Thure

day(the 17th), tn check the front desk inurnal to see
if any more substantial repnrts had been enteréd ann-
cerning the night nf the ineident, With the heln nof
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Qfficer Mason (whn was very helpful), 1 searched the front
deslc journal, Tn'the surprise of officer Mason, the pages
which should have contained the information for the night
in question were missing from the jpurnal (pp. 230-34),
oOfficer Mason then asked another Officer (plainclothesman)
if his office might by chance havemcopies’ef”the'missing
pages in his journal, The officer replied that he believed
he did, Going to the new office, Officer Mason found
a record of the night in question in the journal, . This
jnurnal had a report which stated that a chase had taken
place on the night in question, and was in-fact a report
of Officer Jillett's sctions, There was norother report
of a chase taking nlace on that night, - Officer Jillett's

- chase seems tn be (on paper) the nnly nne which took
place. Jillett said that the car,whicﬁ,hp.eveqtually
stnpped was not daqagggmxﬁggsaﬁggﬁgﬁﬁ?;Mam ming . WoN
Ave My ear

‘have ta be damaged #EOL £a¥S
from a parked pnsition,

What I would like to know from your police ¢
1)Why have 1 had to g0 arournid and try to.uncover the facts
of what happened, Why is not Sgt. Donovan's office 4
(Acclident), doing anything to investigate the case, There
nas nnt even been an officer here to look at the scene,
evaen though 1t involves an accident Wnic took place

~ Jduring a police action. s .

)T fuI%y Teallze that the police have many more serious
cases to investigate, but 1 do not think that that calls
for an almost callous inconsideration for my plight,

My car is still sitting in a heap because 1 cannnt find
out who to take my case to, not to mentinn the woman's
car behind mine, who is suing me, Who do 1 sue???

1 wnould sincerely appreciate any efforts your office cen make
in exnediting this situatinn,

Thank Yonu,
Cathy Heller

ey Mavor Al Velucci
citv Councilman “renk Duehay
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Comm. from Cathy Heller requesting reimburse-
;ment for damages done to her car during a
. police chase.

In City Council,
Feb. 28’ 1977
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