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CHANGES IN PROCEDURE FOR
SALE OF COUNTY-OWNED LAND

Chapter 173 of the Acts of 1985
(Amending G.L. Ch. 34 S. 14)

SUMMARY:

An amendment to Section 14 of Chapter 34 of the
General Laws makes several important changes in the
procedure to be followed by county commissioners
when selling county owned real estate.

The most important change in the procedure is
the new requirement of an appraisal by an independent
appraiser approved by the executive committee of the
advisory board on county expenditures. Other im-
portant changes require a wider distribution of and
a more detailed notice of the proposed sale or lease.
Such changes are clearly designed to allow and en-
courage a higher degree of participation by the cities
and towns in the county in the determination as to what
county real estate is to be sold or leased.

The requirements for the sale of county owned land
in effect prior to the effective date of Chapter 173
together with the -corresponding requirements under
Chapter 173 are listed on the following pages.
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CUIDELINES:

10

County commissioners contemplating a contract for
the sale or lease of county owned real estate in
an ensuing fiscal year should arrange to have the
required appraisal done before the commencement of
the year of the contract for sale or lease. This
is now the statutory requirement.

Example: If a contract for a sale of county owned
land is to be entered into in fiscal year
1987, the county commissioners should
arrange to have the required appraisal
made during FY86.

The sale or lease of all county owned real estate
is now subject to the requirements of Section 14
of Chapter 34. g -

A contract for the sale or lease of county owned
real estate which is executed without compliance
with the provisions of Section 14 may be voidable.
However, no action for violation of Section 14 may
be brought after the date of delivery of a deed
conveying county owned land.

The written notice and public hearing are required
prior to contracting for the sale or lease of real
estate not just prior to the actual sale or lease.




Before Ch. 173

After Ch. 173

Written Notice

At least 120 days prior to
sale or lease.

At least 90 days prior to contract-
ing for sale or lease.

City council, board of selectmen
of city or town in which real
estate is located; members of gen-
eral court representing such city
or town; advisory board on county
expenditures of county in which
real estate is located; regional
planning agency of region in which
real estate is located.

To
City council, board of
selectmen of city or town
in which land is located.
Applicable To

Sale or lease of 2 acres
or more of county owned
land.

All county owned real estate.

Notice To Include

Present use; reason for
selling or leasing; pro-
posed use of land.

Present use; reason for selling or
leasing; new activity or purpose
for which it will be used; copy of
independent appraisal made within
the past fiscal year by appraiser
approved by executive committee of
advisory board on county expendi-
tures of county in which real
estate 1s located.

Public Hearing

At least 90 days before
sale or lease of land,
commissioners must hold
public hearing in city
or town where land is
located to disclose con-
ditions and reasons for
sale or lease.

At least 45 but not more than

60 days before contracting for
sale or lease, commissioners must
hold public hearing.

Notice of Hearing

By publication. (No man-
ner or time specified.)

Publish time and place of hearing
on at least 2 occasions in at
least 2 newspapers. Publication
at least 14 days prior to hearing.
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In city Council,

June 9, 1986






