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IN CITY COUNCIL
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COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

COUNCILLOR BORN

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

MAYOR DUEHAY

VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO

~COUNCILLOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR RUSSELL

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Women's Heritage Project, through on-going programs, initiatives, and
research, is working to recognize the remarkable women of Cambridge and their
contributions, both past and present, to the City, the Commonwealth, and the Nation;
and

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs, African-American abolitionist, women’s rights advocate, and
author, deserves recognition as one of Cambridge’s most remarkable women. She was
born into slavery circa 1813 in Edenton, North Carolina, escaped in 1835, and spent
the next seven years in Edenton hiding in a tiny crawl space above her grandmother’s
storeroom; and :

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs fled north in 1842, living as a fugitive in New York and
Massachusetts, until she was freed in 1852. She chronicled her experiences in her
autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself, published in
1861. She served as a relief worker among black refugees in the South during the Civil
War and, after the war, helped create schools for African-Americans; and

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs lived in Cambridge and operated a boarding house on Trowbridge
Street from 1870-1872. In 1873, she moved to 17 Story Street, where she lived for
three years. She returned to Washington, D.C. and worked among destitute
freedpeople. She died there in 1897 and is buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery; and

WHEREAS: Cambridge women of every race, class, ethnicity and of every era of history have

played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and social role in every
sphere of the life of the City, Commonwealth, and Nation; and



WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

-RESOLVED:

‘Cambridge women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage

and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation
movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other
progressive movements, which create a more fair and just society; and

Cambridge women have historically provided the majority of the volunteer labor force
and established many early charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions; and

Cambridge women have been local and national leaders in the fields of science, '
medicine, art, architecture, literature, education, social work, business, philosophy,
and in many other academic and professional disciplines; and

Despite their many contributions, the role of American women in history has been
consistently overlooked and undervalued; and

The Cambridge City Council has designated March as Cambridge Women's History
Month, to coincide with National Women's History Month; now therefore be it

That in March of 1999 special recognition is ngen to the life and works of Harriet A.
Jacobs; and be it further

That the Cambridge Women's Heritage Project is hereby authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation each March, calling upon the women and men of Cambridge to
observe the month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities; and be it
further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution for presentation to the Cambridge Women’s Heritage Project on behalf
of the entire City Council.

In City Council March 1, 1999.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- )G )Y) 2 ,‘Mﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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WHEREAS: The Cambridge Women's Heritage Project, through on-going programs, initiatives, and
research, is working to recognize the remarkable women of Cambridge and their
contributions, both past and present, to the City , the Commonwealth, and the Nation;

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs, African-American abolitionist, women’s rights advocate, and author,
deserves recognition as one of Cambridge’s most remarkable women. She was born into
slavery circa 1813 in Edenton, North Carolina, escaped in 1835, and spent the next
seven years in Edenton hiding in a tiny crawl space above her grandmother’s storeroom;

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs fled north in 1842, living as a fugitive in New York and
Massachusetts, until she was freed in 1852. She chronicled her experiences in her
autobiography, Incidents in the sze of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself, published in
1861. She served as a relief worker among black refugees in the South during the Civil
War and, after the war, helped create schools for African-Americans;

WHEREAS: Harriet A. Jacobs lived in Cambridge and operated a boarding house on Trowbridge
Street from 1870-1872. In 1873, she moved to 17 Story Street, where she lived for three
years. She returned to Washington, D.C. and worked among destitute freedpeople. She
died there in 1897 and is buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery;

WHEREAS: Cambridge women of every race, class, ethnicity and of every era of history have
played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and social role in every sphere
of the life of the City, Commonwealth, and Nation;

WHEREAS: Cambridge women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage
and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation
movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other
progressive movements, which create a more fair and just society;

WHEREAS: Cambridge women have historically provided the majority of the volunteer labor force
and established many early charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions; :

WHEREAS: Cambridge women have been local and national leaders in the fields of science,
medicine, art, architecture, literature, education, social work, business, phllosophy, and
in many other academic and professional disciplines; and

WHEREAS: Despite their many contributions, the role of American women in history has been

' consistently overlooked and undervalued; nowsthereforesbe it e A
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RESOLVED: That-/rie Cambridge City Council -re-eenfirms-thaf

Women's History Month, to coincide with Nationa

)iz designated as Cambridge
Women's History Month; and—

RESOLVED: That in March of 1999, special recognition is given to the life and works of Harriet A.
Jacobs. The Cambridge Women's Heritage Project is hereby authorized and requested to
issu roclamation each March, calling upon the women and men of Cambridge to
observ the month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.
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Cambridge women have been local and national leaders in the fields of science,
medicine, art, architecture, literature, education, social work, business, philosophy,

~ and in many other academic and professional disciplines; and

Despite their many contributions, the role of American women in history has been
consistently overlooked and undervalued; and

The Cambridge City Council has designated March as Cambridge Women's History
Month, to coincide with National Women's History Month; now therefore be it

That in March of 1999, special recognition is given to the life and works of Harriét A.
Jacobs; and be it further

That the Cambridge Women's Heritage Project is hereby authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation each March, calling upon the women and men of Cambridge to
observe the month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and act1v1t1es and be it
further '

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution for presentation to the Cambridge Women’s Heritage Prolect on behalf
of the entire C1ty Council. :
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The Cambridge Women's Heritage Project, through on-going programs, initiatives, and

research, is working to recognize the remarkable women of Cambridge and their

contributions, both past and present, to the City, the Commonwealth, and the Nation;

and

Harriet A. Jacobs, African-American abolitionist, women’s rights.advocate, and
author, deserves recognition as one of Cambridge’s most remarkable women. She was

‘born into slavery circa 1813 in Edenton, North Carolina, escaped in 1835, and spent

the next seven years in Edenton hiding in a tiny crawl] ¢ space above her grandmother’s
storeroom; and

Harriet A. Jacobs fled north in 1842, living as a fugitive in New York and
Massachusetts, until she was freed in 1852. She chronicled her experiences in her
autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself, published in
1861. She served as a relief worker among black refugees in: the' South during the Civil
War and, after the war, helped create schools for Afrlcan-Agxerlcans and

Harriet A. Jacobs lived in Cambridge and operated a boardirigg ‘hﬁlouse on Trowbridge
Street from 1870-1872. In 1873, she moved to 17 Story Street where she lived for
three years. She returned to Washington, D.C. and worked among destitute
freedpeople. She died there in 1897 and is buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery; and

Cambridge women of every race, class, ethnicity and of every era of history have
played and continue to play a critical economic, cultural, and social role in every
sphere of the life of the City, Commonwealth, and Nation; and

Cambridge women have been leaders, not only in securing their own rights of suffrage
and equal opportunity, but also in the abolitionist movement, the emancipation
movement, the industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other
progressive movements, which create a more fair and just society; and

Cambridge women have historically provided the majority of the volunteer labor force
and established many early charitable, philanthropic, and cultural institutions; and
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Councillor Triantafillou re: celebrate
Cambridge Woman's History Month by
honoring HarrietiA. Jacobs.
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