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IN CITY COUNCIL

December 18, 1989

CDUNCILLOR WALTER J. SULLIVAN

ORDERED: That all items currently pending before the City Council with
the exception of those items currently listed under
"Urifinished Business" and not acted upon by the end of the
1989 legislative session be placed in the files of the City
Clerk without prejudice, subject to recall by any member.

In City Council December 18, 1989.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

Septeniber 18, 1989

CjXNCILUjRWALSEI

WHEREAS: Previous requests have betan made to the Rtmt CXxitrol Board to
provide the statistical information necessary to evaluate how
many more rental mits exist in the City now as opposed to how
many there were in 1970, and, mst recently, Donna M. Turlq',
Assistant Director of the Rent Cjcjntroi Board sent a somCNhat

threatening letter to Cairibridge Real Estate Brokers or Barikers
regarding empliarice with Ordinance 966 wherein, amorig other
things, was stated:

"it has come to our attention that a riuniber of ordinanced
condominium units i.n CMbridge are being sold under the
premises that they can be occupied by the purchaser if a
trust hold title. Please be advised that the only way
that a condominium can be owner-<ccupied is if itcanplies with Ordinance 966". (A c'opy of the letter is
attached); and

WHEREAS: Qrdinance 966 was adopted in 1979 with the express limitation
that it shall cease to be effective if the Board files its
certificate with the City Clerk that the total nuiiiber of
rental units in the City, excluding housing units, exceeds
that number as of january 1, 1970; and

WHEREAS: !Ihe continued failure by the Rent cb.ntrol Board to provide the
requested information to the City Clerk and/ar the City
Cburicil is a blatant violation of the spirit and the intent of
Ordinance 966; and

WHEREAS: 'lhe continued failure by the Rent Cjontrol BDard to provide the
requested informaticm to the City CLerk and/or the City
cbmcil is subjecting the City to serious financial and legal
problems; hOW therefore be it

ORDERED: tlhat, to reduce the potential liability of the City for
continued enforcement of an ineffective ordinance, the City
Manager direct the Re.nt Control Board to desist from all
further enforcement of the Ordinance 966 within THIRTY (30)
JAYS fran the date hereof unless within said 30 day period,
the requested data is provided to the City Clerk arid the data
supports the continued need for Ordinance 966.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

Councillor William H. Walsh September 18, 1989

WHEREAS: Previous requests have been made to the Rent Control Board
to provide the statistical information necessary to evaluate
how many more rental units exist in the City now as opposed
to how many there were in 1970, and, most recently, Donna M.
Turley, Assistant Director of the Rent Control Board sent a
somewhat threatening letter to Cambridge Real Estate Brokers
or Bankers regarding compliance with Ordinance 966 wherein,
among other things, was stated:
" It has come to our attention that a number of ordinanced

condominium units in Cambridge are being sold under the
premise that they can be occupied by the purchaser if a
trust holds title. Please be advised that the only way
that a condominium can be owner-occupied is if itcomplies with Ordinance 966 ". (Copy of letter attached);
and

WHEREAS: Ordinance 966 was adopted in 1979 with the express limitation
that it shall cease to be effective if the Board files itscertificate with the City Clerk that the total number of
rental units in the City, excluding housing units, exceeds
that number as of January I, 1970; and

WHEREAS: The continued failure by the Rent Control Board to provide
the requested information to the City Clerk and/or the City
Council is a blatant violation of the spirit and the intent
of Ordinance 966; and

WHEREAS: The continued failure by the Rent Control Board to provide
the requested information to the City Clerk and/or the City
Council is subjecting the City to serious financial and
legal problems; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That, to reduce the potential liability of the City for
continued enforcement of an ineffective ordinance, the
City Manager direct the Rent Control Board to desist from
all further enforcement of the Ordinance 966 within THIRTY
(30) DAYS frorn the date hereof unless within said 30 day
period, the requested data is provided to the City Clerk
and the data supports the continued need for Ordinance 966.

(ATTACHMENT)
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RENT CONTROL
BC)'ARD

D. Mt'RGARETDRURY. EXECUTNEC!RECT¢'R

August 24, 1939

Dear C,==m¶ridge Real Estate Broker or Bankar:

It Las COKl2 to our atteriticci that a number of ordinaneed
coridcminium unitg i:i C:"mhridga are bei:ig sold urtder the premise
that they ca2 be cjccupied by the purchas3er if a tru3t hold3 title.i?leas2 1jq odviseRl that the only way that a condominium can Le
o"n112r-Qcc'jpiea is if it complieg "Aith Ordinance g 66. ±<emptions
under thcz Qrdina:ice are granted if the first unit deed on th?
coRdomi2i= vas3 filed prior to Augmt 10, 1979, or a purchage ana
sale zgrszement with a depmsit paid "da3 executed prior to August 10,
1979, or where a d2ed exi3ts b"tlich reflects a purchaser who vas a
tena:± who resiAed in the unit contirtuously from prior to August
iq, 1979 through to th2 date of purchase, or the unit is in a tmo
or tk.ree family building vkich "Aa3 exempt from the Rent Control Act
at th2 time ci£ coriversioii. There. are several other limited
exceptions to tb2 la"m The establishment oF a real estat'2 trust
Goes not shield the unit from the mandate that art ordinanc&1 u:zit
must be occepied by a tenant. If the occupant of an ordinanced unit
is a beneficiary of tke real estate trust, then such occupation 13

illegal. In r27iewiRg such cases, the Board looks beyond the trust
to issues such as the beneficial Q"mer3hip, the form of the tru:3t,
the rent being paid, vZcj is responsible for repairs, vko p2ys3 the
coRacuRium fees, th2 F!ortg?.gor, atid vho made the dovnpayaent.

If ycu have (iu2suoc3 :zbout Or(Zinanc2 966 or any other asp2cts
of th? Re:it control Act, you 77a7 call p'Ulic a=ista2ce is any
4"2e:'cday a£t2rnoQA from 12: 45 tcj 4:45 at 493-5161.

si:icerely,
K\ ~TzA

Donna ¥. Turley
Assista2t Directjr

b
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IN CITY COUNCIL

September 18, 1989
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WHEREAS: Previous requests have been made to the Rent Cjcntrol Board to
provide the statistical information necessary to evaluate how
many more rental units exist in the City now as qpposed to Ikjw
many there were in 1970, and, most recently, Denna M. !hir1ey,
Assistant Director of the Rent Cjontrol Board sent a someMat
threatening letter to Cauibridge Real Estate Brokers or Bankers
regarding cxjmpliarjce with Ordinance 966 wherein, amang other
things, was stated:

"it has cane to our attention that a nutuber of ordinanced
cxxxiominium imits in Caibridge are being sold under the
premises that they cari be occupied by the purchaser if a
trust hold title. Please be advised that the only way
that a cxxdomiriium car be owrler-<jccupied is if itcanplies with Ordinance 966". (A copy of the letter is
attached); and

WHEREAS: Ordinance 966 was adopted in 1979 with the express limitation
that it shall cease to be effective if the Board files its
certificate with the City CLerk that the total riuniber of
rental units in the City, excluding housing units, exceeds
that nuiriber as of january 1, 1970; and

WHEREAS: The continuM failure by the Rent Cbntrol Board to provide the
requested information to the City Clerk and/or the City
Cbuncil is a blatant violation of the spirit and the intent ofOrdinance 966; and

WHEREAS: 'Ihe mntinuM failure by the Rent Control Board to provide the
requested information to the City Clerk and/or the City
Cotmcil is subjecting the City to serious financial and legal
problems; rxjw therefore be it

ORDERED: That, to reduce the potential liability of the City for
continued enforcement of an ineffective ordinance, the City
Manager direct the Rent Qxitrol Board to desist from allfurther enforcement of the Ordinance 966 within THIRIY (30)
RAYS fran Eie date hereof unless within said 30 day period,
the requested data is provided to the City Clerk and the data
supports the continued need for Qrdinance 966.
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tRENT CONTROLETJARD

d D. Mr'RGARETDRURY. EXECLJTNE C!F!ECTC'R

August 24, 1939

Dear C?m")ridge Rezl 2stUe 2roker or Banker:

It ta:j corie tm our ztte3tio3 tijjt a rn=ujer of cmdinanced
coAdomiciu= units 1a c=riagz are being sold uzider the pruzmise
that th2"i' ca2 be occupied by the purchaser if a trust hold3 title.
Pleas2 .!3q eCvisml that the only way that a condominium can be
o"m2r-occu?iea is if it com?lieg vith Ordinance g 66. Exemptions
ur:Cer th2 Ordizm:ice are gra:ited if the first unit deed on tho
co:"Aomiziu.m va3 filed prior to August IQ, 1979, or a purchase anti
sa2e zgr2ement with a deposit paid "da3 executed prior to l'iugust 1C,
1979, or where a d2ed exi3ts3 b'hich rzflects a purchaser k"hc) vast a
tenartt who resiCed in the unit conti:tuouslj from prior to Auccust
10, 1979 through tcj th2 date of purcZmse, or the unit is in a t",jo

or three f=ily builAiir.g "d"iich "a,q!3 exempt From the Rent control Act
at th2 time cif coA"jersioA. There. are several other limiteti
e:<ceptiozis to tb.e la"m The establishneM cC a real estat2 trcst" Goes not shield the unit from tte riamiate thzt azt orcZinarteed u:Ut
must be occmpied by a tenant. If the cccupant o:E ari ordir.anced unit
is a beneZiciary OF the real estate trust, then such occu?atio7. is
illegal. In r?7ie".ji7.g such cases, the Board looks beyond the tr2st
to issijes such 2s3 the beneficial Q"dner3hi?, the fo:m of the trU3E,
the rertt being paid, z"km 13 responsible for re?airs, vF.o p?:'3 th2
co7A!cu2i= fees, ths2 Flortg2gor, a2a vho made the Covnpayaent.

IF ycu have =2sucjc3 zboW: Ortinance 966 er any other aspects
oF th? R27.t contZoi Act, you =a7 call p'£5lic as3sist"m.ce is cm;'
4"2e:cday a£t2rnc)QA from 12:45 t:j 4:45 2"g 493-5161.

Si:merely,
K\ ~Ta?A

Do!17ai y.. Turley
As!3ist22t Eirect3r
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Order # " + /g
Councillor Walsh re: Rent Control Board todesist from further enforcement of Ordinance
#966 within 30 days unless data supports
the continued need for Ordinance #966.
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In City Council,

Sept. 18, 1989
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