EXHIBITS
A - D Tenant complaints responded to on April 23, 1587.
E Tenant complaint responded to on May 20, 1987.
F Complaint on vehicles and trash never responded to
in spite of report.
G Complaint which triggered call to DEQE on June 31,

1987 and unearthed chemicals. Note " File Closed”
notation. Porch railing cited as sound collapsed
July 11, seriously injuring 17 year old girl.

H Letter from abuttor citing non—-compliances with IGES
court vuling to demolish burnsd-out laundry building
and continued use of 149 - 1351 Putnam Ave. for non-

residential use. (Demolition completed this summer
Court case in grogress on unauthorlzed us

I Fartial ngtation of wioclations for past i
Earlier sheet and accompanying complaints

J Inspecticn by Mr. Bentubo indicating thinmgs

‘ done before demolition. Commissioner i1ssu=sd permit

=

two weeks later in spite of problems not belng
redressed,

I Additional complaint unwresolved.
- Letter from litigant in successful 198
enforcement of court order and detatl

case and property.

M Letter from litigant citing ongoling unresclved
problems and indicating missing documents.

M Letter from commissioner to temporary vecsiver o

pnroperty regarding need Tor survey ba:rd. No recerd
cf csurvey in records of department.
G Response to above letter.

Otrhzr deocuments reviewed Sy me ab depacitysnt ofiicz

but mct available at recznbt visit.

Court raling IO was a
=13 ~uling =
TupLorts ol =, 1PEC
lowed was dov o T ZEvera:
cut diemizzed 1y commiasioner T3 o0 iil.
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CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 (617) 4989013

L]

JOSEPH J. CELLUCCI
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Scheduled Apnodintment

@ity of Camhbrioge

N 32793 INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
ROOM 308, CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., 02139
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33397 INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT CITY HALL
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02133 (617) 4989013

Date:’ 7/’ Z f ‘f 7

JOSEPH J. CELLUCCI
_ COMMISSIONER OF BUILDINGS e o
AND HOUSING Soroe Bt

- Reference to: - ﬁ@& i NGQ/)W
Location of Property / 7/9 / {/ @M W
Name of Owner: FR 20l T Coj//w o Tel. No. d{;_’?é O

Address of Owner: _Prodecc oo/ /5/4, 1/ W /1"//0%1 St Laxe /oL

Reason for Referral:

Céec/(‘ 1”//‘-/ %,MWM
= /J/ /ﬂw« %M%J/

%ﬁbw)%/@z{#m/\%% s

Date

Finding of Referralwmw C// 741’%&%@1@“}[ ﬁ 0»@71
Tpel s o AFQCJ%,M ////TQWW/M -

/AMQ/ @/hw/\%fﬁozz
N /

Title &Mﬁ

Please return White to Inspectional Services Department and retain Yellow copy for your files. Pink copy to M aster file

IS Form 67 _ -
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COLONIAL REALTY COMPANY

\// .
* .
" P.O.Box 172 ) 167 FULLER STREET - BROOKLINE, MAGS. 02146
19.21 ELMER STREET - CAMABRIDGE. MASS. 02138 277-0342 . 277-7265
664.6034 '

13 June 1985

Mr. Joseph J. Cellucci _
Commissioner, Inspectional Services
City Hall - 3rd Floor

Cambridge, Mass. 02139.

Dear Conmissioner Cellucci: RE: 153-159 Putnam Avenue
12-24 Elmer Street

We have been ‘in touch with you a number of times, most recently at the
end of May, 1985, about subject property, which was bought in at fore-
closure by Coolidge Bank and Trust Company on 6 March 1984.0n 31 May

1985, the undersigned spoke with workmen he observed working on the pre-
mises, and in response to his inquiry they advised they had been engaged
and were working for and at the direction of Coolidge Bank and Trust Co.
We presume said bank is still the owner and/or in control of the property,
unless records at the registry of deeds indicate otherwise.

On or about 7 May 1981, over four years ago, there was a fire of suspicious
origin that destrpyed a substantial part of the building(s), which in sub-

sequent litigation is was established exceeded 50% of the replacement value
of the building(s) so that it could only be replaced by a conforming use,i.
e., one allowed in a residential district C. ,

Approximately December, 1981, the then owner filed a Chapter 11 Petition
with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court. Subjequent to the then owner's (Debtor's)
@iling of the Chapter 11 petition, permission was granted by the Bankruptcy
Court for the Middlesex Superiou Court action brought by various abutters

as well as the City of Cambridge (that later joined into the action), to
prevent the then owner from continuing operations at the locus. On or about
15 February 1983, a Consent Final judgement/decree was entered by the Middle-
sex Superior Court (Spunt et al v. Wimm et al’, #76-567), which required a
ceasing of all ... operations ... no later than approximately 15 August 1983.
You will notice from the docket number, the lTitigation started in 1976.

The then owner had earlier applied to the Board of Zoning Appeal and was

denied permission to extend it's non-conformity. In spite of the denial,
 the then owner connected the subject premises to property of Winn Trust

at what appears to be 149-151 Putnam Avenue, in defiance of the City BZA

and your Department. Further, inside the burned out buildings thenconstruct-

ed a cement block ‘structure without a permit and in defiance of the City.

At this time we are adbised and aver that cement block structade is full of
equipment connected with the former Taundry (or present laundry),business
in defiance of the zoming laws and Consent Judgement of the Middlesex Super-
ior Court. Lights have been seen from our office, which is directly across

the‘street‘ in the internal structure some evenings from time to time.

CONTINUED



Mr. Jgseph Cellucct, Cemmissioner of Inspectional Services, City of
Cambridge 13 June 1985 PAGE 2.

The property contanues to deteriorate. The wires to the smokestack are in
some casds 1oose and the smokestack is rested badly with holes. It may be

in danger of falling.

Since last fall (1984), the rear doors to the burned out buildings facing
on Elmer Street, have been open and children have been coming and going to
and from the building at will, until 31 May 1985 when after talking with
you the workmen who claim to have been sent by Coolidge bank at least se-

- cured two of the doors after apparently doing some work inside. Children
can get into the 12-16 Elmer Street, section. The roof has caved in, and

we reqgularly see children playing on the roof, which is clearly to the eye
structrally unsound and danerous and an attractive buissance. A great ac-
cumulatien of rubbish and old machinery are plainly visable in the premises.
Cement block mortar is crumbling, and premises are open to the weather.

In addition to what appears to be the continuation of illegal use, these
premises constitute in our respectful opinion a menace to the neighborhood
and a serious threat and hazard to inquisitive children. These premises are
only a block from the King School and across the street (Putnam Avenue),

~ from a housing project. In addition to abutters, the City of Cambridge was

a party to the Middlesex Superior Court litigation and resulting Court orders.

We respectfully request you take immédiate action in accord with M.G.L.
Chapter 143, and cause these dangerous and menacing structures to be re-
moved. They cannot be rehabilitated or used for commercial-industrial use.

We respectfully call upon you to cause the demolition and xremoval of the
illegally constructed sub-structures and joining of same to the prpperty
“at 149-151 Putnam Avenue.

We appreciate the recent appearance, on 3 June. 1985, of your Inspector in
response to our most recent oral complaints to you. If the bank or it's
succestor will not remove the offending and illegal structures, it appears
you have authority to have the City do it, and enforce the City's lien
against the property owner(s), in accord with M.G.L. Chapter 143.

We feel we have been more than patient, and a continuation of these condi-
tions are a violation of our Massachusetts and Federal civil rights. This
sort of situation certainly would not have been tolerated this long in most
other parts of the City. We certainly want to co-operate with you in every
way and do not want to place ourselves in an’ adversarial position with the
City or it's officials. As one of the designated parties in the Court order,
I am writing you on behalf of all of the abutters, and parties to the liti-
gation. Your job is certainly not an easy one, but if people are allowed to
act in open defiance of the City ordinances and regulations and orders of
the Court, only anarchy and destruction of this community can result.

As a courtesy, because the City was involved as a party in the Titigation,
we are sending a copy of this letter to the City Solicitor, and as the City
Council,we are advised,issued one or more orders in connection with this
property some years ago while the litigation was pending, we are sending
them a notice by way of the City Clerk.

We thank you for your considerable time and consideration in this most diffi-

cult matter.
Sincerely,

COL¢;)AtkE;6;ng§OMPANY
AP O wﬁ}g%dvé”
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: COLONIAL REALTY COMPANY
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‘/.P.0.~ Baowx 172 167 Fuller 8Blreet - Brookline, Macae. oO2146

19-21 Elmer Btreet - Cambridge, Hamae. O213@ ) R77-0342 ~: 277-72408

B8464-6034

May 14, 1987

Inspector Vincent Clarke
Inspectional Services Dept.
City Hall - Rm. 208,
Cambridge, Ma. 02139

Re: 147, 149, 151, 157 & 159 Putnam Ave.
14, 20 & 24 Elmer St.

Dear Inspecfor Clarké;

After completing a related matter at your office this afternocon,
I brought to your attention the subject locations. You and Inspector
Courtney were kind enough to try to assist me in this regard. When
you went to your files to look into this matter we found most of the
file was missing. Accordingly, I enclose from my file a copy of a
letter dated June 24, 1985 addressed to Mr. James Tower at Coolidge
Bank and Trust Co., in Watertown, signed by Commissioner Cellucci,
who sent it to me. Also enclosed is a-copy- bt our copy of letter of
July 6, 1985 to Commissoner Cellucci. .Both:of these letters were not
in your file, nor was the supporting documentation for Commissoner
Cellucci ‘s June 24 1985 letter. Accordingly you asked that I send
you these letters from my file of which you da not have copies. Your
file contained a letter dated August, 19846 from Coolidge Bank and
Trust Co., indicating the subject property had been sold to Mr.
Joseph Raduano. Your file also had certified letters in it addressed
to Mr. Raduano that were apparently not picked up at the post office.

While we were discussing this, one of the other Inspectors
passed by and suggested an application for a razing permit was-on
Commissioner Cellucci’'s desk, but that he was away on vacation. From
time to time I have di%cussed this with various members of your
Department, and on at least two occassions with the Commissioner in
the past few months. '

As recently as this afternoon children were observed on the roof

of the 20-24 Elmer St., sections of the building. The cgllar of the
smoke stack also appears to have substantially deteriorated since our
earlier correspondence. We are concerned one or more children might

be seriously hurt or worse if they fall through the caving in roof
onto the debris below, or if the smoke stack falls into Elmer Street.
We also call to your attention plainly marked fifty-five qallon drums
of Tr:chlorptpihylene approxamatly at the 147 Futnam Avpnup,



location. There are other containers variously marked as harzardous
in the illegald'y built section that joins the 149-151 Putnam Avenua,
building to the former Charlesbank Laundry site. According to the
D.E.QLE., these are hazardous chemicals that require sgecial
disposal. We believe there are alao old deteriorating 'metal fuel and
chemical tanks under the site or street, which must be/properlyr
removed. ’

Nearly two years have elapsed since the enclosed correspondence.
It seems incredible the City is either unwilling or unable to enforce
the laws and raze the offending derelict structures. The City does
have funds available to act in emergencies for the public saftey. As
You are aware, if the City remqves the offending structures the cost

to the City, as we understand it, will become a lien against the real
estate. ’

We have been hearing for the last six months or more that the
New owner is about to act. May we have your immediate response as to
Jjust when action will be taken? We understand your Department is
being reorganized; but feel nearly two years of "no action" is
unreasonable.  On behalf of a number of owners on Elmer St., and
Futnum Ave, and a large number of tenants we remain,

Sincerly Yours

8 pﬁ?ﬁ/ A shuke 7 .

Cenieial

SAS/A

encl.s :2, as noted

cc: Insp. John Courtney
City Manager Robert Healy
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INSPLCTIONAL sravicps DEPARTMENT CITY HALL )
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JOSEPH J. CELLUCCH
COMMISSIONER OF BUILDINGS
AND HOUSING

CERTIFIED MAIL

June 24, 1985

MNr. James Tower

Collection Officer v

Coolidge Bank & Trust Company ,
LS5 Main Street

Watertown. Massachusetts 02172

Re: 147, 149, 151+ 157 & 159 Putnam Avenue
1k~ 20 & 24 Elmer Street

Dear Nr. Toweri 

! - | .
On May 31, 1985 & cemplaint was submitted to this department

: regarding maintenance of the above-listed properties.
g

In response to the complaint the following action was taken.

1. I instructed Senior Building Inspector Ronald Bentubo
to survey the premises and write a.report on his
findings. '

c- Based on Bentuba's report. I requested the City of

Cambridge survey board to make an inspection of the
premises. {see enclosure} - -

Therefore. you shall be allowed until twelve o'clock noon of
the day following the service of this notice in which to comply

 with enclosures.

Failure to remove or make the structure safe may result in
court action.

Very truly yours-,

) LN' o N
] \
Joseph . Cellucct
Commissioner .

JJCep
Cncs.

et Ratvort Hoalw
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- COLONIAL REALTY COMPANY
P.O.-qu 172 167 FULLER STREET - BROOKLINE, MASS. 02146
19.21 ELMER STREET - CAMBRIDGE, MAGS, 02138 277-0342 - 277.7268
864.6034 .
6 July 1985

Mr. Joseph J. Cellucct "

Commiss{oner, Inspectional Services
City Hall - 3rd Floor
Cambridge, Mass. 02139.

Dear Commissioner Cellucci: RE: 147-159 Putnam Avenue
o , 12-24 Elmer Street
June 14, 1985 Board of Survey Report
Thank you for copy of what appears to be an "order Tetter" to Mr. James
Tower at Coolidge Bank & Trust Company dated June 28th, 1985. You did
not, however, send us a signed copy of the report, which we would ap-
preciate at your earliest convenience. v

To assist you, we enclose a phetostat of a certified copy of Consent
Final Judgement that resulted from the consolidated Superior Court
Cases #76-567 and #81-5008, which was recorded at the Registry of Deeds
in East Cambridge in Book 14910, Pages 34-38.

Any buyer, and specifically Coolidge Bank & Trust Company, who bought

the property in at publf{c sale in March,1984, reasonably had full notice

of the conditicns connected with this property. We respectfully call your
“attentfon to the following sectfons of the Judgement: '

A. On the first page, last two 1ines read, "{t may be replaced only by
a conforming buiiding or use, f.e. one allowed in a Residence C 3
district.” ‘ ' : :

B. On top of page two, paragraph numbered 2, reads, "Said rufned build-
ing shall not be rebuilt for any purpose other than one permitted in
the Resfdentfal C 3 district."”

C. At base of page two, paragraph numbered 9. In essence no laundry op-
erations after 180 days from this date...late February,1983.

D. At bottom of fourth page, paragraph numbered 17, gives "Any of the
Super{intendant of Buildings of the City of Cambridge in the name of
the City...shall have standing on behalf of themselves and the other
individual platntiffs herein to enforce this Judgement.”

When we last spoke, you were concerned about having funds to carry out the
authority and powers you have under M.G.L. Chapter 143. Roughly two weeks
has gone by and your letter to Coolidge Bank & Trust Company remains {gnored.
With the advent of a new fiscal year on 1 July 1985, {f you ever had funds
for such a purpose, you must have them available now.

It appears on best information that. the {1legally built structure inside
part of the derelict and secured to 149-151 Putnam Avenue, in defiance of
the denfal of the Board of Zoning Appeals, Cfty Ordinances,Building Regula-
tions, and built without permits,etc., continues to be stuffed full of laun-

CONTTNUED



Mr. Joseph J. Cellucci, Commissioner ' 6 July 1985
Page 2 )

dry equipment. In our letter to you of 13 June 1985, we called to your
attention that we have seen 1ights in this 11legal structure in the ev-
enings from time to time, 1t being directly opposite our office. We have
been told there {s not supposed to be any power in the structure; yet we
see 1{ghts, and can guess that possibly 1ines have been brought in from
‘the continuing laundry operation {n the 149-151 Putnam Avenue, building.
. This appears to be a clear violation of paragraph 9, on page 2 of the
Judgement; {in addftion to the potentiality of 11legal electric wiring
efther {n the {1legal structure or eminating from adjoining premises. We
respectfully request this be 1nvestigated and appropriate action taken.

‘On July 3rd,5th,and today, the 6th, children havg been observed on the
roods of the damaged/derelfict structures. It s only a matter or time,in
our opinfon, until you have a serious acci{dent.

As 1t appears the owners will not act, we call upon you to raze the of-
fending structures and {1legal structures. He understand the cost of

this actfon constitutes a 1i{en against the land. If that we not enough,
certainly the large bank that appears to own the property should have

the ab{1ity to pay the City's claim. In efther case, we cannot understand
the reason for continuing delay now that we are into a new fiscal year.

We look forward to your prompt attention and co-operatfon.

Sincerely,
COLONIAL REALTY C

e 10

epard A, Spu

SAS/w

encl.: Consent Final Judgement

CC: Russel] B. Higley, Corporation Counsel
Councillors
Stuart DeBard, Esq.
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Various back-up materials including letters
from Colonial Realty Co. & the Cambridge
Inspectional Services Dept. concerning the
premises numbered 149-151 Putnam Avenue.

November 23, 1987
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