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TO: The City Council - Cambridge, Massachusetts

The undersigned propose and support petition/proposal herewith to widen

Elmer Street to a width of Thirty (30' 0") Feet.
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PROPOSAL TO WIDEN ELMER STREET TO A WIDTH OFVTHIRTY (30" 0") FEET

Taking of Five (5' 0") Foot stip of land on the even numbered side of

glmer Street (numbers 4 through and including 36 per plan), and an ease-
ment on corner lot where Elmer Street, joins Hingham Street, so that at
such time as thét—small residential property is»no‘1onger in use, is razed,

or otherwise removed, the\Ci;y will extend (what appears from the plan to be)

the last 41' (forty one feet), to the corner of Hingham Street.

With the demolition and removal of the "laundry buildings", some of which
appear to have been constructed in part on City of Cambridge land (but are
now removed), this proposal takes no developed prbperty; only a small strip
of large back yards of buildings facing on Putnam Avenue, and a small strip
along the side and at rear of the building facing oh Hingham‘Street{‘We are
advised the vacant lot at corner or Putnam Avenue and Hingham Street, next
to the small residential property is in the same ownership,and if this is
the fact there would be no hardship created. Similarly, we are advisedvthe
next property aftér the vacant Tot north of Hingham Street, along Putnam

Avenue, is in the same ownership. If either fact is correct, there would

be no resulting hardship.
<

-
o

‘ %& the northerly end of Elmer Street, Harvard University (part of Peabpdy

fas ) .

=

$§rrace), has constructed and operates a garage for about four hundred cars.
%ﬁis results in very heavy traffic, day and night and weekends, on Elmer |
Street, which is too narrow to carry the load. With one row of parking on

the odd numbered side, it is dangerous for cars to pass at best. This ad-
dition of five feet will bring the street up to roughly a standard width,

alleviate traffic congestion and dangérs, and enhance the neighborhood, im-

proving Elmer Street from an "alley" to a Street.

The timing of this proposal is critical, and it should be implemented before
there is construction, which would drive up the land costs and cause other

difficulties.
CONTINUED



X Proposal To Widen Elmer Street - CONTINUED Page 2 of 2.

A substantial amount of the property involved is under a Notice Of Responsi-

bility from the Department of Environmental Quality Engineering (per letter
part of which was readAto the City Council by the City Manager on 14 Sebtem-
| ber 1987), and at this point cannot be built upon. If there is a building
permit outstandingiit appeé?é to have been issued in error; there being no
~valid"21-E" and no presentation to, discussion by, or vote of the City Council
per vote of November, 1982! which wou]dvrequire action by the City Council as

a condition precedent to issuance of any building permit.(Street No.s 12-26).

The rear yards of the other properties are not independent buildable Tots,

and the required takings would therefore cause a minimum of injury and a

minimum of expense to the City. Large yards remain behind each property.

With the removal of the "laundry buildings," and the necessary removal of .
underground tanks which appear to be under the City Street, it is clear

the street will have to be repaved. This is the time to effect the tak1ngs,
install curbs and sidewalks, and repave Elmer Street, at minimum expense and

inconvenience to all parties, owners, and tenants.

Explanation of plan herewith (photocopied from Assessors' Plan),at Building Dept.

JutTined in RED - masonry structures that have been removed by their owners.

0ut11ned in GREEN - proposed strip to be taken by eminent domain to widen Elmer
Street. Dashed Segment over Street numbers 4 through 6,
could either be taken or an easement put in place to assure
Tand will not be built upon and may be taken later when the
building at corner of Hingham Street, is taken out of use.
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September 10, 1987

Mr. Joszrh Radugno =~ - - .. KE: CAMBRIDGE - ERB-N37-(82
3 Foreridge NMill Road . lazardous Materiel Relesse ot
Vover, 1. 02030 12-26 Elmer Street, Cembridge

WRITIIN CONFIRMATION OF NOTICE CF
2&3?0N$IBILI]¥7SUNMARY OF Ri5SFONSE
ACT:OKS TALEN/REQUEST FOX 1NFGRMATION

DP.:]!" St : -

a2 -« result of ep favestirction esnducted by ihe Deportrent of Environrmental

cuallcy Frginesting (DEQE) on Jvne 27, 1987, the Department has deterrined that
ciore Fas besn a releuse of varicns wacerials from an gbardoned loundromat you own
143~

et 147, 153-159 Putran Avenue, aud 12-26 Elmer Avenue, Cembridge,
Hassachuretts,

The Depecrtment's inCestiguticn fourd that abandened drums, uaderground storage.
tanks aad asocstos ingulation cxisted at yeur facility which was b2ing razed. One ™
soctien of the bullding had been demolisted pricr to the Department's arrival and a
clemical substance had been relessed from the rubble. Prier to deuolishing that
soction, four 55 gullea drume o raterial were removed from th2 building ead pleced
ia the purkinz lot. Tnside the rest of ihe building were masy crums of different
slzes contalring various subctances, Mzuy of these drums were labeled "corrosive®
anid some had relcaced thefr contente. The fleor of ‘the building was covered with
detcrgent, clothec cnd powdered chericals. Over fifty 553 gallon drums of material
from insicde tho building was removed s propec disposal.

There existc et lcast three underground ctorere tanxs cn site, each containing
an unknown ancunt of product. GCne tank is belleved to contain petroleum raptha and
annther vinyl chiloride. The asbestcs surrounding tha ahove grourd heuting tank was
broken snd there existed the potential fer release of material into tche
environment. Thic 2shestos has since leeu removed ior proper digporal,

To dnte, conterinated material hoa Leen zrvoved from Inside th2 building. The
four drurs outside the building tave also beva removed for proper disposal. The
cleaning and removel of the underground ~anks vill occur after the building hes
been demolished. Such fncident is poverne! by Chupter 21E of the Cencral Laws of
Massuchuset?~ (hecinafter "M.G.L. Chautex 21E"), the Massachusetts 011 and
Pezerdous Ma.erial Relesce [revention and Pespons: Act, which was cnacted on March
24, 1783, '

Thr: -Dep- rtment. has reasca tc belicre bascd cn availuble infcrmation that yeu
are, under the provisinns of M.G.L. Chapter £1E, Sectica S{8), responsihle for the
occurrence of siuch relizase, :



wr. Raduano

e o — R —

On Jure 27, 1987, at spproximately 1:00 p.m., Department personnel verbally
notificd you c¢f your responsibility for such release and gave you one copy of a
document preparced by the Department and entitled "Brief Synopsis of M.G.L. Chapter
21F, the Massachusetts 011 and Hazardous Material Release Prevention and Response
Act." You accepted such responsibility at that time,

‘Your acceptance of responsibility for such reclease means that you have
enterel {nto a- contract with cleanup ccntractor, approved by the Department, named
Jet Linc Services, Ine, of Stoughton, MA to take all neccseary rercdial actions
(t.2. coeecsment, contalnment ondsor removel acticns) relstive to cuch release and
ic pay dor aJsl response costs incurred by the Department due to such release,

Tu Depeciment hereby requests that you submit to the uruerszigned, Richard
Chalpir, the icllcuing information:

(1) a bilci account of why, how and whers such release occurred; and.

(2) a descripticn of all assessi»nt, concainment and/or remcval actions that
have been and/or will be taken relative (o such release; and

{3) =on estimute, to the best of your kncwledgé, of th2 quantity and types of
~

hacarcdous materfal released; end LN i
\ .
(L) coples of all hazardous wseste manifests for the hazardous raterial Y

reicased; and

(5) labkoratory results of 21l szmples taken from the underground tanks, drums
of materfal and conterinated debrils; and .

(¢) any cther i{uforration that is portinent to the nssessment,
containment and/cr removal of such releuse; cnd

(7, written notificaiton stating your 1ntent to remdsve the underground
storage tanks, which must b2 reccived by this office ot least two
bucinces days prior to removal,

Failure to comply, in a timely manner with the sbove-statzd request will
constitute a violation of M.G.L., Chapter 21E.. o

A copy of the text of !M.G.L. Chapter 21E 14 available, upon written request
from the Bookstore, Rm., 116, State louce, Lostoun, MA 02133, 1If you have any
queegtions, please ccntact Dan Ottenheimer, at 935-2160 snd refer to cage N87-882,



Mit. Raduano
Page 3,

Thank you for your cooperation regarding this urgent matter.

/f;fy truly ours,
ﬁa*
Richard J. Ch in

.Deputy Regicnal

Environzental Zngineer
RIC/LO e
~Q cank fclenaarev, DEQE, CIR, 1 Winter St, .y boston, MA 02108
© wha Shah, DIQE, Enforcement, 1 Winter St., Beston, Mia 02108
1%

“;d, \rnbriﬁge Hospital, 1493 Cambridge St., Rm, 71

2, Cambridge,
Attn: Dr. Chalfer, Director

HA

02139
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Petition of 28 residents of Elmer St., re-
questing that Elmer St. be widened to a width

of thirty feet.

In City Council,

Commiicimen af Al bisldibia
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