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" S Prentiss Streét, Apt. 7
. Canbridge, Mass, 02140
\ September 4, 1969:

o

Mr, Philip M, Croenin s v

Cambridge City Selfeitor | - - N
Ciw Hall : N RN
Cambridge, Maes, < v\

Dear Mr., Cronin:
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HOUSING EMERGENCY IN GAM

If you eity officials wére wmore in touch with thase you
were supposedly appeinted to serve - the people of Cambridge
{and not just the landYerds, by all accounts a small and selfe
interested minority in this issue) -- you would have
absolutely no doubt #hat'there is a erisis in the housing

situation in this city, - -
The increase of rents this fall far exceeds what one might
reasonably expect. Try hupting for an dpartment and yoeu'd

discover that soon enough, In my building, for example,

rents have gone up from $115 to $140 and from $125 te-$150

(with no improvements in the accommodations). Virtually all

of the tenants live on fixed ineomes. Many are students,

trying to survive on incomes of $2500 or less; ome was an

elderly lady, forged out by the appalling rent increase,

To justify this incréase in rents my landlepd gaid bluntly,

“T ean get that much. All the apartments are nov geing fer

rents that high," He'll eharge whatever he can gety the inerdinate
spiral in rents thus gees up and up, and the vietims are thase
with emall and fixed {ncomes,

The veters of Cambridge should have a chanee to make themselves
known on this isswe., It is they who are being victimized,

Why ean®t those in governmenf be wmore in touch with the problems
of the average citizen?? :

| Sinecerely,

(Snie Phoime_

Miss Barrie Thorne
— ce: Cambridge City Counell |
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communication from Miss Barrie ThHo®
- 5% Prentiss St., Cambridge requesting

ghe City Council to do something about
ghe increases in rents in the City of

: gambridge and stating that there is a

crisis in the housing situation in this
city

'

//‘7%3&/&/'///7/2’ 3

g//ffj 74 /?Az, O Sy Crll 227

September»S, 1969,





