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IN CITY COUNCIL

March 19, 2001

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN

MAYOR GALLUCCIO

COUNCILLOR REEVES

COUNCILLOR DAVIS

COUNCILLOR BORN

COUNCILLOR BRAUDE

COUNCILLOR DECKER

VICE MAYOR MAHER

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS:  This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Major E. Brooks, Sr.
on March 3,2001; and

WHEREAS:  Major was born in Stanford, Connecticut, and moved to Boston and attended public
school there; and

WHEREAS: In 1956 Major married the love of his life, Velmer Bolden, and they moved to
Cambridge; and

WHEREAS:  Major served in the United States Air Force Reserves, where he rose to the rank of
Master Sergeant from 1953-1973; and

WHEREAS:  Major was a City of Cambridge Recreation Department employee; for many years he was
the Director of the Hoyt Field Community Teen Center (The Mission); and

WHEREAS: At the Mission, Major was known by one and all as "Mr. B"; he treated every teen who
came in with love and respect and in turn taught them to love and respect themselves,
each other and the neighborhood they lived in; and

WHEREAS:  After many years of devoted service at the Hoyt Field Teen Center, Major served as
Recreational Supervisor and Administrator of city-wide programs until he retired in June,
1993; and

WHEREAS:  Major was the lead singer of a '50's/60's R&B group, The Sophomores; they were one of
the first black singing groups from the Boston area, and they appeared on Dick Clark's
American Bandstand TV show in 1956; and

WHEREAS:  Major was very active in the civic life of Cambridge; he was a member of the board and

an officer of the Riverside Cambridgeport Community Corporation, the Advisory Board
for the Cambridge Youth Resources Bureau, the Board of Directors of the Cambridge
Community Center and a member of several other community organizations; and




WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

Major's passing will leave a void in the lives of all his surviving family, his wife Velmer
(Bolden) Brooks; his children Major E. Jr., Randy L., and Anthony S. Brooks, Julie G.
Gardner and Loreyda Monroy; his siblings Gwendolyn Lisenby and Harriet and
Raymond Gainville; his sister-in-law Jessie M. Bolden; his ten grandchildren; his one
great grandchild; and his many relatives and friends; and

Major will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of
Major E. Brooks, Sr. at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Brooks family on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council March 19, 2001.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST: ¥O: P7asgenss ’&“"g

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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1. Brooks, Major E., Sr.

CAMBRIDGE

Of Cambridge Saturday, March 3, 2001, Major E.,
Sr. "Mr. B." Complete notice to follow. A.J. Spears
Funeral Home Cambridge, MA 617-876-4047

2. Brooks, Major E., Sr.

CAMBRIDGE

of Cambridge, Sat. March 3rd, Major E. Sr. "Mr.
B." Beloved husband of Velmer (Bolden) Brooks.
Devoted father of Major E. Jr., Randy L., Anthony
S. Brooks, Julie G. (Brooks) Gardner and (adopted
daughter) Loreyda Monroy. Devoted brother of
Gwendolyn (Brooks) Lisenby, Harriet and Raymond
Gainville. He also leaves his “*Angel of Mercy"
sister in law, Jessie M. Bolden RN, 10
Grandchildren, 1 great grandchild and a host of
other beloved in-laws, other relatives and friends.
Funeral Services Thurs. Mar. 8th at 8:00 PM at
Saint Paul A.M.E. Church, Corner of Bishop Allen
Dr. & Columbia St., Cambridge. Visiting hours at
Church, Thurs. 2-4 & 6-8 PM. Relatives and friends most kindly invited. Interment
Cambridge Cemetery, Fri. 10:00 AM. Late City of Cambridge Recreation Dept.
Employee (Retired). A.J. Spears Funeral Home Cambridge, MA (617) 876-4047

3. Hosmer, Major Humphrey B.

HOLDEN WORCESTER CONCORD

Of Holden, formerly of Worcester & Concord, December 29, Major Humphrey
Buttrick Hosmer USAF Reserves (Ret.) Husband of Janet (Pierpont). Father of
Hilary H. Hosmer of Bedford, Joan Hosmer Smith of Noank, CT, and Stephen P.
Hosmer of Holden. Grandfather of Derek A. Smith of Seattle, WA, Katherine K.
Holden of Watertown, and Jonathan B. Holden of Jamaica Plain. Brother of Samuel
Hosmer of Scottsdale, AZ, and the late Herbert B. Hosmer Jr., Eleanor Friedman and
Patience MacPherson. Funeral Service Tuesday, Jan. 2 at 11 a.m. in All Saints
Church, 10 Irving St., Worcester. With a Reception to follow in the Church Hall.
Interment following reception at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, Concord. Contributions
in his memory may be made to All Saints Church, 10 Irving St., Worcester, MA
01609. Arrangements under the direction of The Joseph Dee & Son Funeral Service,
CONCORD. Army Air Corp Veteran WWIL

3/7/01 9:53 AM
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March 19, 2001

COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
MAYOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR BRAUDE
COUNCILLOR DECKER
VICE MAYOR MAHER
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

: @ WHEREAS:

@ WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

This City Council was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Major E. Brooks, Sr.
on March 3, 2001; and

Ut b
Major was a retired City of Cambrjdge Recrgation Department employ:
AAMMJ’D\ bb% lj'lfak #fd& &rm Teew (_77‘9_ M"”‘h‘)j

Major's passing will leave a void in the lives of all his surviving family, his wife Velmer
(Bolden) Brooks; his children Major E. Jr., Randy L., and Anthony S. Brooks, Julie G.
Gardner and Loreyda Monroy; his siblings Gwendolyn Lisenby and Harriet and
Raymond Gainville; his sister-in-law Jessie M. Bolden; his ten grandchildren; his one
great grandchild; and his many relatives and friends; and

Major will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

That this City Council go on record extending its deepest sympathy to the family of
Major E. Brooks, Sr. at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Brooks family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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Major E. Brooks, Sr.
(Mr. B.)

Major Brooks, Sr., a longtime resident of Cambridge, passed on Saturday,
March 3, 2001. Major was born in Stanford, Connecticut and moved to Boston,
Massachusetts at an early age. He attended elementary, junior high and high
schools in Boston. Major married in 1956, moved to Cambridge and decided
to become a permanent resident and an involved citizen.

Major is survived by his wife of 44 years, Velmer (Bolden) Brooks, four
children, Major Jr., Randy L., Julie G. (Brooks) Gardner and Tony S.,

and 'self-adopted daughter' Loreyda Monroy, ten grandchildren, one great
grandchild and two grand dogs. He leaves three surviving siblings, sisters'
Gwendolyn (Brooks) Lisenby, Harriet Gainville and brother Raymond
Gainville. Also cousins Leah Griffin and James Grace. He also leaves his
mother-in-law Gladys Bolden, sister-in-law Jessie Bolden (Our Angel of
Mercy) as well as other beloved in-laws, family and friends. Major has joined
his brothers, Rodney Brooks, Walter, Earl and Robert Gainville.

Major served in the National Guard, in the US Air Force Reserves where he
rose to the rank of Master Sergeant from 1953-1973. From 1958-1973 Major
also held a civil service position at Hanscom Field Air Force Base as well as
taking a position in the Cambridge Recreation Department as Director of Hoyt
Field Community Teen Center (The Mission) where he was given the es-
teemed name "Mr. B".

"Mr. B" ran the Mission as an extended part of his own home, in his very
strong and unique style, which consisted of Rules, Love, Fun, Respect and
Discipline. Treating the teenagers as they came through the door with love
and respect and in turn teaching them to love and respect themselves, each
other, and the neighborhood they lived in. Everyone that came to the Mission
knew it was, "Gentlemen, hats off in the building, no swearing, no fighting,
no smoking, no drinking, no drugs in and around the property".

He was the "Community Father" to all, whether it was kids from the
coast, the port, the Christ Child, North Cambridge, or even from in town.

He was a positive source of inspiration to many of the lives that he has
touched. After many years of devoted service to the youth of the Hoyt Field
Teen Center, Major continued his service in the Recreation Department as a
Recreational Supervisor and Administrator of citywide programs until he retired
in June 1993.

He was the lead singer of a 50's/60's R & B group The Sophomores. Major
was lead tenor, Donald Clements baritone, Rollie Clements tenor and Dan
Hoodbass. The Sophomores all hailed from the Roxbury area, where they
harmonized on the front steps of houses along Bower Street. They were one
of the first black singing groups from the Boston area. They appeared on Dick
Clark's American Bandstand TV show in 1956, singing their hit songs,_"Cool,
Cool Baby" and_"Ever his Time".

Major had a multitude of interests and self taught skills. Some of which were
musical instruments, fishing, building projects, antiques, gardening, baking
sweet potato pies, barbequing in his yard and making his specially requested
strawberry Daiquiris.

Most of all his greatest interest was interacting with his family.

Major was a member of the Riverside Cambridgeport Community Corporation
and served as Treasurer, Secretary,Vice President and President. He was
also a member of the Advisory Board for Cambridge Youth Resurces Bureau,
the Board of Directors for the Cambridge Community Center and a member of
the United Community Services and the Area IV Budget Committee. He has
received the Freedom Foundation (Valley Forge, PA) Essay Award (1970) and
a US Air Force, Superior Performance Award (1961).

Major's unique personality, special qualities, energy and love will be missed
by all of us on this earthly plain, but we know he's being well received by all in
Heaven. We've all been blessed to have shared time with Major on earth and
will rejoice when we embrace him again!

& ok ok ok sk ok ok

~A cknowledgements~

The family of Major E. Brooks, Sr., deeply appreciates the many kind
and loving expressions of sympathy shown during our time of bereavement.
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Empty Place
A voice from our house is gone
A silence that holds still.
Though he will be missed, his place cannot be refilled.

Sleep on grandfather, take your rest
We still love you but God loves you best.

~Interment~
Friday, March 9, 2001
10:00AM
Cambridge Cemetery

Cambridge, MA

~Arrangements~
A. J. Spears Funeral Home
124 Western Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

(617) 876-4047

N

Celebrating the Life

of
Major E. Brooks, Sr.

(Mr. B.)
1935-2001

N
7
o

Thursday, March 8, 2001
8:00PM

St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church
37 Bishop Allen Drive
Cambridge, MA 02139

Reverend Dr. LeRoy Attles, Officiating




WHEREAS: Major's passing will leave a void in the lives of all his surviving family, his wife Velmer
(Bolden) Brooks; his children Major E. Jr., Randy L., and Anthony S. Brooks, Julie G.
Gardner and Loreyda Monroy; his siblings Gwendolyn Lisenby and Harriet and
Raymond Gainville; his sister-in-law Jessie M. Bolden; his ten grandchildren; his one
great grandchild; and his many relatives and friends; and

WHEREAS: Major will be sorely missed by all he touched and loved; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That this City Council go on record extendingbits deepest sympathy to the family of
Major E. Brooks, Sr. at this time of such personal loss; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution to the Brooks family on behalf of the entire City Council.
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WHEREAS: This City..C‘éuncil was deeply saddened at learning of the death of Major E. Brooks, Sr.
on March 73, 2001; and
WHEREAS: Major wés_.lbom in Stanford, Connecticut, and moved to Boston and attended public
school there; and
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WHEREAS: In 1956 Major married the love of his life, Velmer Bolden, and they moved to
Cambriqgd; and
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WHEREAS: Major served in the United States Air Force Reserves, where he rose to the rank of
Master Sergeant from 1953-1973; and
WHEREAS:  Major was a City of Cambridge Recreation Department employee; for many years he was
the Director of the Hoyt Field Community Teen Center (The Mission); and
WHEREAS: At the Mission, Major was known by one and all as "Mr. B"; he treated every teen who
came in with love and respect and in turn taught them to love and respect themselves,
each other and the neighborhood they lived in; and
WHEREAS:  After many years of devoted service at the Hoyt Field Teen Center, Major served as
Recreational Supervisor and Administrator of city-wide programs until he retired in June,
1993; and '
WHEREAS:  Major was the lead singer of a '50's/60's R&B group, The Sophomores; they were one of
the first black singing groups from the Boston area, and they appeared on Dick Clark's
American Bandstand TV show in 1956; and
WHEREAS: Major was very active in the civic life of Cambridge; he was a member of the board and

an officer of the Riverside Cambridgeport Community Corporation, the Advisory Board
for the Cambridge Youth Resources Bureau, the Board of Directors of the Cambridge
Community Center and a member of several other community organizations; and
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Resolution #32

/

Resolution on the death of Major E.
Brooks, Sr.

Councillor Sullivan, Mayor
Galluccio, Councillors Reeves,
Davis and entire membership

In City Council March 19, 2001

ORDER ADOPTED





