CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
MASSACHUSETTS

CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORT =June 20, 1977

ENVIRONMENT

MEETING HELD IN THE WALNUT ROOM AT CITY HALL ON JUNE 1, 1977
MEETING CONVENED BY COUNCILLOR WALTER J. SULLIVAN AT 6:30 P.M.

Councillor Sullivan opened the meeting by briefly explaining that for the past several weeks
two Council Interns, Mr. Steven King and Mr. James Duran, have been reviewing the recycling
program in Cambridge. These fellows he said, have conducted extensive research in an effort
to determine the most feasible way of expanding our present program. At this point Mr. King
gave a brief background on the City’s current paper recycling operation and indicated that
there is only 5% participation. He also stated that a recycling program had recently been
started at the Cambridge Housing Authority costing approximately $35,000 to $40,000 yearly.
This program employs youths to sort through the discarded papers, cans, bottles, etc. It was
. Mr. King's belief that in order to increase overall participation in the recycling program an
intensive public relations campaign should begin as well as consideration of various alternatives
such as creating new ordinances dealing with recycling and which would provide incentives to
tenants and homeowners for their participation.

At this point Mr. Duran stated that a demonstration program should be considered as a way
to determine if the recycling program could improve. He suggested that 2 dump trucks
presently assigned to the Public Works Department could be modified and put to work on the
recycling program. He felt that this would generate at least 25% participation and the cost
would be approximately $59,000 above the current expenditure of $60,000. This figure, he
said, would include the price of establishing a recycling office where people could obtain
information or assistance. Like Mr. King, Mr. Duran stated that one of the most important
factors of any recycling program is public awareness and a comprehensive public information
program was essential to a successful recycling operation for Cambridge. He also stated that in
the future should the program be successful the City could consider the establishment of
recycling centers for sorting, the employment of Cambridge youth to work in the recycling
program and a resource recovery plant where automatic separation, composting, etc. would be
done.

Councillor Sullivan indicated that although no money is specifically appropriated for an
expanded program, he would be willing to sponsor an order calling for an additional
appropriation, after he and the appropriate individuals met with the City Manager to discuss
the issue. He stated that he would arrange such a meeting as soon as the City Manager was
available. -y

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:20 P:M.
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