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Consent Comm. # 7

Comm. from Arnold Schutzberg, 54
Fayette St., relative to the
parking dilemna in Cambridge.

In City Council,
April 13, 1992

\j/€59{z4/1£1Q~ 7 .6426
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IN CITY COUNCIL

August 7, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED: That the attached Municipal Ordinance entitled '"SEIZURE OF

ORDERED:

AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND PRODUCING EQUIPMENT WHEN
CAUSING NOISE VIOLATION'in the City of Boston be referred to the City
Solicitor for his review and draft the applicable amendments incorporating
provisions of this ordinance into Chapter 8.16 entitled "Noise Control " of the
Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge; and be it further

That upon completion of the draft it be returned to the Ordinance Committee
for its review and deliberation no later than September 10, 1991.



CITY OF BOSTON

e IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
%’)‘ CONDITA D
<rﬁ 1639.
%msDO“
AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRODUCING EQUIPMENY
WHEN CAUSING NOISE VIOLATIONS

SPONSORED BY COUNCILLOR HENNIGAN CASEY
Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston, in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 13, and
anycﬁherappﬁcamelaw,asfoHows:
1. SECTION l1: C.B.C. Ordinances 16-26 (UJNREASONALLL NOISE)
2. is amended in 16-.6.6 (Disturbing the Prace) by inserting

3. after the phrase: "between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and

4, 7:00 a.m." the fcllowing words:

"and in excess of 70dBa at all other hours"

o S I

8. SECTION 2: There shall be added after C.B.C. Ord%nances

9. 16-26.6 the following new section:

10.

11. 16-26.7 Seizure of "boom boxes" in motor vehicles
12.

13. Folice shall have authority in their discretion
14. to issue a cease and desist warning by giving a
15. person or persons operating allowed amplification
16. device ur similar equipment installed in a motor
17. vehicle to issue a ticket imposing a non-criminal
18. fine; cite the offender for criminal prusecution;
19. ocr seize and impound amplification devices

20. installed in motor vehicle, such as so-callad



"boom boxes," radio amplification.or similar
equipment when it is used to create unreasonable
noise violating ordinance sections 16-26.1 and
16-26.6. This ordinance shall apply whether
violations eminate from a moving or parked

vehicle.

As alternative to decibal standards outlined in
16-26.6, police are authorized to cite violators
and seize noise-making amplification equipment
installed in a motor vehicle if the sound is
discernable at a distance of 100 feet or more

from the source.

When a noise violation has occurred,vcauging
disturbance of the peace to a neighborhood,
recreation, business area, church, synagogue,
temple, public transportation platforms or public
transportation vehicles, police may prosecute in
a criminal complaint the owner of the
sound-making equipment and also the owner of the
motor vehicle, if different. Upon conviction in
a district or Boston Municipal Court, the
violator(é) shall be subject to a $50 fine Zfor
the first offense, $100 for the second offense,
and $200 for a third or subsequent offense

committed over a 36-month period.



As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance who takes cognizance of a
violation thereof, may forthwith give to the
offender a written notice to appear before the
Clerk of the District or Municipal Court having
jurisdiction at any time during office hours, not
later than twenty-one days after the date of such
violation. Such notice shall be in triplicate
and shall contain the name and address of the
offender, the specific offense charged, and the
time agd place for his or her required
appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
offender in acknowledgement that such notice has
been received. Refusal by the offender to sign
such acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring crinimal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.

Any person notified to dppear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
either personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.



If any person so notified to appear before the
Cclerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided heraunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Cl_erk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith ma<e a complaint and follow the
procedure establisned for viclation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to tre Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.

When determination is made to seilze any
noise-producing equipment, police shall obtain
identity of owner or person operating the
equipment and give that person a receipt listing
and describing items seized. In the event
equipment used ir violation of noise ordinances
is to be seized but cannot easily be removed from
the motor vehicle, police shall have authority to
impound the vehicle with all its contents, major
items of which saall be inventory in a list kept
by police, a copy of which to be supplied to the

owner.



In the event the motor vehicle seized is owned by
a different person cr business entity, police
chall send notice of seizure and receipt
identifying the vehicle confiscated and 1its

contents to said owrer.

Equipment seized and impounded shall be kept in
custody until fines are paid or judicial process

involving the case 2as been cumpleted.

In instaznces of repeat offenses or a flagrant
violation of the noise ordinances, police may
seek pérmission in the Court for disposition or
destruction of the equipment.

Police summoned to quell loud noises eminating
from a radio or amplification device on a motor
vehicle may, at discrection, issue a warning to
offenders. A reco:d of service of the warning
stating: names ani addresses of persons warned;
date; time; motcr vehicle registration; location
or description of the site shall be made by the
responding officer and shall be filed at his or
her Area station. The notice of warning service
shall be maintained by the Area Community

Relations Officer.

-



Refusal of an offender to give his or her true
name and address when requested by a police
officer shall be grounds for taking the person
into custody until his or her identity has been

established.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports concerning the same address or same
individuals, the Community Relations Officer
shall be empowered to seek a criminal complaint

based on documents filed.

SECTION 3: There shall be added a new section as

follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.8 Portable "Boom Boxes" on Streets

Police who witness individuals on a public way or
public area playing radios, amplification
devices, including instruments, portable "boom
boxes," so-called, or other sound-producing
articles so as to exceed 50 decibals in the hours
between 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and 70 decibals
at other times or be audible at a distance or 100
feet or more, may issue a warning, a non-criminal
disposition and fine or arrest on criminal

ci.arges, and may also seize such articles.



If a warning is issued, police may require the
offender to identify himself or herself, giving
name and address. Refusal to give identity can
subject the individual to police custody until

identity is established.

As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance may cite through a non-criminal
disposition ticketing and fine process an
individual playing any radio or sound
amplification device on the public ways to a
degree of loudness violating noise ordinance
standards described in this ordinance.

The ticket notice shall direct the offender to
appear before the Clerk of the District or
Municipal Court having jurisdiction any time
during office hours, not later than 21 days after
the date of such violation. Such notice shall be
in triplicate and shall contain the name and
address of the offender specific offense charged,
and the time and place for his or her required
appearance. Refusal of the of fender to sign such
acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring criminal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.



Any person notified to appear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
whether personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.,

If any person SO notified to appear before tne
Clerk of Court falls to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, OU, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure providec for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation af these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and th=2 District Courts.



When circumstances warrant, in the opinion of the
enforcement officer, he or she may seize the
radio, portable "bocm box" or other
sound-producing equipment to be kept in custody
until fines are paid or judicial process
involving the case has been completed. The
officer ordering seizure shall give the owner ol
user a receipt identifying the article or

a:ticles taken and impounded.
SECTION 4: There shall be added a new section as follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.9 Warning Conc=2rning Loud Parties on
Residential Premises

Police summoned to quell loud noise from a radio
or amplification device in a dwelling or lawn,
yard or sidewalk areas in a residential district
may, at discretioa, issue a warning to offenders
in a verbal or written fashion. The landlord or
owner of the prerises, if not among the

of fenders, shall also receive notice of the

offense.



-10-

A record of service of the warning stating:

names and addresses of persons warned; name of
lzndlord or owner, if different; date; time;
address; apartment number if applicable; or
description of site if outdoors, shall be made by
the responding officer and shall be maintained by

the Area Police Community Relations Officer.

In the event of sussequent noise viclations,
reports concerning the same address or same
individual(s), the Area Police Community

Relations-Officer shall be empowered to seek

criminal complaint in Boston Housing Court based

on documents compiled.

=~ SECTION 5: There skall be added the following new section:

et

C.B.C. 16-26.10 Prosecution of Noise Offenses, Loud Parties

Police arriving at the scene of a party or
gathering from which loud sourds are emitted by
means of amplification devices or radios may cite

offenders criminally or civilly.



..ll_

" uUnder criminal prosecution, offenders shall be
referred to the Boston Housing Court for penalty
upon conviction of 850 for a first offense; $100
for a second offense; and $200 for each
subsequent offense committed within a 36-month

period.

Police may also prosecute the landlord or owner
of the unit where the violation occurred if said
landlord had failed to heed notices given two or
more times by enforcement officials. Property
owner prosecuted or. criminal charges for failure
to stoé.noise violations would, on conviction, be
fined $50 for the first offense; $100 for the
second offense; and $200 for the third gnd

subsequent refusal in a 36-month period.

Violators of noise ordinances may alternately be
cited for non-criminal disposition. Police or
enforcing officers will issue the offender a
ticket with a $50 fine to be paid within
twenty-one days of violation. Procedure for
issuance of non-criminal disposition shall be
parallel to that described in C.B.C. 16-26.7 for
devices on motor vehicles, excepting that
enforcement of noise offenses on residential

premises shall be in Boston Housing Court.
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Calendar Item # 4
IN CITY COUNCIL

--August 7,199~
September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED:.

ORDERED:

That the attached Municipal Ordinance entitled "SEIZURE OF
AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND PRODUCING EQUIPMENT WHEN
CAUSING NOISE VIOLATION" in the City of Boston be referred to the City
Solicitor for his review and draft the applicable amendments incorporating
provisions of this ordinance into Chapter 8.16 entitled "Noise Control" of the
Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge; and be it further

That upon completion of the draft it be returned to the Ordinance Committee for
its review and deliberation no later than September 10, 1991.

In City Council September 16, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; q“‘ﬁ“ L. W~h
ATTEST:- R .

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk



CITY OF BOSTON

IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
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AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRUDUCING EQUIPMENL
WHEN CAUSING NOISE VIOLATIONS

$PONSORED BY COUNCILLOR HENNIGAN CASEY

Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston, in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 13, and

anyotherappﬁcaMelaw,asfoHows:

1. SECTION 1: C.B.C. Ordinances 16-26 (UNREASONABLL NOISE)

2. is amended in 16-.6.6 (Distufbing the Prace) by inserting

3. after the phrase: "“between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and
4. 7:00 a.m." the fcllowing words:
5.
_~;6....'.‘A "and in excess of 70dBa at all other hours"
fj} 7
- 8. SECTION 2: -There shall be added after C.B.C.‘Ogd{nances
9. 16-26.6 the following new section:
0. |
11. 16-26.7 Seizure of "boom boxes" 1in motor vehicles
12.
13. Folice shall have authority in their discretion
14. to issue a cease and desist warning Dy giving a
15. person Or perscns operating allowed amplification
16. device ur similar equipment installed in a motor
17, vehicle to issue a ticket imposing a non-criminal
18. fine; cite the offender for criﬁinal prosecution;
4) 19. or seize and impound amplification devices
20. installed in motor vehicle, such as so-callead



)
)

"boom boxes," radio amplification.or similar
equipment Qhen it is used to create unreasonable
noise violating ordinance sections 16-26.1 and
16-26.6. This ordinance shall apply whether
violations eminate from a moving or parked

vehicle.

As alternative to decibal standards outlined in
16-26.6, police are authorized to cite violators

and seize noise-making amplification equipment

installed in a motor vehicle if the sound is

discernable at avdistance of 100 feet or more

from the source.

When a noise violation has occurred, ‘causing
disturbance of the peace to a neighborhood,
recreation, business area, church, synagogue,
temple, public transportation platforms or public
transportation venicles, police may prosecute in
a criminal complaint the owner of the
sound-making equipment and also the owner gy the
motor vehicle, if different. Upon conviction in
a district or Boston Municipal Court, the
violator(é) shall be subject to a $50 fine for
the first offense, $100 for the éecond offense,
and $200 for a third or subsequent offense

committed over a 36-month period.



As an alternative to instituting criminal

proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce

this ordinance who takes cognizance of a
violation thereof, may forthwith give to the
offender a written notice to appear before the
Clerk of the District or Municipal Court having
jurisdiction at any time during office hours, not
later than twenty-one days after the date of such
violation. Such notice shall be in triplicate
and shall contain the name and address of the
offender, the specific offense charged, and the
time and place for his or her required
appéarance. Such notice shall be signed by the
offender in acknowledgement that such notice has
been received. Refusal by the offender to sign
such acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring crinimal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.

Any person notified to éppear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
either personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by péstal note, money

order or check.



o

If any person so notified to appear before the

‘Clerk of Court falils to appear and/or pay the

fine provided hereunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these

ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein

_shall be printed in such form as may be

satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.

When determination is made to seize any
noise-producing equipment, police shall obtain
identity of owner or person operating the
equipment and give that person a receipt listing
and describing items seized. In the event
equipment used in violation of noise ordinances
is to be seized but cannot easily be removed from
the motor vehicle, police shall have authority to
impound the vehicle with all its contents, major
items of which shall be inventory in a list kept
by police, a copy of which to be.supplied to the

owner.



In the event the motor vehicle seized is owned by
a different person or business entity, police
shall send notice of seizure and receipt
identifying the vehicle confiscated and its

contents to said owner.

Equipment seized and impounded shall be kept in
custody until fines are paid or judicial process

involving the case has been completed.

In instances of repeat offenses or a flagrant
violation of the noise ordinances, police may
seek ééfmission in the Court for disposition or
destruction of the equipment.

police summoned to quell loud noises eminating
from a radio or amplification device on a motor
vehicle may, at discrection, issue a warning to
of fenders. A record of service of the warning
stating: names and addresses of persons warned;
date; time; motor vehicle registration; location
or description of the site shall be made by the
responding officer and shall be filed at his or
her Area station. The notice of warning service
shall be maintained by the Area Community

Relations Officer.



£y Refusal of an offencer to give his or her true
name and address when requested by a police
officer shall be grounds for taking the person
into custody until his or her identity has been

established.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports concerning the same address or same
individuals, the Community Relations Officer
shall be empowered to seek a criminal complaint

based on documents filed.

SECTION 3: There shall be added a new section as

follows:

C:Q.C. 16-26.8 Portable "Boom Boxes" on Streets
Police who witness individuals on a public way or
public area playing radios, amplification
devices, including instruments, portable "boom
boxes," so-called, or other sound-producing
articles so as tc exceed 50 decibals in the hours
between 11:00 p.n. to 7:00 a.m., and 70 decibals
at other times o:- be audible at a distance or 100
feet or more, may issue a warning, a non-criminal
;J) disposition and fine or arrest on criminal

ci,arges, and may also seize such articles.




If a warning is issued, police may require the
offender to identify himself or herself, giving
name and address. Refusal to give identity can
subject the individual to police custody until

identity is established.

As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any >fficer empowered toO enforce
this ordinance may cite through a non-criminal
disposition ticketing and fine process an
individual playirg any radio or sound

amplification device on the public ways to a

degree of loudness violating noise ordinance

standards described in this ordinance.

The ticket notice shall direct the offender to

appear before tre Clerk of the District or

Municipal Court having jurisdiction any time
during office hours, not later than 21 days after
the date of such violation. Such notice shall bé
in triplicate aad shall contain the name and
address of the offender specific offense charged,
and the time ard place for his or her required
appearance. Refusal of the offender to sign such
acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring criminal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.



& Any- person nocified to appear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense,charged,
whether personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made cnly by postal note, money

order or check.

If any person SO notified to appear before the
clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, or, having appeared
desirgs not to avail himself or herself of the
proced&gé provided for non-criminal disposition

of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,

notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
‘f “ procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.



| A
i

When circumstances warrant, in the opinion of the
enforcement officer, he or she may seize the
radio, portable "boom box" or other
sound-producing equipment toO be kept in custody
until fines are paid or judicial process
involving the case has been completed. The
officer ordering seizure shall give the owner oOr
user a receipt identifying the article or

articles taken and impounded.

SECTION 4: . There shall be added a new section as follows:

Lok e

. -Cc.B.C. 16-26.9 Warning Concerning Loud Parties on

Residential Premises

1

Police summoned to quell loud noise from a radio
or amplification device in a dwelling or lawn,
yard or sidewalk areas in a residential district
may, at discretion, 1issue a warning to offenders
in a verbal or written fashion. The landlcrd or
owner of the premises, if not among the

of fenders, shall also receive notice of the

offense.
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A record of service of the warning stating:

names and addresses of persons warned; name of
lzndlord or owner, if different; date; time;
address; apartment number if applicable; or
description of site if outdoors, shall be made by
the responding officer and shall be maintained by

the Area Police Community Relations Officer.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
ré@oiég COncerningvthe same address or same
indi§iéﬁgi}§), the Area Police Community
Reiaﬁiongfpfﬁicer shall be empowered to seek
crimiﬁ;iJéomplaint in Boston Housing Court based

t

on documenps compiled.

16-26.10 Prosecution of Noise Offenses, Loud Parties

Police arriving at the scene of a party or
gathering from which loud sounds are emitted by
means of amplification devices or radios may cite

offenders criminally or civilly.

e ez e e  ia,

e



_ll_

. Under criminal prosecution, offenders shall be

referred to the Boston Housing Court for penalty
upon conviction of $50 for a first offense; $100
for a second offense; and $200 for each
subsequent offense committed within a 36-month

period.

Police may also prosecute the landlord or owner
of the unit where the violation océurred if said
landlord had failed to heed notices given two Or
more‘times by enforcement officials. Property
owner prosecuted on criminal charges for failure
to stdé"noise violations would, on conviction, be
fined $50 for the first offense; $100 for the
secqnd offense; and $200 for the thirdtgnd

subsequent refusal in a 36-month period.

Violators of noise ordinances may alternately be
cited for non-criminal disposition. Police or
enforcing officers will issue the offender a
ticket with a $50 fine to be paid within
twenty-one days of violation. Procedure for
issuance of non-criminal disposition shall be
parallel to that described in C.B.C. 16-26.7 for
devices on motor vehicles, excepting that
enforcement of noise offenses on residential

premises shall be in Boston Housing Court.
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Calendar Item # 4
IN CITY COUNCIL

--August 75199t --
September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

That the attached Municipal Ordinance entitled "SEIZURE OF
AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND PRODUCING EQUIPMENT WHEN
CAUSING NOISE VIOLATION" in the City of Boston be referred to the City
Solicitor for his review and draft the applicable amendments incorporating
provisions of this ordinance into Chapter 8.16 entitled "Noise Control" of the
Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge; and be it further

That upon completion of the draft it be returned to the Ordinance Committee for
its review and deliberation no later than September 10, 1991.

In City Council September 16, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

e Cugh £ Gom o

ATTEST:-

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk



CITY OF BOSTON

jemowmesle=)|  IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
a:\,) CONDITAD. &
&, 1639,
ﬁc"’lhmsw‘"
AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRODUCING EQUIPMENY
WHEN CAUSING NOISE VIOLATIONS

SPONSORED BY COUNCILLOR HENNIGAN CASEY
Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston, in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 13, and
anyotherappncamelaw,aschows:
1. SECTION 1: C.B.C. Ordinarces 16-26 (UNREASONABLL NOISE)
2. is amended in 16-.6.6 (Dicturbing the Pcace) by inserting

3. after the phrase: “between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and

4, 7:00 a.m." the fcllowing words:

5.

6. wand in excess of 70dBa at all other hours"

7.

8. SECTION 2: There shall te added after C.B.C. Ordinances

9. 16-26.6 the following new section:

10.

11. 16-26.7 Seizure of "boom boxes" in motor vehicles
12,

13. Folice shall have authority in their discretion
14. to issue a cease and desist warning by giving a
15. person or perscns operating allowed amplification
16. device ur similar equipment installed in a moror
17. vehicle to issue a ticket imposing a non-criminal
18. fine; cite the offender for criminal prusecution;
19. or seize and impound amplification devices

20. installed in motor vehicle, such as so-call:d



"boom boxes," radio amplification.or similar
equipment when it is used to create unreascnable
noise violating ordinance sections 16-26.1 and
16-26.6. This ordinance shall apply whether
violations eminate from a moving or parked

vehicle.

As alternative to decibal standards outlined in
16-26.6, police are authorized to cite violators
and seize noise-making amplification equipment
installed in a motor vehicle if the sound is
discernable at a distance of 100 feet or more

from the source.

When a noise violation has occurred,'cauging
disturbance of the peace to a neighborhood,
recreation, business area, church, synagogue,
temple, public transportation platforms or public
transpertation venicles, police may prosecute in
a criminal complaint the owner of the
sound-making equipment and also the owner of the
motor vehicle, if different. Upon conviction in
a district or Boston Municipal Court, the
violator(é) shall be subject to a $50 fine for
the first offense, $100 for the second offense,
and $200 for a third or subsequent offense

committed over a 36-month period.



As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance who takes cognizance of a
violation thereof, may forthwith give to the
offender a written notice to appear before the
Clerk of the District or Municipal Court having
jurisdiction at any time during office hours, not
later than twenty-one days after the date of such
violation. Such notice shall be in triplicate
and shall contain the name and address of the
offender, the specific offense charged, and the
time aqd place for his or her required
appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
offender in acknowledgement that such notice has
been received. Refusal by the offender to sign
such ackncwledgement shall require the officer to
bring crinimal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.

Any person notified to éppear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
either personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by pbstal note, money

order or check.
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If any person so notified to appear before the
clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided heresunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.

Wwhen determination is made to seize any
noise-producing equipment, police shall obtain
identity of owner or person operating the
equipment and give that person a receipt listing
and describing items seized. In the event
equipment used in violation of noise ordinances
is to be seized but cannot easily be removed from
the motor vehicle, police shall have authority to
impound the vehicle with all its contents, major
items of which shall be inventory in a list kept
by police, a copy of which to be supplied to the

owner.



In the event the motor vehicle seized is owned by
a different person or business entity, police
shall send notice of seizure and receipt
identifying the vehicle confiscated and 1its

contents to said owner.

Equipment seized and impounded shall be kept in
custody until fines are paid or judicial process

involving the case has been completed.

In instances of repeat offenses or a flagrant
violation of the noise ordinances, police may
seek pérmission in the Court for disposition or
destruction of the equipment.

Police summoned to quell loud noises eminating
from a radio or amplification device on a motor
vehicle may, at discrection, issue a warning to
of fenders. A record of service of the warning
stating: names and addresses of persons warned;
date; time; motor vehicle registration; location
or description of the site shall be made by the
responding officer and shall be filed at his or
her Area station. The notice of warning service
shall be maintained by the Area Community

Relations Officer.



Refusal of an offender to give his or her true
name and address when requested by a police

officer shall be grounds for taking the person
into custody until his or her identity has been

established.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports concerning the same address or same
individuals, the Community Relations Officer
shall be empowered to seek a criminal complaint

based on documents filed.

SECTION 3: There shall be added a new section as

follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.8 Portable "Boom Boxes" on Streets

Police who witness individuals on a public way or
public area playing radios, amplification
devices, including instruments, portable "boom
boxes," so-called, or other sound-producing
articles so as to exceed 50 decibals in the hours
between 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and 70 decibals
at other times or be audible at a distance or 100
feet or more, may issue a warning, a non-criminal
disposition and fine or arrest on criminal

ci.arges, and may also seize such articles.



If a warning is issued, police may require the
offender to identify himself or herself, giving
name and address. Refusal to give identity can
subject the individual to police custody until

identity is established.

As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance may cite through a non-criminal
disposition ticketing and fine process an
individual playing any radio or sound
amplification device on the public ways to a
degree of loudness violating noise ordinance
standards described in this ordinance.

The ticket notice shall direct the offender to
appear before the Clerk cof the District or
Municipal Court having jurisdiction any time
during office hours, not later than 21 days after
the date of such violation. Such notice shall be
ii triplicate and shall contain the name and
address of the offender specific offense charged,
and the time and place for his or her required
appearance. Refusal of the offender to sign such
acknowledgement shall reqguire the officer to
bring criminal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.



Any person nocified to appear before the Clerk of
court may do so and confess the offense charged,
whether personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing tc such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.

If any person so notified to appear before the
Clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, Orf, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk chall, as socn as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.



wWhen circumstances warrant, in the opinion of the
enforcement officer, he or she may seize the
radio, portable "boom box" or other
sound-producing equipment to be kept in custody
until fines are paid or judicial process
involving the case has been completed. The
officer ordering seizure shall give the owner O
user a receipt identifying the article or

articles taken and impounded.
SECTION 4: There shall be added a new section as follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.9 Qérning Concerning Loud Parties on
Residential Premises
Police summoned to quell loud noise from a radio
or amplification device 1in a dwelling or lawn,
yard or sidewalk areas in a residential district
may, at discretion, issue a warning to offenders
in a verbal or written fashion. The landlord or
owner of the premises, if not among the
of fenders, shall also receive notice of the

offense.
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A record of service of the warning stating:

names and addresses of persons warned; name of
lzndlord or owner, if different; date; time;
address; apartment number if applicable; or
description of site if outdoors, shall be made by
the responding officer and shall be maintained by

the Area Police Community Relations Officer.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports concerning the same address or same
indiviéuél(s), the Area Police Community
Relations-Officer shall be empowered to seek
criminal complaint in Boston Housing Court based

on documents compiled.

There shall be added the following new secticn:

C.B.C. 16-26.10 Prosecution of Noise Offenses, Loud Parties

Police arriving at the scene of a party or
gathering from which loud sounds are emitted by
means of amplification devices or radios may cite

offenders criminally or civilly.
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. Under criminal prosecution, offenders shall be
referred to the Boston Housing Court for penalty
upon conviction of $50 for a first offense; $100
for a second offense; and $200 for each
subsequent offense committed within a 36-month

period.

Police may also prosecute the landlord or owner
of the unit where the violation occurred if said
landlord had failed to heed notices given two or
more times by enforcement officials. Property
owner prosecuted on criminal charges for failure
to stoé.noise violations would, on conviction, be
fined $50 for the f-rst offense; $100 for the
second offense; and $200 for the third gnd

subsequent refusal -n a 36-month period.

Violators of noise ordinances may alternately be
cited for non-criminal disposition. Police or
enforcing officers will issue the offender a
ticket with a $50 fine to be paid within
twenty-one days of violation. Procedure for
issuance of non-criminal disposition shall be
parallel to that described in C.B.C. 16-26.7 for
devices on motor vehicles, excepting that
enforcement of nois= offenses on residential

premises shall be ia Boston Housing Court.
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Calendar Item # 4
IN CITY COUNCIL

--August 75199t --
September 16, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED: That the attached Municipal Ordinance entitled "SEIZURE OF
AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND PRODUCING EQUIPMENT WHEN
CAUSING NOISE VIOLATION" in the City of Boston be referred to the City
Solicitor for his review and draft the applicable amendments incorporating
provisions of this ordinance into Chapter 8.16 entitled "Noise Control" of the
Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge; and be it further

ORDERED: That upon completion of the draft it be returned to the Ordinance Committee for
its review and deliberation no later than September 10, 1991.

In City Council September 16, 1991.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; Ci;‘ﬁ‘méﬁ T, i;w;&a fm

ATTEST:- . v

Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk
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CITY OF BOSTON

IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND

AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRODUCING EQUIPMENY
WHEN CAUSING NOISE VIOLATIONS

SPONSORED BY COUNCILLOR HENNIGAN CASEY
Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 13, and
any other applicable law, as follows:
1. SECTION 1l: C.B.C. Ordinances 16-26 (UNREASONABLL NOISE)
2. is amended in 16-.6.6 (Disturbing the Peace) by inserting

3. after the phrase: “between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and

4. 7:00 a.m." the fcllowing words:

: f'and ih"”excess of 70dBa at all other hours"

> o
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8. SECTION 2: There shall be added after c.B.C. _Ordilnances

9. 16-26.6 the following new section:

10.

B 16-26.7 Seizure of "boom boxes" in motor vehicles
12.

13. Folice shall have authority in thelr discretion
14. to issue a cease and desist warning by giving a
15. person or perscns operating allcwed amplification
16, device ur similar equipment installed in a moror
17. vehicle to issue a ticket imposing a non-criminal
18. fine; cite the cffender for criﬁinal prusecution;
18. or seize and impound amplification devices

20. installed in motor vehicle, sucn as so-call.d.

T e



"boom boxes," radio amplification.or similar
equipment when it is used to create unreasonable
noise violating ordinance sections 16-26.1 and
16-26.6. This ordinance shall apply whether
violations eminate from a moving or parked

vehicle.

As alternative to decibal standards outlined in
16-26.6, police are authorized to cite violators
and seize noise-making amplification equipment
installed in a motor vehicle if the sound is
discernable at a distance of 100 feet or more

from the source.

When a noise violation has occurred, ‘causing
disturbance of the peace to a neighborhood,
recreation, business area, church, synagogue,
temple, public transportation platforms or public
transportation venicles, police may prosecute in
a criminal complaint the owner of the
sound-making equipment and also the owner of the
motor vehicle, if different. Upon conviction in
a district or Boston Municipal Court, the
violator(é) shall be subject to a $50 fine for
the first offense, $100 for the éecond offense,
and $200 for a third or subsequent offense

committed over a 36-month period.



As an alternative to instituting criminal

proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce

this ordinance who takes cognizance of a
violation thereof, may forthwith give to the
offender a written notice to appear before the
Clerk of the District or Municipal Court having
jurisdiction at anv time during office hours, not
later than twenty-one days after the date of such
violation. Such notice shall be in triplicate
and shall contain :he name and address of the
offender, the specific offense charged, and the
time and place for his or her required
appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
offender in acknowledgement that such notice has
been received. Refusal by the of fender to sign
such acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring crinimal prcsecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.

Any person notified to éppear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
either personally or through an agent duly
authorized in wri:zing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the nb>tice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by péstal note, money

order or check.
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If any person so notified to appear before the

clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the

fine provided hereunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these

ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein

shall be printed in such form as may be

satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.

When determination is made to seize any -
noise-producing equipment, police shall obtain
identity of owner or person operating the
equipment and give that person a receipt listing
and describing items seized. In the event
equipment used in violation of noise ordinances
is to be seized but cannot easily be removed from
the motor vehicle, police shall have authority to
impound the vehicle with all its contents, major
items of which shall be inventory in a list kept
by police, a copy of which to be>supplied e aEE

owner.



In the event the motor vehicle seized is owned by
a different person or business entity, police
shall send notice of seizure and receipt
identifying the vehicle confiscated and its

contents to said owner.

Equipment seized and impounded shall be kept in
custody until fines are paid or judicial process

involving the case has been coumpleted.

In instances of repeat offenses or a flagrant
violation of the noise ordinances, police may
seek éérmission in the Court for disposition or
destruction of the equipment.

Police summoned to quell loud noises eminating
from a radio or amplification device on a motor .
vehicle may, at discrection, issue a warning to
offenders.‘ A record of service of the warning
stating: names and addresses of persons warned;
date; time; motor vehicle registration; location
or description of the site shall be made by the
responding officer and shall be filed at his oOr
her Area station. The notice of warning service
shall be maintained by the Area Community

Relations Officer.
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rRefusal of an offender to give his or her true

name and address when requested by a police

of ficer shall be grounds for taking the person

into custody until his or her identity has been

established.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports'concerning the same address or same
individuals, the Community Relations Officer
shall be empowered to seek a criminal complaint

based on documents filed.

SECTION 3: There shall be ‘added a new section as

follows:

C;B.C. 16-26.8 Portable "Boom Boxes" on Streets

Police who witness individuals on a public way or
public area playing radios, amplification
devices, including instruments, portable "boom
boxes," so-called, or other sound-producing
articles so as to exceed 50 decibals in the hours
between 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and 70 decibals
at other times or be audible at a distance or 100
feet or more, may issue a warning, @ non-criminal
disposition and fine or arrest on criminal

ci,arges, and may also seize such articles.



If a warning is issued, police may require the
offender to identify himself or herself, giving
name and address. Refusal to give identity can
subject the individual to police custody until

identity is established.

As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance may cite through a non-criminal
disposition ticketing and fine process an
individual playing any radio or sound

amplification device on the public ways to a

degree of loudness violating noise ordinance

standards described in this ordinance.

The ticket notice shall direct the offender to

appear before the Clerk of the District or

Municipal Court having jurisdiction any time
during office hours, not later than 21 days after
the date of such violation. Such notice shall be
in triplicate and shall contain the name and
address of the offender specific offense charged,
and the time and place for his or her required
appearance. Refusal of the offender to sign such
acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring criminal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.
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Any. person nocified to appear before the Clerk of
court may do so and confess the offense.charged,
whether personally oOr through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.

If any person soO notified to appear before the
Clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
proced&fe provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.
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When circumstances warrant, in the opinion of the
enforcement officer, he or she may seize the
radio, portable "boom box" or other
sound-producing equ-pment to be kept in custody
until fines are paid or judicial process
involving the case has been completed. The
officer ordering seizure shall give the owner OT
user a receipt idenzifying the article or

a:ticles taken and impounded.
SECTION 4: There shall be added a new section as follows:

:‘C.B.C. 16—26.9:&érning Concerning Loud Parties on
Residential Premises

police summoned to quell loud noise from a radio
or amplification device in a dwelling or lawn,
yard or sidewalx areas in a residential district
may, at discretion, issue a warning to of fenders
in a verbal or written fashion. The landlord or
owner of the premises, 1f not among the
offenders, shall also receive notice of the

offense.



} A record of service of the warning stating:
names and addresses of persons warned; name of
lzndlord or owner, if different; date; time;
address; apartment number if applicable; or
description of site if outdoors, shall be made by
the responding cfficer and shall be maintained by

the Area Police Community Relations Officer.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,

reports concerning the same address or same

indiVidual(s), the Area Police Community

Relations-Officer shall be empowered to seek

criminal complaint in Boston Housing Court based

on documents compiled.

C.B.C. 16-26.10 Prosecution of Noise Offenses, Loud Parties

Police arriving at the scene of a party or
gathering from which loud sounds are emitted by
means of amplification devices or radios may cite

offenders criminally or civilly.

‘\-—.\ -
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. Under criminal prosecution, of fenders shall be

referred to the Boston Housing Court for penalty

upon conviction of $50 for a first offense; $100
for a second offense; and $200 for each
subsequent offense committed within a 36-month

period.

Police may also prosecute the landlord or owner
of the unit where the violation océurred if said
landlord had failed to heed notices given two or
more times by enfcrcement officials. Property
owner prosecuted on criminal charges for failure
to stoé”noise vio_ations would, on conviction, be
fined $50 for the first offense; $100 for the
secqnd of fense; aad $200 for the thirdvgnd

subsequent refusal in a 36-month period.

Violators of noise ordinances may alternately be
cited for non-criminal disposition. Police or
enforcing officers will issue the offender a
ticket with a $50 fine to be paid within
twenty-one days of violation. Procedure for
issuance of non-zriminal disposition shall be
parallel to that described in C.B.C. 16-26.7 for
devices §n motor vehicles, excepting that
enforcement of roise offenses on residential

premises shall be in Boston Housing Court.
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IN CITY COUNCIL

August 7, 1991

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

That the attached Municipal Ordinance entitled "SEIZURE OF
AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND PRODUCING EQUIPMENT WHEN
CAUSING NOISE VIOLATION'"in the City of Boston be referred to the City
Solicitor for his review and draft the applicable amendments incorporating
provisions of this ordinance into Chapter 8.16entitled "Noise Control " of the
Municipal Code of the City of Cambridge; and be it further

That upon completion of the draft it be returned to the Ordinance Committee
for its review and deliberation ro later than September 10, 1991.

CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR MYERS



CITY OF BOSTON

IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND
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AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRUODUCING EQUIPMENY
WHEN CAUSING NOISE VIOLATIONS

SPONSORED BY COUNCILLOR HENNIGAN CASEY
Be it ordained by the City Council of Boston, in accordance with the
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 43B, Section 13, and
any(ﬂherappﬁcameIaw;asfouows:
1. SECTION l: C.B.C. Ordinarces 16-26 (UNREASONALLL NOISE)
2. is amended in 16-.6.6 (Disturbing the Prace) by inserting

3. after the phrase: “between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and

4, 7:00 a.m." the foullowing words:

5.

6. "and in excess of 70dBa at all other hours"

i

8 SECTION 2: There shall te added after C.B.C. Ordinances

9, 16-26.6 the following new section:

10.

11, 16-26.7 Seizure of "boom boxes" in motor vehicles
12,

13. Folice shall have authority in their discretion
14. to issue a cease and desist warning by giving a
15. person or perscns operating allowed amplification
16. device ur similar equipment installed in a motor
L7, vehicle to issue a ticket imposing a non-criminal
18. fine; cite the offender for criminal prusecutior;
19. or seize and inpound amplification devices

20. installed in motor vehicle, such as so-callzd



"soom boxes," radio amplification.or similar
equipment when it is used to create unreasonable
noise violating ordinance sections 16-26.1 and
15-26.6. This ordinance shall apply whether
violations eminate from a moving or parked

vehicle.

As alternative to decibal standards outlined in
16-26.6, police are authorized to cite violators
and seize noise-making amplification eguipment
installed in 3 motor vehicle if the sound is
discernable at a distance of 100 feet or more

from the source.

Wr.en a noise viclation has occurred,'cauging
disturbance of the peace to a neighborhood,
recreation, business area, church, synagogue,
temple, publi: transportation platforms or public
transportation vehicles, police may prosecute in
a criminal complaint the owner of the
scund-making =2quipment and also the owner of the
mctor vehicle, if different. Upon conviction in
a district or Boston Municipal Court, the
violator(é) saall be subject to a $50 fine for
the first offense, $100 for the Second offense,
ard $200 for a third or subsequent offense

ccmmitted ove:r a 36-month period.



As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance who takes cognizance of a
violation thereof, may forthwith give to the
offender a written notice to appear before the
Clerk of the District or Municipal Court having
jurisdiction at any time during office hours, not
later than twenty-one days after the date of such
violation. Such notice shall be in triplicate
and shall contain tke name and address of the
offender, the specific offense charged, and the
time apd place for hLis or her required
appearance. Such notice shall be signed by the
offender in acknowledgement that such notice has
been received. Refusal by the offender to sign
such acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring crinimal prosecution for violation of the

noise ordinance.

Any person notified to éppear before the Clerk of
Court may do so and confess the offense charged,
either personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writiag, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.



If any person so notified to appear bzfore the
Clerk of Court fails to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, or, having aopeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
prccedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear prcvided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of tre Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.

When determination is made to seize &ny
noise-producing equipment, police shall obtain
identity of owner or person operating the
equipment and give that person a receipt listing
and describing items seized. In the event
equipment used in violation of noise ordinances
is to be seized but cannot easily be removed from
the motor vehicle, police shall have authority to
impound the vehicle with all its contents, major
items of which shall be inventory in a list kept
by police, a copy of which to be supplied to the

owner.



In the event the motor vehicle seized is owned by
a different person or business entity, police
shall send notice of seizure and receipt
identifying the vehicle confiscated and its

contents to said owner.

Equipment seized and impounded shall be kept in
custody until fines are paid or judicial process

involving the case has been cumpleted.

In instances of repeat offenses or a flagrant
violaticn of the noise ordinances, poclice may
seek pérmission in the Court for disposition or
destruction of the equipment.

Police summoned to quell loud noises eminating
from a radio or amplification device on a motor
vehicle may, at discrection, issue a warning to
of fenders. A record of service of the warning
stating: names and addresses of persons warned;
date; time; motor vehicle registration; location
or description of the site shall be made by the
responding officer and shall be filed at his or
her Area station. The notice of warning service
shall be maintained by the Area Community

Relations Officer.

-



Refusal of an offender to give his or her true
name and address when requested by a police
officer shall be grounds for taking the person
into custody until his or her identity has been

established.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
reports concerning the same address or same
individuals, the Community Relations Officer
shall be empowered to seek a criminal complaint

based on documents filed.

SECTION 3: There shall be added a new section as

follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.8 Portable "Boom Boxes" on Streets

Police who witness individuals on a public way or
public area playinj radios, amplification
devices, including instruments, portable "boom
boxes," so-called, or other sound-producing
articles so as to 2xceed 50 decibals in the hours
between 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and 70 decibals
at other times or se audible at a distance or 100
feet or more, may issue a warning, a non-criminal
disposition and fine or arrest on criminal

ci.arges, and may also seize such articles.



If a warning is issued, police may require the
offender to identify himself or herself, giving
name and address. Refusal to give identity can
subject the individual to police custody until

identity is established.

As an alternative to instituting criminal
proceedings, any officer empowered to enforce
this ordinance may cite through a non-criminal
disposition ticketing and fine process an
individual playing any radio or sound
amplification device on the public ways to &
degree of loudness violating noise ordinance

standards described in this crdinance.

The ticket notice shall direct the offender to
appear before the Clerk of the District or
Municipal Court naving jurisdiction any time
during office hours, not later than 21 days after
the date of such violation. Such notice shall be
in triplicate and shall contain the name and
address of the offender specific offense charged,
and the time and place for his or her requir-ed
appearance. Refusal of the of fender to sign such
acknowledgement shall require the officer to
bring criminal prosecution for violation cf the

noise ordinance.



Any person notified to appear before the Clerk of
court may do so and ccnfess the offense charged,
whether personally or through an agent duly
authorized in writing, or by mailing to such
Clerk, with the notice, the sum of $50. Such
payment shall be made only by postal note, money

order or check.

I1f any person soO notified to appear before the
Clerk of Court falils to appear and/or pay the
fine provided hereunder, or, having appeared
desires not to avail himself or herself of the
procedure provided for non-criminal disposition
of the case, the Clerk shall, as soon as may be,
notify the enforcement officer concerned, who
shall forthwith make a complaint and follow the
procedure established for violation of these
ordinances. The notice to appear provided herein
shall be printed in such form as may be
satisfactory to the Chief Judge of the Boston

Municipal and the District Courts.



Wwhen circumstances warrant, in the opinion of the
enforcement officer, he or she may seize the
radio, portable "boom box" or other
sound-producing equipm2nt to be kept in custody
until fines are paid or judicial process
involving the case has been completed. The

of ficer ordering seizure shall give the owner Or
user a receipt identifying the article or

articles taken and impounded.
SECTION 4: There shall be add=d a new section as follows:

C.B.C. 16-26.9 Warning Concerning Loud Parties on

Residential Premises

Police summoned to quell loud noise from a radio
or amplification device in a dwelling or lawn,
yard or sidewalk areas in a residential district
may, at discretion, issue a warning to offenders
in a verbal or written fashion. The landlord or
owner of the premises, if not among the

of fenders, shall also receive notice of the

offense.
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A record of service of the warning stating:

names and addresses of persons warned; name of
lzndlord or owner, if different; date; time;
address; apartment number if applicable; or
description of site if outdoors, shall be made by
the responding officer and shall be maintained by

the Area Police Community Relations Officer.

In the event of subsequent noise violations,
repcrts concerning the same address or same
individual(s), the Area Police Community

Relations-Officer shall be empowered to seek

criminal complaint in Boston Housing Court based

on documents compiled.

= T SECTION 5: There skall be added the following new section:
C.B.C. 16-26.10 Prosecution of Noise Offenses, Loud Parties

Police arriving at the scene of a party or
gathering from which loud sourds are emitted by
means of amplification devices or radios may cite

offenders criminally or civilly.



_ll_

- Under criminal prosecution, offenders shall be
referred to the Bostcn Housing Court for penalty
upon conviction of $E0 for a first offense; $100
for a second offense; and $200 for each
subsequent offense committed within a 36-month

period.

Police may also prosecute the landlord or owner
of the unit where the violation occurred if said
landlord had failed to heed notices given two or
mcre times by enforcement officials. Property
owner prosecuted on criminal charges for failure
to stoé noise viola-ions would, on conviction, be
fined $50 for the first offense; $100 for the
second offense; and $200 for the third gnd

subsequent refusal in a 36-month period.

Violators of noise ordinances may alternately be
cited for non-criminal disposition. Police or
enforcing officers will issue the offender a
ticket with a $50 fine to be paid within
twenty-one days of violation. Procedure for
issuance of non-criminal disposition shall be
parallel to that aescribed in C.B.C. 16-26.7 for
devices on motor vehicles, excepting that
enforcement of noise offenses on residential

premises shall be in Boston Housing Court.
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CITY OF BOSTON

IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND

3, CONDITAD. o
«'75’ 1830. ?.5?'
Onine pOX

AN ORDINANCE
SEIZURE OF AMPLIFICATION OR SOUND-PRODUCING EQUIPMENY!
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