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and
EXTENSION OF BIJDGET DEACLINE IN CITIES
Chapter 9 of the Ac:s of 1985

This IGR informs local officials of two amencments to the Gerersl Laws -
regarding the municipal calendar. An amendment te G.L. Ch. 29, S.9 allows
Selectmen to delay the Annual Town Meeting. An amendment to Ch. 44 S,32
extends the time period for the Mayor to submit the budget.
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Town Meetings Finance Committees

City Council Presidents

The Division of Local Services is responsible for oversight of and assista 1ce to cities and towns in achieving equitable property texation and efficient fiscal managemenr.

The Division regularly publishes IGRs (Informational Guideline Releases -detailing legal and administrative procedures) ard zhe BULLETIN (announcements and useful
information) for local officials and others interested in municipal finance.
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DELAY OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AND
EXTENSION OF TIME FOR BUDGET SUMISSION IN CITIES

Chapter 9 of the Acts of 1985
(Amending G.L. Ch. 39 §. 9 and Ch. 44 s. 32)

Town Meeting

SUMMARY 1:

Section 9 of Chapter 39 setting out the time for holding town meetings
has been amended by Section 1 of the Act which authorizes the board of

selectmen to delay the annual town meeting.

DISCUSSION:

Annual town meetings must be held in February, March, April or May
unless a special law or charter establishes a different time. This
amendment allows the selectmen to delay the meeting regardless of any

law, by-law or charter provision to the contrary.

GUIDELINE:

ay be delayed by vote of the selectmen but

all business must be completed on or before June 30th. That portion
of the annual town meeting providing for the election or certification

of officers and ballot questions may not be delayed.

The annual town meeting m

Example: The town charter states that the election of officers
and voting on ballot questions will be conducted at the start
i the second Monday in March.

of the annual town meeting on

Under this provision, the business portion of the annual town
meeting can be delayed by vote of the selectmen provided all
business is completed by June 30th. The election, however,
must still be held on the second Monday in March.

SUMMARY 2: City Budget

oviding for the organization of city

Section 32 of Chapter 44 pr
£ the annual budget has been amended by

government and submission o

Barry M. Grossman, Chief
PROPERTY TAX BUREAU Lucille F. Bayes, Asst. Chief (617)727-4231
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Section 2 of the Act. The amendment extends the time period for
the mayor to submit the budget from 90 days to 120 days and
allows =he city council 30 days to prepare the budget on its own
initiative if the mayor does not act within the 120 day period.

GUIDELIRNE:

The mayor now has 120 days after the organization of city govern-
ment to submit the budget to the city council. If no budget is
submitt2d within this period, the city council may prepare and
enact its own budget.
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Comm. from the Mass. Dept. of Revenue, trans-
mitting for informational purposes guidelines
dated May, 1986 Re: Delay of annual town
meeting & Extension of Budget deadline in
Cities, Chapter 9 of the Acts of 1985.

In City Council,

June 9, 1986






