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IN CITY COUNCIL

October 20, 1997

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

ViCE MAYOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
COUNCILLOR DUEHAY
COUNCILLOR GALLUCCIO
COUNCILLOR REEVES

MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to address the concerns in the
attached communication from Martin J. Vieira regarding the situation in Inman
Square.

In City Council October 20, 1997.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

. A Q
ATTEST:- © J Mﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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To Cambridge City Council,

1 would like to document my some of my issues and frustrations in living in Inman Square.They
are: .

Parking

Noise

Increase in crime

Lower quality of life

More business/restaurants and less housing

Cambridge Chronicle doesn’t respond to residents,

City of Cambridge doesn’t respond to residents and when they do thcy increase the problems

- Let me start by saying I resent certain people/groups expressing their personal beliefs while

professing to represent the community when in fact no one in the community has heard from or
spoken to these people. These groups have the ear of the local paper and certain City Agencies.
1 am talking about Noelle Johnson and her group. She was quoted as supporting the move of the
S&S into the Shamrock Cafe. While we preferred the S&S move she didn’t even ask the
community what we wanted . If she had she would have realized that there were other options. In
fact the S&S is going to follow one of those options. They are going to move the Flower Pot
over to the Shamrock and expand Ryles. Did Noelle know that the original option was to move
the Flower Pot over to empty space on Cambridge Street next to the S&S and expand Ryles and
move into the Shamrock? As I told the License Commission, the Shamrock never had 85 people
(Shamrock has a seating capacity of 85) in a week the S&S could 85 in a day. Where did Noelle
think all these new patrons were going to park? Maybe she would like them in front of her
house? We didn’t think and the S&S agreed that they should move into the Shamrock. In
addition, there is a possibility of the S&S making an apartment, maybe two, over the Shamrock.

Now shouldn’t these so called community groups and the City support something like this.

Let me also mentioned that going to the Licensing Commission meeting wasn’t a picnic either.
Before any resident spoke the commission members were tripping over themselves in
complimenting the S&S over their buffalo wings and how much they loved the S&S. It seemed
that we were screwed even before we spoke. The head of the commission even had lunch with
the owners to review their plans. Would he like to have lunch with us sometime and we will tell
him what we think of the commission’s behavior and any plans that may come before it.

Let me also express my dissatisfaction in the reporting of the Cambridge Chronicle. After the
July License Commission meeting I spoke with Ken Mcguixe of the Chronicle and told him what
went on. He listened to what I had to say and then asked me if anyone could back up my story. I
told him to talk to anyone on the street and to check the police records of calls we had made.
However, now that I think of it, did he ask Noelle to verify her facts when she was quoted? How
does the Chronicle get off claiming they are a community newspaper when they only talk to
certain people in the community. I know [ am not the only person saying this . After a recent
conversation with Mr. Pitkin at the Hampshire Street recycling center he felt the same way. He
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went so far as to say that Cambridge needed another newspaper. I couldn’t agree more. The two
Cambridge newspapers, Chronicle and Tab, are both owned by Fidelity. They parrot each other
without doing any in depth research. What kind of reporting are we getting. Let me further back
this up with another incident. The Chronicle and Tab reported that there was.an incident at Paine
Park recemtly where a Cambridge Dare police Officer claimed that she was attacked.by someone
from the community. She pressed charges against this Amory Street youth. In addition there was
a letter form someone from the Paine Park association claiming that everyone had a good time
and nothing happened. What the stories left out and what should have been reported was the fact
that this Cambridge Police officer’s teenage daughter brought her Boston boyftiend to the park.
This boyfriend twice threatened and once pulled a knife on Amory Street youths. The first time
was on the basketball court when he threatened that he wanted to stab some Cambridge girls.
When he was confronted by some Amory Street youths the police officer jumped in. She twisted
the story to say that it was the Amory Street youths that made the threats. Later in the day the
Boston youth did pull a knife and was going to stab an Amory Street girl when her brother
stepped in to protect ber. He passed the knife to his girlfriend. Numerous residents then saw her
run to her mother’s car which was parked at the end of St.. Marys road. The police searched the
car but could not find the knife. The police then arrested the Boston youth. For the second time
the Cambridge Dare Police officer tried to get people to say it was the Amory Street youth that

 started the fight and pulled the knife. When the people wouldn’t agree with her she left. You
might want to talk to LT. Mike Walsh of Internal Affairs about this.

In case you are wondering, the status of the case is as follows. Some other Cambridge Police
went to court to testify for the Amory Street youth, He was found innocent. I want to know what
the Cambridge Police and the City Council is going to do about this . I just read that 2 women
was denied becoming a Cambridge Police officer because she lied about something many years
ago. The logic being was that you couldn’t trust someone who lied. What are you going to do
about this Dare officer who lied?

In case anyone cares here are a few examples of issues that should be addressed in Inman Square.

¢ Traffic congestion.

* Traffic Light synchronization

* Parking problems - Weekends mormings are actually worse due to brunches.

* Increase in Crime. The murder of the shopkeeper, more muggings, stolen cars and drugs.

* Mail delivery stinks. We don’t get mail one every two weeks and lately it has been one
day every week. .

* Cable reception is getting worse. We call and Continental says they know it is happening
to a lot of people in the neighborhood but, they don’t know what the problem is.

* A lot of time was spent at a recent City Council meeting regarding tree plantings in
Central Square. I think someone should look at the trees in Inman Sq. and along Prospect -
Street heading towards Central Sq. I am tired on ducking undex low branches and seeing
the weeds growing better than the trees. Some of the trees are too close together and are
blocking the street lights. This can add to an increase in crime. In addition, who picked
out the trees that were planted. To the residents they have been affectionately called the’ '
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Marijuana trees. Take a look at them and you will sce what we mean. Are these tress
being planted all over Cambridge or are they just reserved for us? Would other parts of
Cambridge be treated like this? :

e Qver 50 apartments were lost in Inman Sq. Only 6 have been recovered with the recent
remodeling of a house on Prospect St.. between Hampshire and Cambridge. ,

s No master plan for Inman Square. All we get are the boondoggles regarding federal funds
for facade improvements for business and store owners in Inman Sq. These groups only
want to talk about one issue they don’t what to discuss all the issues.

«  With all the recent discussions regarding Electric and Radio waves causing cancer I
would like a study done on the substation located on Prospect Strzet near Hampshire.
There have a been 6 or 7 deaths over the past two years of people living near the
substation. I want to know if the substation had anything to do with those deaths? In
addition, I want to know what the safety plan is for that substation considering the recent -
explosion in Kendall Square and more importantly what happens to that substation with
all of the plans for deregulation going on.

When a person or group claims they are speaking for the community they take on a lot of

~ responsibility. Just because people don’t speak up doesn’t mean they don’t care. Some of us
assume you know what you are doing and will do the right thing. Or we don’t have the time or
energy to attend all of the meetings. Or the one meeting we miss is when all the decisions are
made. We also assume you would talk to people in the community.

This is a letter that I was going to send to the Cambridge Electric Company. Mr. Samperelli
wanted me to send a letter. However, In the past I was afraid to put my name on paper because I
have been verbally and physically threatened when speaking out regarding this parking lot at the
corner of Amory and Hampshire Streets.

Thank You,
Martin J. Vieitd
154 Amory Street

Cambridge, Mass. 02139
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William Samperelli, .+

Once again I am asking that something be done to address the issues regarding the
parking lot at the corner of Amory Strect and Hampshire Street. I have offered to buy the
property but, have been denied because in theory the Electric Company says they may need
access to ran underground lines in the future. When asked to relocate the parking ot to another
site I was told EPA regulations did not make this feasible. However, stronger measurcs arc
needed to insure that the residents do not suffer from the decision to lease the property to the
Inman Square Businessman’s Assaciation, Over the years the following has bappened:

. Drug dealing on the property
. . * Public intoxication
¢ Public urination
* Public fornication
* Fighting
* Tllegal parking
» Damage to private property
* Increase in Noise (especially with 2AM closing time and more recently Keno and pool
tables ‘ -
» LOWER propetty values

Brief History:

My father bought that property in 1948. There use to be a diner on the comer. When the diner
closed the Electrdc Co. decided to build a parking lot over the objections of the residents (The
New Words bookstore was residential back then). We even had a meeting with George Teso in
his City of Cambridge office about this. They built this lot in one day (Saturday) so that we could

not have any time to stop them. Ever since then we have had nothing but problems as listed
above.

Without going in to all details let me address a few of the issues. I would like to explain the
Tllegal Parking, Damage to Private Property and the Lower Property Values issues. If anyone

cares to hear the whole story just call me sometime. I would be glad to sit with anyone for an
hour or more and explain all the details.

Illegal parking:

There is a right of way next to the house which has allowed us to get to the back of the property
for the last 49 years. We have had this right of way blocked by patrons of the local drinking
establishments and owners and friends of these drinking establishments. Their arrogance in this
matter is very frustrating. |
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Damage to Private Property;

The side of my house has been damaged by cars backing into it. When confronted the President
of Inman Square Businessmen Association told me it wasn't any of their members cars and.
therefore would not pay for any damages to my house. However, a few years ago a drunk driver
parked illegally plowed into the foundation of the New Words Bookstore. The foundation was
repaired and wood railroad type logs placed in front of the foundation. Also, these logs were
placed in front of my house.

Lower Property Values:

About a year ago I tried to refinance my mortgage. | was denied because the appraised value was
lower. The appraiser claims it was because of the parking lot next to my house. I am losing -

" . approximately $100.00 a month. If T owned the parking lot the value of my property would be

18-18-97 16:41

higher. However, as I said earliex all my attempts to purchase the property were denied.

In summary, I have had to live and raise a family in conditions that nio-one should or would

“tolerate. I have contacted various city officials and association groups to no avail. I have been

verbally and physically assaulted and was hesitant to put my feelings in writing until now. Even
now I believe I will have to move. Everyone will claim thiey did what they could but, the
problems still exists! As a matter of fact on Sunday (8/10) my wife and I were putting our
children to bed when we saw two women stripped naked making out in the back seat of a Jeep or
Blazer parked in the parking lot. This was no more than five feet from my house and ten feet
from our daughters window. It was all I could do to get my daughters not to look out the
window. My wife then went outside to sit on the steps and some of the local teenagers (boys &

girls) came out and now they became witnesses to this also. As you can see there is a diversity of
perversion.

1 just read when the EPA regulations regarding parking in the City might be relaxed. Let me be
the first to request the parking lot at the corner of Amory and Hampshire be moved to the other
side of the New Words Bookstore. When I requested this be done in the past I was told that under

the old EPA regulations those parking slots would go into a pool to be used anywhere in the city
and could not just be moved over.

Thanok You,

il Yiricon
Martin J. Vieira

154 Amory Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02139

RECEIVED FROM:617 491 RIR1A
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To Cambridge City Council,

1 would like to document my some of my issues and frustrations in living in Inman Square.They
are:

Parking

Noise

Increase in crime

Lower quality of life

More business/restaurants and less housing

Cambridge Chronicle doesn’t respond to residents, .

City of Cambridge doesn’t respond to residents and when they do they increase the problems

- Let me start by saying I resent certain people/groups expressing their personal beliefs while

professing to represent the community when in fact no one in the community has heard from or
spoken to these people. These groups have the ear of the local paper and certain City Agencies.
1 am talking about Noelle Johnson and her group. She was quoted as supporting the move of the
S&S into the Shamrock Cafe. While we preferred the S&8 move she didn’t even ask the
community what we wanted . If she had she would have realized that there were other options. In
fact the S&S is going to follow one of those options. They are going to move the Flower Pot
over to the Shamrock and expand Ryles. Did Noelle know that the original option was to move
the Flower Pot over to empty space on Cambridge Street next to the S&S and expand Ryles and
move into the Shamrock? As I told the License Commission, the Shamrock never had 85 people
(Shamrock has a seating capacity of 85) in a week the S&S could 85 in a day. Where did Noelle
thiok all these new patrons were going to park? Maybe she would like them in front of her
house? We didn’t think and the S&S agreed that they should move into the Shamrock. In
addition, there is a possibility of the S&S making an apartment, maybe two, over the Shamrock.

Now shouldn’t these so called community groups and the City support something like this.

Let me also mentioned that going to the Licensing Commission meeting wasn’t a picnic either.
Before any resident spoke the commission members were tripping over themselves in
complimenting the S&S over their buffalo wings and how much they loved the S&S. It seemed
that we were screwed even before we spoke. The head of the commission even had lunch with
the owners to review their plans. Would he like to have lunch with us sometime and we will tell
him what we think of the commission’s behavior and any plans that may come before it.

Let me also express my dissatisfaction in the reporting of the Cambridge Chronicle. After the
July License Commission meeting I spoke with Ken Mcguixe of the Chronicle and told him what
went on. He listened to what I had to say and then asked me if anyone could back up my story. I
told him to talk to anyone on the street and to check the police records of calls we had made.
However, now that I think of it, did he ask Noelle to verify her facts when she was quoted? How
does the Chronicle get off claiming they are a community newspaper when they only talk to
certain people in the community. I know I am not the only person saying this . After a recent
conversation with Mr. Pitkin at the Hampshire Street recycling center he felt the same way. He
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went so far as to say that Cambridge needed another newspaper. I coulda’t agree more. The two _
Cambridge newspapers, Chronicle and Tab, are both owned by Fidelity. They parrot each other
without doing any in depth research. What kind of reporting are we getting. Let me further back
this up with another incident. The Chronicle and Tab reported that there was an incident at Paine
Park recently where a Cambridge Dare police Officer claimed that she was attacked by sorneone
from the community. She pressed charges against this Amory Street youth. In addition there was
a letter form someone from the Paine Park association claiming that everyone had a good time
and nothing happened. What the stories left out and what should have been reported was the fact
that this Cambridge Police officer’s teenage daughter brought her Boston boyfiend to the park.
This boyfriend twice threatened and once pulled a knife on Amory Street youths. The first time
was on the basketball court when he threatened that he wanted to stab some Cambridge girls.
When be was confronted by some Amory Street youths the police officer jumped in. She twisted
the story to say that it was the Amory Street youths that made the threats. Later in the day the
Boston youth did pull a knife and was going to stab an Amory Street girl when her brother
stepped in to protect her. He passed the knife to his girlfriend. Numerous residents then saw her
run to her mother’s car which was parked at the end of St.. Marys road. The police searched the
car but could not find the knife. The police then arrested the Boston youth. For the second time
the Cambridge Dare Police officer tried to get people to say it was the Amory Street youth that
started the fight and pulled the knife. When the people wouldn’t agree with her she left. You
might want to talk to LT. Mike Walsh of Internal Affairs about this.

In case you are wondering, the status of the case is as follows. Some other Cambridge Police
went to court to testify for the Amory Street youth. He was found innocent. I want to know what
the Cambridge Police and the City Council is going to do about this . I just read that 2 women
was denied becoming a Cambridge Police officer because she lied about something many years
ago. The logic being was that you couldn’t trust someone who lied. What are you going to do
about this Dare officer who lied?

In case anvone cares here are a few examples of issues that should be addressed in Inman Square.

* ¢ Traffic congestion.

¢ Traffic Light synchronization

* Parking problems - Weekends momings are actually worse due to brunches.

* Increase in Crime. The murder of the shopkeeper, more muggings, stoien cars and drugs.

*  Mail delivery stinks. We don’t get mail one every two weeks and lately it has been one
day every week.

¢ Cable reception is getting worse. We call and Continental says they know it is happening
to a lot of people in the neighborhood but, they don’t know what the problem is.

* A lot of time was spent at a recent City Council meeting regarding tree plantings in
Central Square. I think someone should look at the trees in Inman Sq. and along Prospect -
Street heading towards Central Sq. I am tired on ducking undex low branches and seeing
the weeds growing better than the trees. Some of the trees are too close together and are
blocking the street lights. This can add to an increase in crime. In addition, who picked
out the trees that were planted. To the residents they have been affectionately called the
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Marijuana trees. Take a look at them and you will see what we mean. Are these tress
being planted all over Cambridge or are they just reserved for us? Would other parts of
Cambridge be treated like this?

Over 50 apartments were lost in [nman Sq. Only 6 have been recovered with the recent
remodeling of a house on Prospect St.. between Hampshire and Cambridge.

‘No master plan for Inman Square. All we get are the boondoggles regarding federal funds

for facade improvements for business and store owners in Inman Sq. These groups only
want to talk about one issue they don’t what to discuss all the issues.

With all the recent discussions regarding Electric and Radio waves causing cancer I
would like a study done on the substation Jocated on Prospect Street near Hampshire.
There have a been 6 or 7 deaths over the past two years of people living near the
substation. I want to know if the substation had anything to do with those deaths? In
addition, I want to know what the safety plan is for that substation considering the recent
explosion in Kendall Square and more importantly what happens to that substation with
all of the plans for deregulation going on.

When a person or group claims they are speaking for the community they take ona lot of
responsibility. Just because people don’t speak up doesn’t mean they don’t care. Some of us
assume you know what you are doing and will do the right thing. Or we don’t have the time or
energy to attend all of the meetings. Or the one meeting we miss is when all the decisions are
made. We also assume you would talk to people in the community.

This is a letter that I was going to send to the Cambridge Electric Company. Mr. Samperelli
wanted me to send a letter, However, In the past I was afraid to put my name on paper becausc |
bave been verbally and physically threatened when speaking out regarding this parking lot at the
corner of Amory and Hampshire Streets. ’

1O~

Thank You,

. -
Martin J. Vieitd
154 Amory Street

Cambridge, Mass. 02139
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William Se-zmpcrclli,

Once again I am asking that something be done to address the issues regarding the
parking lot at the corner of Amory Street and Hampshire Street. I have offered to buy the
property but, have been denied because in theory the Electric Company says they may need
access to run underground lines in the future. When asked to relocate the parking Iot to another
site I was told EPA regulations did not make this feasible. However, stronger measures are
needed to insure that the residents do not suffer from the decision to lease the property to the
Inman Square Businessman’s Assaciation, Over the years the following has happened:

* Drug dealing on the property
.* Public intoxication
* Public urination
* Public fornication
* Fighting
* Tllegal parking
* Damage to private property
* Increase in Noise (espectally with 2AM closing time and more recent]y Keno and pool
tables
* LOWER property values

Brief History:

My father bought that property in 1948. There use to be a diner on the corner. When the diner
closed the Electric Co. decided to build a parking lot over the objections of the residents (The
New Words bookstore was residential back then). We even had a meeting with George Teso in
his City of Cambridge office about this. They built this lot in one day (Saturday) so that we could

not have any time to stop them. Ever since then we have had nothing but problems as listed
above.

Without going in to all details let me address a few of the issues. I would like to explain the
Illegal Parking, Damage to Private Property and the Lower Property Values issues. If anyone

cares to hear the whole story just call me sometime. I would be glad to sit with anyone for an
hour or more and explain all the details.

Illegal parking:

There is a right of way next to the house which has allowed us to get to the back of the property
for the last 49 years. We have had this right of way blocked by patrons of the local drinking
establishments and owners and friends of these drinking establishments. Their arrogance in this
matter is very frustrating.
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Damage to Private Property:;

The side of my house has been damaged by cars backing into it. When confronted the President
of Inman Square Businessmen Association told me it wasn’t any of-their members cars and.
therefore would not pay for any damages to my house. However, a few years ago a drunk driver
parked illegally plowed into the foundation of the New Words Bookstore. The foundation was
repaired and wood railroad type logs placed in front of the foundation. Also, these logs were
placed in front of my house.

Lower Property Values:

About a year ago I tried to refinahce my mortgage. | was denied because the appraised value was
lower. The appraiser claims it was because of the parking lot next to my house. I am losing -

.. approximately $100.00 a month. If I owned the parking lot the value of my property would be
higher. However, as I said earlier all my attempts to purchase the property were denjed.

In summary, I have had to live and raise a family in conditions that no-one should or would
tolerate. I have contacted various city officials and association groups to no avail. I bave been
verbally and physically assaulted and was hesitant to put my feelings in writing until now. Even
now I believe I will have to move. Everyope will claim they did what they could but, the
problems still exists! As a matter of fact on Sunday (8/10) my wife and I were putting our
children to bed when we saw two women stripped naked making out in the back seat of a Jeep or
Blazer parked in the parking lot. This was no more than five feet from my house and ten feet
from our daughters window. It was all I could do to get my daughters not to look out the
window. My wife then went outside to sit on the steps and some of the local teenagers (boys &

girls) came out and now they became witnesses to this also. As you can see there is a diversity of
perversion.

I just read when the EPA regulations regarding parking in the City might be relaxed. Let me be
the first to request the parking lot at the comner of Amory and Hampshire be moved to the other
side of the New Words Bookstore. When I requested this be done in the past I was told that under
the old EPA regulations those parking slots would go into a pool to be used anywhere in the city
and could not just be moved over.

Thank You,

p i) Yoo

Martin J, Vieira
154 Amory Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02139

RECEIVED FROM:617 491 RRIR o
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- To Cambridge City Council,

1 would like to docurment my some of my issues and frustrations in living in Inman Square.They
are:

Parking

Noise

Increase in crime

Lower quality of life

More business/restaurants and less housing

Cambridge Chronicle doesn’t respond to residents,

City of Cambridge doesn’t respond to residents and when they do they increase the problems

- Let me start by saying I resent certain people/groups expressing their personal beliefs while

professing to represent the community when in fact no ope in the community has heard from or
spoken to these people. These groups have the ear of the local paper and certain City Agencies.

1 am talking about Noelle Johnson and her group, She was quoted as supporting the move of the
S&S into the Shamrock Cafe. While we preferred the S&S move she didn’t even ask the
community what we wanted . If she had she would have realized that there were other options. In
fact the S&S is going to follow one of those options. They are going to move the Flower Pot
over to the Shamrock and expand Ryles. Did Noelle know that the original option was to move

 the Flower Pot over to empty space on Cambridge Street next to the S&S and expand Ryles and

move into the Shamrock? As I told the License Commission, the Shamrock never had 85 people
(Shamrock has a seating capacity of 85) in a week the S&S could 85 in a day. Where did Noelle
think all these new patrons were going to park? Maybe she would like them in front of her
house? We didn’t think and the S&$ agreed that they should move into the Shamrock. In
addition, there is a possibility of the S&S making an apartment, maybe two, over the Shamrock.

Now shouldn’t these so called community groups and the City support something like this.

Let me also mentioned that going to the Licensing Commission meeting wasn’t a picnic either.
Before any resident spoke the commission members were tripping over themselves in
complimenting the S&S over their buffalo wings and how much they loved the S&S. It seemed
that we were screwed even before we spoke. The head of the commission even had lunch with
the owners to review their plans. Would he like to have lunch with us sometime and we will tell
him what we think of the commission’s behavior and any plans that may come before it.

Let me also express my dissatisfaction in the reporting of the Cambridge Chronicle. After the
July License Commission meeting I spoke with Ken Mcguire of the Chronicle and told him what
went on. He fistened to what I had to say and then asked me if anyone could back up my story. I
told him to talk to anyone on the sireet and to check the police records of calls we had made.
However, now that I think of it, did he ask Noelle to verify her facts whep she was quoted? How
does the Chronicle get off claiming they are a community newspaper when they only talk to
certain people in the community. T know I am not the only person saying this . After a recent
conversation with Mr. Pitkin at the Hampshire Street recycling center he felt the same way. He

0
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went so far as to say that Cambridge needed another newspaper. I couldn’t agree more. The two
Cambridge newspapers, Chronicle and Tab, are both owned by Fidelity. They parrot each other
without doing any in depth research. What kind of reporting are we getting. Let me further back
this up with another incident. The Chronicle and Tab reported that there was an incident at Paine
Park recently where a Cambridge Dare police Officer claimed that she was attacked by someone
from the commaunity. She pressed charges against this Amory Street youth. In addition there was
a letter form someone from the Paine Park association claiming that everyone had a good time
and nothing happened. What the stories left out and what should have been reported was the fact
that this Cambridge Police officer’s teenage daughter brought her Boston boyfriend to the park.
This boyfriend twice threatened and once pulled a knife on Amory Street youths. The first time
was on the basketball court when he threatened that he wanted to stab some Cambridge girls.
When be was confronted by some Amory Street youths the police officer jumped in. She twisted
the story to say that it was the Amory Street youths that made the threats. Later in the day the
Boston youth did pull a knife and was going to stab an Amory Street girl when her brother
stepped in to protect her. He passed the knife to his girlfriend. Numerous residents then saw her
run to her mother’s car which was parked at the end of St.. Marys road. The police searched the
car but could not find the knife. The police then arrested the Boston youth, For the second time
the Cambridge Dare Police officer tried to get people to say it was the Amory Street youth that
started the fight and pulled the knife. When the people wouldn’t agree with her she left. You
might want to talk to LT. Mike Walsh of Internal Affairs about this. ‘

In case you are wondering, the status of the case is as follows. Some other Cambridge Police
went to court to testify for the Amory Street youth, He was found innocent. I want to know what
the Cambridge Police and the City Council is going to do about this . I just read that 2 women
was denied becoming a Cambrdge Police officer because she lied about something many years
ago. The logic being was that you couldn’t trust someone who lied. What are you going to do
about this Dare officer who lied?

In case anyone cares here are a few examples of issues that should be addressed in Inman Square.

¢ Traffic congestion.

* Traffic Light synchronization

* Parking problems - Weekends momings are actually worse due to brunches.

s Increase in Crime. The murder of the shopkeeper, more muggings, stolen cars and drugs.

* Mail delivery stinks. We don’t get mail one every two weeks and lately it has been one
day every week.

¢ Cable reception is getting worse. We call and Continental says they know it is happening
to a lot of people in the neighborhood but, they don’t know what the problem is.

*  Alot of time was spent at a recent City Council meeting regarding tree plantings In
Central Square. I think someone should look at the trees in Inman §q. and along Prospect

* Street heading towards Central Sq. I am tired on ducking under low branches and seeing

the weeds growing better than the trees. Some of the trees are too close together and are
blocking the street lights. This can add to an increase in crime. In addition, who picked
out the trees that were planted. To the residents they have been affectionately called the

18-16-97 16:39 RECEIVED FROM:617 491 08318 P.63



DCT-1B8-97 FRI ©84:43 PM TIM TOOMEY

PRDSIPL R

517 491 B318

Marijuana trees. Take a look at them and you will see what we mean. Are these tress
being planted all over Cambridge or are they just reserved for us? Would other parts of
Cambridge be treated like this?

= Qver 50 apartments were lost in Inman Sq. Only 6 have been recovered with the recent
remodeling of a house on Prospect St.. between Hampshire and Cambridge.

* No master plan for Inman Square. All we get are the boondoggles regarding federal funds
for facade improvements for business and store owners in Inman Sq. These groups only
want {o talk about one issue they don’t what to discuss all the issues.

«  With all the recent discussions regarding Electric and Radio waves causing cancer [
would like a study done on the substation located on Prospect Strset near Hampshire.
There have a been 6 or 7 deaths over the past two years of people living near the
substation. I want to know if the substation had anything to do with those deaths? In
addition, T want to know what the safety plan is for that substation considering the recent
explosion in Kendall Square and more importantly what happens to that substation with
all of the plans for deregulation going on.

When a person or group claims they are speaking for the community they take on a lot of
responsibility. Just because people don’t speak up doesn’t mean they don’t care. Some of us
assume you know what you are doing and will do the right thing. Or we don’t have the time of
eaergy to attend all of the meetings. Or the one meeting we miss is when all the decisions are
made. We also assume you would talk to people in the community.

Fhis is a letter that [ was going to send to the Cambridge Electric Company. Mt. Samperelli
wanted me to send a letter. However, In the past I was afraid to put my name on paper because I
have been verbally and physically threatened when speaking out regarding this parking lot at the
corner of Amory and Hampshire Streets.

Thank You,
Martin J. Vieifd
154 Amory Street

Cambridge, Mass., 02139
'A' W/
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Willism Samperelli,

Once again I am asking that something be done to address the issues regarding the
parking lot at the corner of Amory Strect and Hampshire Street. I have offered to buy the
property but, have been denied because in theory the Electric Company says they may need
access to run underground lines in the future. When asked to relocate the parking ot to another
site 1 was told EPA regulations did not make this feasible. However, stronger measurcs are
needed to insure that the residents do not suffer from the decision to lease the property to the
Inman Square Businessman’s Assaciation, Over the years the following has happened:

* Drug dealing on the property

* Public intoxication

¢ Public urination

* Public forication

¢ Fighting

* Tllegal parking

* Damage to private property

* Increase in Noise (especially with 2AM closing time and more recently Keno and pool
tables '

* LOWER propetty values

Brief History:

My father bought that property in 1948. There use to be a diner on the comer. When the diner
closed the Electrdic Co. decided to build a parking lot over the objections of the residents (The
New Words bookstore was residential back then). We even had a meeting with George Teso in
his City of Cambridge office about this. They built this lot in one day (Saturday) so that we could
not have any time to stop them. Ever since then we have had nothing but problems as listed
above.

Without going in to all details let me address a few of the issues. I would like to explain the
Illegal Parking, Damage to Private Property and the Lower Property Values issues. If anyone
cares to hear the whole story just call me sometime. I would be glad to sit with anyone for an
hour or more and explain all the details.

Illegal parking:

There is a right of way next to the house which has allowed us to get to the back of the property
for the last 49 years. We have had this right of way blocked by patrons of the local drinking
establishments and owners and friends of these drinking establishments. Their arrogance in this
matter is very frustrating.
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Damage to Private Property:

The side of my house has been damaged by cars backing into it. When confronted the President
of Inman Square Businessmen Association told me it wasn’t any of their members cars and-
therefore would not pay for any damages to my house. However, a few years ago a drunk driver
parked illegally plowed into the foundation of the New Words Bookstore. The foundation was
repaired and wood railroad type logs placed in front of the foundation. Also, these logs were
placed in front of my house.

Lower Property Values:

About a year ago [ tried to refinance my mortgage. I was denied because the appraised value was
lower. The appraiser claims it was because of the parking lot next to my house. I am losing -

. approximately $100.00 a month. If ] owned the parking lot the value of my property would be
higher. However, as 1 said earlier all my attempts to purchase the property were denied.

In summary, I have had to live and raise a family in conditions that no-one should or would
tolerate. T have contacted various city officials and association groups to no avail. I have been
verbally and physically assaulted and was hesitant to put my feelings in writing until now. Even
now I believe I will have to move. Everyone will claim they did what they could but, the
problems still exists! As a matter of fact on Sunday (8/10) my wife and I were putting our
children to bed when we saw two women stripped naked making out in the back seat of a Jeep or
Blazer patked in the parking lot. This was no more than five feet from my house and ten feet
from our daughters window. It was all I could do to get my daughters not to look out the
window. My wife then went outside to sit on the steps and some of the local teenagers (boys &
girls) came out and now they became witnesses to this also. As you can see there is a diversity of
perversion.

1 just read when the EPA regulations regarding parking in the City might be relaxed. Let me be
the first to request the parking lot at the comer of Amory and Hampshire be moved to the other
side of the New Words Bookstore. When I requested this be done in the past I was told that under
the old EPA regulations those parking slots would go into a pool to be used anywhere in the city
and could not just be moved over.

Thank You,

ot Yrie
Martin J. Vieira

154 Amory Street
Cambridge, Mass. 02139
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35.

IN CITY COUNCIL

October 20, 1997

COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to address the concerns in the
attached communication from Martin J. Vieira regarding the situation in Inman
Square.



Enhac

Consent Order #35 Mem °
M- 1@&?2—
Councillor Toomey re: Concerns from

Martin J. Vieira regarding the
:  situation in Inman Square.

In City'CoﬁnQil October 20, 1997

ORDER ADOPTED
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