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October 21, 1939

Councillor Thomas hi. WcNauiara

Fresident of City Council
271 Windsor Street
Cambrid€e, Hiassaehusetts

m dear Nlr. JleNamara:

The redidents and neighbors of Sacramento 3treet, Massa-
chusetts Avenue, Garfield Street, and Sacrauiento Place earnestly
ask you to vote aµinst havinE the City of Cambridge purchase
ttie reservoir and lanii in the rear of 9 to 21 Sacramento Street.
This land 18 entirely surrounded and bounded by the homes and
back yards of the neiehbor8, (eXcept at one corner by the Bil-
trance driveway from &ierauiento' Street). -

In iriay, the adjoinine owners were notified that Thomas P.
Culbane, the owner, had petitioned to be Eiven the riEht to use
the land for a recreational park. At the hearine before the
Board of Appeal on Tuesday, Nlay 23, blr· Calbane said that he

planned to have "two tenni8 coarts, a handball eoart, a. swimmiii€
pool, locker room and office, all under proper suparviMon."
Despite the strong protest of all the neighbors,-- eitber in
person or by si€natare,-- Mr. Culhane's petition was Eranted
within a wbck. At the hearing hir· Culhane Uso saiji th&t be bad
500 8ienatures on a petition for a play€rouna. The people irj
the immediate vicinity of the reservoir were not told about tb8t
petition, nor were they asked to si€n it.

Be€innine Kay 30 and continuing throagboat the summer, the
days and evenings of the neiehbors have been wost unhtzppy. The

main attraction bas been m reservoir wh9re the boys fiwijn. The
boys who have been swiumiti€ in tbis reservoir .a,r,e. not bclZs of
Eh.e, immediate neifhborhooa. ManZ SZf, Eh.eµl.c.o.uj,e. £r.oTSoulerviTTe,
uia most of tbem come distances on a]eir"biuelea:" 'i\tjc langaa€e
and actiom of rnany of these boys have been (iisell8tin€, and the
noise bas been unbearable. Because the land is so surroanded,
all the noise resounds ¢iirect1y into all tbese homes. There was
no such thin€ as supervision all summer 1011€. The neighbors bad
to call for the police many times because of the laneaaee and

actions of the boys.

If this land were open land, or if there were a. street
separatinE the houses froui the lanii, a playeround might be satis-
factory. However, it has been wost unfair and thouehtle88 to
sabject the nei€t]bor8 of thi8 entirely enclosed land to the
noise md filthy laneu8€e of the hoodlums who have bean swiulwin€
in the reservoir.
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Councillor Thomas k\1. 1/[cNam&ra - 2 - October 21, 1939

Sick people in this neiehborbooa can no lon€er"have the
peace and quiet they Uoald be able to bave in their own boule8.
3tukients finCt it difficult to study.

The land is not laree enou€h for a ball field. The boys of
this district have been playine baseball and football for 801IlC

tiine at the Cambrid€e Comuion.

Why sboald the City of CambriaEe pay money for a play€round
u8ed mostly by 8omerville boys?' People Uould not be expected to
suffer a public playground practically in their om back yards.
Not only woald the peace and quiet of their houies be shatterea,
bat the real estate values woald be lowered.

Please have souie consideration fQr the people who ,l,i.v,e. next
to this land.

'
,

· Very Uneerely yoar8,

(A copy of thi8 letter was 8ent to Mayor john W. Lyon8. The
"

·

"

follow,inE people personally 8i€ned that letter:)
(Mrs.) Marea,ret ki., Lovett ' 34 Garfield Street
Georg J. Lovett 34 " ' "
Catherine R. Lovett 34 Garfield Street
]Uare&ret hi.. Lovett · ' 34 Garfield Street

.
Georee j."Lovett, Jr. . 34 Garfield Street

. ,.

-.john i?. Lovett 34 Garfield 3treet
Marion T. Lovett

' 34 Garfield Street
Mary E. Dr&bble

"

20 Garfield Street
hlar.v E. Webster 20 Garfield Street

. Gertrude Frost 20 Garfield 3t..
Josie 0. j)&y '

' twenty Garfield
.Ewil Siebert 2C) Garfield St.
-Mabel 53. Grout " " 19 Garfiel¢1 St.
Marjorie E. Groat

.

·

"
19 Garfield St.

Edward A. Grout
,

19 Garfield St.

?SLustina B. Adau}8 27 Garfield St., Camb.
Charle8 W. Aiiams " 2'7 Garfield St.
Martha C. b'lakanna 28 Garfield St.
Annabel L. Wheeler " 36 Garfield St:
Clarence E. Wheeler - 36 .Garfield St.

jack WUlace ,
. 36 Garfield St.

Elvira Wallace 36 tiarfield St.
Robert J. j)oaela,s, Jr. 39 Garfield St.
Nora A. Douglas 39 Garfield St.
Mary Walsh 39 Garfield St.
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?

(Copy of Si€nature8 -- Continued)·

Thcmaq A· Walsh 39 Garfield St.
Carrie E. Harlow . 44 Garfield St.. ,

Leona B· Barnbam
.

44 Garfield St.
Miriam F. Harlow

"

44 Garfield St.
j'essio NI. Bedding 44 Garfield St. ,

Mabelle JL Green 54 Garfield St. "-

Edmund FI. Grean 54 Garfield St.
Frederick a. Glynn 58 Garfield St.-
N[&ud L. Glynn 58 Garfield St.
Plorence K. Glynn 58 Garfield St.

Erne8t B. Glynn - 58 Garfield St.
Marearet Twitcbell 21 bacratnento PI.
Evelyn Twitchell 21 3acramento PI.
Darinda j. Lutz 19 Sacramento Place
Olga Ill. Laine " 1'7 Sacramento PI.

' Carl 0. Laine ' 17 3acramento PI.
john P' KellCber ·

, . ll SaUarnento Place
. Genevieve Kdlleher 11 3acrarnerito Place

"'

A,rthur J. Roulston, .' 24 Sacramento PI.
Alice j). Roalston . 24 " "

?rederick W. -Roulston " " "
Maude Roulston '

' " " "
W. j. Allen '

' 22 " "
Mrs. W. j. Allen " " "
Harold R.'alletl " " "

Bdward C. Lorenzen Q 1 " "
Marearet A. torenzen 1 ' " "

'

CatherinC"E'. Walsh 1 " ? "

Bill Lorenzen. I 'I! "
ldarearet Loren-zen

.

- 1 "' "

, Mrs. Anna j. Arthur. 3 3acramento PI.
ldr. john E. McCor'mack 3 Sacramento PI. '

R. C. Crocker ll Sacramento St.
m. S. L. Crocker 11 Sacramento St.
hlrs. C. A. Smith 13 Sacramento 3t.

Georee.E{. Smith "
13" 3acrauiento St.

.
Mje8. Ruth Suiitb . 13 Sacramento St.
Hilda Gale - - · 13 Sacramento St.
Agnes H. Russell -

'
- 13 Saeraulento St.

.Lilian hi. Martin ' 15 Sacramento St.
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{Copy of 3ignature8 -- Ccuitinaed) .:

Kiss 6L Campbell 15 Sacramento St.
jkrs· Jane Fe· Moran 19 Sacramerjto St. "

Phebe. R· Boole 21 Sacrmiento St.
klrs. K. Boole "
Gr&ce Boole " '

Marie B" Haines 21 SUtratnento St.
Alexandcr Spitzer 23'3acrautento at.
Katharina Spitzer 23 Sacramento St.

·Jl1atilda 8pitzer 23 Sacramento St.
Theresa 1L ,Davie8 23 8aeramento St.-

Richard Spitzer ' 23 Sacrarnento 8t.
Vonald Spitzer .

23 8acfamento Street "
·

Louise C. Sbaw 16 Sacrwento St.
Gertrude Iii. Shaw " " "
Marearet R. Flint .

12 Sacramento St.

Willim j. Moltman
' 10 "

Klrs· john j. Willialn8 , 1699 M&88. Ave.
P. A. Harkin's

"
1699 Mass. Ave. '

Tbouias j. Groden 45 Garfield-St.
Albert E. Lynch ·' 74 Garfield St.

Grace E· bynch
,

74 Garfield 3t. -

.
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Citj' of Cambridge

..
In City Council dime Ill, 1940

Public Property &
The Committee OR Public Institutions

to which wm referred a ccmnunication froui Margaret jV. Lovell st al3
requesting the City. Council, to vote agaimt the pureham of land and

rmervoir in the rear of 9 m 21 Sacramento Street

Reports,

Recomending that tho

ccmmunication be plac:ad on file,

A

,.

For the CXmnitteo

"=="n-
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