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IN CITY COUNCIL
July 24, 1974
WHEREAS : o ‘ : . ;
o Section 14 of Chapter 40 and Section 30 of Chapter 43 of the General Laws,
as amended, provide that the City Council may, at the request of any department
and with the approval of the City Manager, purchase, in the name of the Clty, a fee

81mple interest in land for any municipal purpose, provided that the land is with=
in the boundaries of the city and is not already appropriated to a public use; and

WHEREAS : ‘ ,

The Department of Community Development has requested that the City pur-
chase a parcel of land at the corner of Hampshire and Elm Streets, for use as a mun-
icipal recreational open space, which parcel is described in mere detail as follows:

Starting at the intersection of northerly right of way line of
Hampshire Street with the easterly right of way line of Elm Streets
thence, northerly 110.0t feet along the easterly right of way line of
Elm Street; thenCe, easterly 100,0% feet along the southerly property
line of the property identified as 166 and 168 Elm Street; thence,
southerly 103.8t feet along the westerly property lines of the pro-
perties identified as 299.301 and 303 Columbia Street; thence, southerly
53.0% feet along the westerly property line of the property identified
as 125 Hampshire Street; thence, westerly 99.19% feet along the north- °
eely right of way line of Hampshire Street until the point of beginning.

WHEREAS :

The City Manager has approved the purchase of this parcel for use as mun-
icipal recreational open space; :

WHEREAS:
This parcel is located within the boundaries of the City of Cambridge and
is not already appropriated to appublic use, and

WHEREAS.

The current owner is willing and able to sell said pdrcel to the City for
$6,000.00 (six thousand dollars), which price is within the limitations set forth in
Sectlon 14 of Chapter 4O. and Section 30 of Chapter 43 of the General Laws, as amended;

NOW THEREFORE:

The Cambridge City Council does hereby appropriate $6 000,00 (six thousand)
dallars) from the account entitled "Sale of City Land" for the purpose of purchasing
fee simple interest in the parcel as described above for use as municipal recreat-
ienal open space; and

FURTHER: :
The Cambridge City Council does hereby resolve to purchase fee simple
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July 24; 1974
interest in the parcel as described above, including all easements, priviledges
and appurtenances, for use as municipal epecreational open space, the maximum
amount to be paid for such parcel being $6,000,00 {six thousand dollars); and

FURTHER: ‘ ‘
The Cambridge City Council does hereby order the City Manager to perform

whatever acts are necessary to effectuate the appropriation and the resolution as set
forth abeve. ‘ ' ' ‘

O Aksent__ ()
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WHEREAS Section 14 of Chapter 40 and Section 30 of Chapter 43 of the General
Laws, as amended, provide that the City Council may, at the request of any de-
partment and with the approval of the City Menager, purchase, in the name of the
City, a fee simple interest in land for any municipal purpose, provided that the
land is within the boundaries of the city and is not already appropriated to a
public use; and

WHEREAS the Department of Community Development has requested that the City
purchase a parcel of land at the covner of Hampshire and Elm Streets, for use as
a municipal recreational open space, which parcel is dencrlbed in more detail as
followss

Starting at the intersection of northerly right of way line of

Hampshire Street with the easterly right of way llne of Blm Street:;

- thence, northerly 110.0%feet along the easterly right of way line of
Elm Street; thence, easterly 100. Dﬁfeet along the scutherly property
line of the property identified as 166 and 168 Elm Street; thence,
southerly 103, §1%feet along the westerly property limes of the pro-
perties identified as 299,301 and 303 Columbia Street; thence, southerly
53,0- feet along the westerly property line of the property identified
as 125 Hampshire Street; themce, westerly 99, 19% feet along the north-
erly right of way‘line of‘Hampshire Street unti1 the point of beginning.

WHEREAS the City Manager has awprove6 the purchase of this parcel for use
as municipal rvecreational open space

WHEREAS this parcel is located within the boundaries of the &ity of Gamb~
ridge and is not already appropriated to a public use; and

WHEREAS the current owner is willing and able to sell said parcel to the
City f6r $6,000.00 (six thousand dollerd}, which price is within the limitations
set forth in Section 14 of Chapter 40 and Section 30 of Chapter 43 of the General
Laws, as amended; .

NOW THEREFORE, the Cambridge City Council does hereby appropriate §$6,000.00
{six thousand aollars) from the account entitled "Sale of City Land" for the
purpese of purchasing fee simple interest in the parcel as described above for
use as municipal recreational open space; and

FURTHER, the Cambridge City Council does hereby resolve to purchase fee
simple interest in the parcel as described above, including all easements, privi-
ledges and appurtenances, for use as municipal recreational open space, the
maximum amount to be paid for such parcel being $6,000,00 (six thousand dollars);
and

FURTHER, the Cambridge City Council does hereby order the City Mamager to
perform whatever acts are necessary to effectuate the appropriation and the
resolution as set forth above.
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Agenda # 8 selling to the City of  MASSACHUSETTS
Cambridge land that is located at the
corner of Elm and Hampshire Street by the In City Council _ July 24, 197

Mobil 0il Company for $6,000.00.

YEA NAY ABSENT PRESENT

Mrs. Ackermann

Mr, Clinton

Mr, Danehy

Mr. Duehay

Mrs., Graham

Mr. Russell

Mr. Vellucci

Mr, Wylie

Mayor Sullivan
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
FLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

City Hall Annex inman & Broadway EXTENSION 344

To James L. Sullivam, City Manager

Ao
From  j.nes'n. Farrell, Administrator of j(ﬁf{? .

g » Dste .7/“16/}74
Community Development 1 Taer

Subject Purchase of Mobil 0il Company Site

I recommend that we seek City Council authorization to purchase the 14,000
square foot vacant site at the northeast corner of Elm and Hampshire Streets.
The owner, Mobil 0il Company, has offered the property to the City of Camb~-
ridge for $6,000, less than $0.44 per square foot. Prevailing land prices
in Cambridge for property im prominent locatioms such as this range from $4
per square foot on up.

This gives the City an excellent opportunity for opea space development,
using funds already committed for such development in this neighborhood. One
of the projects to be undertaken under the Federally-assisted 1973 Open Space
Land Program was a park/playground on a portion of land on Norfolk Street
currently used by the Public Works Department for parking and storage of mat-
erials. As it has turned out, the Public Works Department will continue to
need this land for as lomg as the PWD garage stays in its present location.

The only other site available for open space development in the immediate
neighborhood is the Mobil site. Happily, this site is a particularly good
one for the purpose. Located om the cormer of two prominent streeis serving
the neighborhcod, and across the street from the planned Neighborhood Center
at the corner of Columbia and Hampshire Streets, the Mobil Site is highly
visible and accessible; and community use of the site in conjunction with the
Neighborhood Center, can make a significant impact on the neighborhood.

The Model Cities Board has endorsed the purchase of this site for open space
use. Enclosed is a report of the vote. In view of the asking price on this
site, the neighborhood meed for the open space use to which it can be put, the
availability of the funds for development of this use, and the particular lo-
cation of the site, I believe it is imperative for the City to acquire it with-
out delay, I recommend submission of the appropriate resolution, which is
being prepared by staff, to the City Council at its next meeting.

I suggest that the Sale of City Land account is the most appropriate source of
funds for this land purchase. I understand that there are more than enough
funds remaining in this account for the purpose.



To

From

(€3]

9,

i}

et

bject

CITY OF CAMEBRIDGE
INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Richard Lockhart Date June 28, 1974

Francis X. Hayes ‘ -  Reference

Open Space Area 3

‘A quorum being present, the Model Cities Board, meeting in regular

session on Thursday, June 27, 1974, adopted the following in response

" to your report; this communication is addressed to you by way of con-

firmation:

MOVED  That the Open Space monies approved by prior
vote of the Model Cities Board for utilization in developing
the Norfolk Street D, P, W, site, which monies have already
been reduced to allow for completion of Phase III of Donnelly
Field, and alsoc for the Open Space needs of the Blouin Neigh-
borhood Facility, be further reallocated to the "Moebil Site"
at the corner of Elm and Hampshire Streets te facilitate the
location’s being developed as a neighborhood park; and

FURTHERMORE, that the Model Cities Board, being
apprised that the propesal of Mr, Francis Hayes to Mobil
for donation of said site to the City of Cambridge has been
responded te by way of an offer from the Moehil Corporation
to write down the cost to $6, 000, hereby recommends that
the City Manager take appropriate steps to purchase the
property for Open Space Development, and that planning for
this park be undertaken in concert with area residents.

¢ J, L, Sullivan

R. Healy
D. Sheahan
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Mr. James L. Sullivan, City Manager
City of Cambridge

CCity Hall
705 Massachusetts Avenue

* Cambridge, Mass. 02139

Dear Mr. Sullivan,

Please be advised that Mobil is interested in commencing negotiations‘
to sell our property at £Eim and Hampshire Streets to the City of
Cambridge for six thousand (§6,000) dellars.

The above is subject to management approval.
. Please advise of your interest as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

S

Stanleigh S. Cele
Real Estate Representative
SSC:kk
cc: Francis X. Hayes, Director
Model Cities Administration
City Hall
. Cambridges.ti..... 02138
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 876-6800

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
. JAMES L. SULLIVAN
City Manager

July 16, 1974

The Honorable City Council
City Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Dear Councillors:

The Mobil Oil Company has offered to sell a 13,769 square foot parcel of vacant
land at the corner of Elm and Hampshire Streets to the City for $6,000.00.

The price that Mobil Oilvis asking'for this parcel is extremely low. The
parcel is assessed by the Cambridge Assessors for about $0.57 per square foot,
but Mobil 0il is asking less than $0.44 per square foot. :

This parcel is of interest to the City because of its location in an area that
is in need of additional public open space. This particular site is ideally
suited for the development of public open space or other community use because
of its visibility, ease of access, and its proximity to the Blouin neighborhood
facility site across Hampshire Street. The use of both sites for related com-
munity uses can have an important impact on the neighborhood.

The City has funds available for both the purchase and the development of the
site. There are sufficient uncommitted funds in the Sale of City Land account
for the purchase, and funds under the Federal Open Space Land Program are avail-
able for development as a park and playground. These Open Space funds were
originally to be used for recreational development of a portion of the land
used by the Public Works Department on Norfolk Street; but, as it has turned
out, this land cannot be made available in the forseeable future. :

The purchase of this parcel of land was requested by the Community Development
Department in the attached memorandum addressed to me from James Farrell, I
hereby approve the purchase of this parcel and am enclosing a draft resolution,
reviewed and approved by the City Solicitor's office, which, if adopted by a
two thirds vote of your membership, would enable me to proceed to complete the

transaction with Mobil 0il.
. Sincerely,
M=

ds L. Sullivan,
Manager

JLS/jf1
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Selling to the City of Cambridge land that is
located at the corner of Elm and Hampshire
Street by the Mobil 0il Company for $6,000,00.

3

In City Council,
July 24, 1974
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