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Hon, City Council L :
. Cambridge, Mass.

Gentlemen:

: The disastrous Tire of July 20th, on Beacon Street, in't@e'“
City of Chelsea, in which six lives were lost, and the dangerous fire
of July 19th, in Hotel Wollaston, Quincy, are sharp reminde?s of the
danger to life and property in allowing abandoned and dilapidated

~buildings to remain standing.

The Chelsea building; it is true, wasAneither.abandonéd,,nor
dilepidated: but the first and second floors were ungccupied'and open .
to entrance. “It was here that the fire was set. Exactly this opportun-
ity for perverted minds, and this hazard, exist in the case of every .
‘dilapidated building situated close to dwelling-houses. The opportunlty
and the hazard should be removed. '

The authority to remove such buildings rests with the Build--
ing Inspector. Action.on his part may involve some expense on the part
of the Municipality and for that reason he may hesitate to act. I sug-
éest to your Honorable Body the wisdom of indicating to him ﬁhat he
may count on your support., v - :

The splehdid work accomplished in this field during’t?é past
year by the City of Boston, under its efficient Building Commissioner,
. and the fine work done in several other cities anﬁ towns should be a

Buide and a stimulus to us all. -

: I am enciosing'a copy of the law governing removal of such
buildings. :

Very respectfully,

Fire}éwevention Commissione

0/L. (Enc.) ~ - forVthe Metropolitan pistrict.



ACTS OF 1916, O

SECTION 4. In a city or town which accepts the provisions of thig Ssection
and the six followins sections, or has accepted the corresponding provisions
of earlier 1&1*‘5’ the Supeflntenﬁpqi‘ oHE DU_,].,.C bulldlﬂ;}:sr or sueh other O e

2s the mayor and aldermen of such =ity or the selectmen of such town may dees
irnate shall be inspector of buildinzs, and, ivmediately upon being infor
by report or otherwise that a building or other structure or cnything
to or connected thevewith in that city or town is un afe or danzoraus o
or limb, shall inspect the same; ond if it appears to him to he d“n‘ﬁfaus e
shall forthwith in vwriting notify the ouner, ~

interest therein to remove it or make it safe and secure, f ot

& S » T YA AAapnio
such structure would be specially unsafe in case of ire, 1¢ shall be doemec
dangerous within the meaning hereof, and the 1ﬂspector of buildings may aiiix

con-

in a conspicuous place upon its exterior walls a notice of its dangeraus
dition, which shall not be removed or defacedwithout authority irom him.

SECTION 5, Yhoever is so notified shell be allowed until twelve o clack noon
of tha day following the service oi the astice in which 1o hegin the S‘"lfl-g
or remaval of such étructure, and he shall employ sufficient labor spesc i1y

to secure or remove ii; but if the public safety so reguires and if the mayor
and eldermen or selcotmen so order, the inspector of bu11d13~s may immediste-
1y snter unon the premises with the necessary workmen ..nd assistanis aﬂd cause
such unsafe structure to be shored up, taken down or othervise secur l
delay, and a proper fence or boarding put up for the protestion of passers-by.

CECTTON 6. Tf such owner, szent or parson interested in

ture refuses or neg¥ects to comply with the raquirements ch noielc -
the time limited, and such structure is not secured or taken dovn &5 tasrein
ordered, a careful survey of the pr%mises shall be made by a board consisting

10 a oity of the city éﬂflneér, the ch g

one disintsrested pewrson to be appo?“tsd by said inspector of buildings, and
in a tovn of a surveyor, the chief en;iﬂesr of the fire department and
disinterested person to be appointed by said 1 vnector of buildings. If there
18 no city engineer in such city or no ChieF gineer of the fire dﬁnﬂrL”Vﬂu
in such cﬁty or town, the mayor and aldermen or oelectmen, as the case may bhe,
shall desiznate one or more officers or other suitable persons in place of the
>fficers 8o nmmed'as members of said board. A report of such survey shall 1
made in writing and a copy thereof served on such owmer, agent or any inter-
estad person. :

SECTICH 4. . If sueh revort dgfl&fus such structure to bHe unsaf wnd dang
and 10 the owner, i) latv:cs ed continves su ¢ I
the inspector of nu’lﬂ‘ 1 causz it to be takeun down

1d oite costs nd 6 , onsvituts @
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