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Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:
$

,
This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"

advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

. I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in

' 1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and

7>m, should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.
,..,. ,
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,
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·

,, "Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
. .

,
,

. ,. ..
"1 ..,

Tesearch using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
"'""""

this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and' similar radical groups go further: they try to impede

,

· biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

i To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates. -

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical tesearch community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

¢

Sincerely,
*

. K

I
" & " ¶

"'" "

lib? RALAlA
QW"t

" David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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Dr. David Hubel
jojin Franklin Enders University
Profemor

"

Harvard Medieal School
Department of Neurobiology

' 220 Longwood Avenue
Bo3ton, m83aehu3ett3 02115

Dear Dr. Hube1:
.

, f
.

.
.

. .

i am respcnding to your reeent letter and aeeoinpanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to speak out .on the importanee of using anilnal3 as

3ubjeet3 of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

. on this imue.

I have always advoeated biomedieal re3eareh, and I share your eoneern that the

inereasing attaCks on animal researeh by animal rights groups and individuals
K

· are harmful to "progre33 in maintaining the health and well-being of the
.

Ameriean peoplei Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

Government and the doetors and seientists who cconduet publicly funded re3eareh

· must work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ub1ie support for
" the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie understanding of, the

·.
'

. . relevant .i33ue3 .
'

%.
m '

.
. , t

t

' "
,

I"have 'been .speaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal
,

', .researeh4in '"¢jues"tion and answer 3es3ion3 . I have been impre33ed that succh

Statements 'do"not. find their way to the press although almost all else I say

- - docs." "-"'" "
' '

D

0 .

" " Durjng my final dayS as the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the A3sistant

Seeretary for Health, Dr. Jalne3 0. Mason, that the Publie Health Serviee "

U

,

" strive harder to communieate to the publ1e why animal researeh is imperative

for iinproving the health of the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh community
i

' '
.

'

monitOrs aiid proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Iqoreover, im iey

- future aetivitles as a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform. the pub1ie

.

' that the use of animals must eontinue to be an e33ential part of mediea1

..reseCtreh'. .

C '

r

I deeply aµpre¢iate' your expres3ions of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey
"

this me33age to the Ameriean people.
"

P

t Sineerely yours ,
P

.

q

..

,.±iSZo.
,

'
" " Surgeon General P "
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Surgeon.General C. Everett Koop Z
U.S. Public Health Services FDepartment of Health & Human Services ii
Washington, DC 20201

,

Dear Surgeon General Koop: E'

"+
The past few years have seen a marked increase m the activitiesof individuals 4

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly k,
favor the' concept of keeping any sufferingof research animals to a minimum, the Ei"

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
""m,

,
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical ' ?2"-

a,.
'" r¢search have tended to remain silent, either through fearof stirring up the problemor in

""'*~,.

·~,,

th"i"hope that it would go away.
'r

4-.1,,. ' " "
~, .

·
' if"'""~ we are writirjg to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our

govemrhent, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical i}
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used m dealing with the hazards '
of smoking.

.
:~

Sincerely, !
;a'
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Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (6';') 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
· research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny

this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and'similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessay, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

C

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

i>A,9 & NJJ
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience

t
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jobn Er'anklin Enders University
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Harvard Medieal Sehool
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood 'Avenue

"

Boston, &ssaehusett3 02115.

Dear Dr
:

'
Hube1':

'
.

I' am re3ponding to your reeent letter and aeeoinpanying eorrespondenee from 30

Nobel 1aureatea urging me to 3peak out .on the importanee of using animal3 as

subjeets of ,biomedied1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this idsue.
J

. .
P 0

. . .

I have aiwajis advoeated biomedieal researeh, and I share your eoneern that the

inereasing attaeks on animal re3ear(jh by animal right3 groups and individuals

are harmful to progrem in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

Government and' the doetom and 3eienti3t3 who eonduet publicly funded re3eareh
. . .

. .

must work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ublie mpport for
· the use of research animals and to improve publie understanding of, the

. .

relevant. issue3 .
. . .

.

"

· I'have been speaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal
' "researeh in question and answer se331ons. I have been impremed that sueh

3tatement3 "do not find their way to the pre33 although almost all el3e I 3ay
P

does. .

. 0 ·
;' '

,
,

P

' " "

During ]Ilji filial days as the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Asisistant

Seeretary for Health, Dr. James 0. Mason, that the Publie Health Serviee "

" strive harder to eominunieate to the publie why animal researeh is imperative

. . . for improving the' health of the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh eommunity !

. monitors and prOteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

,

" .fut'iire. aetivities as a private eitizen, I will eontlnue to inform, the pub11e

that the 'uSe of animals mu3t eontinue to be an e33ential part of medieal
'

,
re3eareh.

·

?

e

I deep1y· apjweeiate your expre33ions of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey

' this mesmge· to the Ameriean people.
"

, .

' r b

.
T

.
. . .

Sineerely yours ,
.

,g£gsZD.
"

- .
Surgeon General b '

.
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?;Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
f,U.S. Public Health Services T

Department of Health & Human Services tWashington, DC 20201
.

T'Dear Surgeon General Koop: ¥:'.

t?'-

. . . . . . . E:
Sr'The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof mdividuals «and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly i'

favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
E."

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved in ihedical ' "

research have tended to remUi silent, either through fear of stirring up the problemor in '

the hope that it would go away.
,

LG

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
%

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
$':

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
?:"

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards '

of smoking. : '"

'T-z
,F?,

Sincerely,
.
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Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (6';') 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAifred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
'

.
advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animalrights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and"simi1ar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical researchusing
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Fjcu,;,g iM4jj,
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience

.
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Dr. David Hube1

jojµi Franklin Ehders University
Profemor .

"

Harvard Medieal Sehool
"' 'Department of Neurobiology

G 220 Longwood Avenue
"

Bo3ton, Ma33aehu3ett3 02115

. Dear Dr.,Hube1:
.

.

I am respcindiug to yOur reeent letter and aeeompanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to speak out.on the importanee of using animals as

" 3ubjeet3 of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

'
. on this issue.'

._ .
.. - . . . .

.
,

I have always advoeated biomedieal re3eareh, and I 3hare your concern that the

inereasing attaeks on animal researeh by animal rights group3 and individuals
"

are harmfu1"to progres3 in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneie3 of the Federal

Government and the doetors and sQienti3ts who eonduet publiely funded researeh

mu3t work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ublicc mpport for
the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie undemtanding of, the

O

re1evant"issues.
0

I have·been speaking out on the importanee of wing animals in biomedieal

researeh in quCstion and answer sesMons. I have been impremed that succh

3tatement3 do not find their way to the pre33 although allno3t all else I 3ay
,

does." ""· '
" .

D

, .

. ..

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Assistant
' ' $eeretary,for.Hea1th, Dr. Jalne3 0. Nl3oii, that the Public Health Serviee '

strive harder to eommunieate to the publie why animal researeh is imperative

for impi'oving the health of' the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh community

monitors and proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

0 future aetivitie3 as a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform,the pub1ie

that the use of animals must eontinue to be an essential part of mediea1

re3eareh.
" ·

t

: I.deep1y appreeiate your expresMons of eonfldenee in my ability to eonvey

this message to the Ameriean people.
0 :

"1Eiko.
' Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
S,

U.S. Public Health Services *Department of Health & Human Services i'
Washington, DC 20201 C

,£'
Dear Surgeon General Koop: E

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals iand groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
g.

favor the concept of keeping any sufferingof research animals to a minimum, the E

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal ,i

research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved m medical ' t!'
research have tended to remain silent, either through fearof stirring up the problemor in ' F
the hope thatit would go away. i:

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our R
" 4

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
,

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical z\,

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
»:of smoking.

,

·ri·

Sincerely, - S!
I

~ ·
:
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Dr. :
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June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocateon committees that monitor' the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only

r

research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and'similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

la \4^'l- ljDavid H. Hube1, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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Dr. David Hube1

John Franklin Enders Univemity
Profe3sor
Harvard Medieal School
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Bo3ton, Ma33aehu3etts 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I ain re3ponding to your reeent letter and aeeompanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to speak out.on the importanee of using anilnal3 as

subjeet3 of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advoeated biomedical re3eareh, and I 3hare your eoneern that the

inereasing attaek3 on animal re3eareh by animal rights groups and individuals

are harmful to progre33 in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneie3 of the Federal

Government and the doetors and seienti#s who eonduet publicly funded research

must work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ub1ie support for

the use of re3eareh animals and to improve public undersitanding of, the

relevant i33ue3.

I have been speaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal

researeh in question and answer se33ions. I have been impre33ed that 3ueh

statemenU do not find their way to the pre33 although almost all else I say

doe3.

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Amistarit

Seeretary for Health, Dr. james C). Mason, that the Publie Health Serviee

3trive harder to communieate to the publie why animal research 13 imperative

for improving the heiLLth of the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh community

monltom and protects the welfare of laboratory animalsn Moreover, in my

future aetivitie3 a3 a private citizen, I will eontinue to inform the public

that the use of animals must eontinue to be an essential part of medieal

re3eareh.

I deeply appreeiate your expressions of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey

this mes3age to the Ameriean people.
:

:m.Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop if.
U.S. Public Health Services Y"

Department of Health & Human Services %"

Washington, DC 20201
.

'g;
Dear Surgeon General Koop: E:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals ;

and groups who oppose the use ofanimals in medical research. Although we strongly tfavor the concept of keeping any sufferingof research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal is
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical ' kt
research have tended to remaUn silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in " F'

the hope thatit would go away. E

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our %

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you i

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical ,e,:

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards S
of smoking.
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June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

' I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animalrights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and·similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal researchcommittee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNObelPrize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Njeojjg jj tl-jL{
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology

President, Society for Neuroscience

.
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Dr. David Hubel
"

jojin Franklin Enders University
Profemor

"

Harvard Medieal School
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Bcston, MEismehusetts 02115

.
Dear Dr. Hubel:

.

· I am responding to your recent letter and aeeoinpanying eorrespondenee from 30

· Nobel laureates urEang me to 3peak out.on the importanee of using animals as

,

' 3ubjeet3 of. biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

' 'on this issue.
0

.. . . ... . .

I have always advoeated biomedieal researeh, and I 3hare your eoneern that the

inereasing attaeks on animal researeh by animal right3 groups and individual3

are harmful to prOgrem in maintaining the health and well-being of the
"

Ameriean people. -Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

.
Government and the docctom and seientists who eonduet publiely funded re3eareh

,

must work together to prevent any further ero3ion of the p"ub1icc mpport for
" the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie understanding of. the

g

relevant i33ue3.
"

I have been speaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal

re3eareh in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that sueh

3tatement3 do not find their way to the pre33 although almost all else I say

does. .

.

P

Dulring'my final day3 a3 the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Assistant
'

'Seeretary for.Health, Dr. Jame3 0. MEison, that the Publie Health Serviee "

. strive harder to-eommunieate to the publie why animal researeh 13 imperative

for improving the,hea1th of the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh eommunity

monitors and Proteet's the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

future"aetiVities as a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform,the publie

that the use of animals mu3t eontinue to be an e33ential part of medieal

" re3eareh." ·

·

.
§ . .

...

.I' deeply" apprCeiate your expresMons of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey

this message"t'o the Ameriean people.
·

,

(
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; . :

"iiEiko.
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Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
U.S. Public Health Services q':

Department of Health & Human Services C"

Washington, DC 20201 It
f'

Dear Surgeon General Koop: p'
a

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals
E'

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly K.

favor the concept ofkeeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the E

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved in medical ' ¢{j'

research have tended to remUn silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in ' g
the hope that it would go away.

a
%'
le

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
.'

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you Z
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical 't,

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards ;

of smoking. Ri

y'
Sincerely,

.'

¢*'
Ef· ·
g:
.Q'1·

St:

,;?2

Dr.
?

Nobel Prize in ,19 :',
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7KWHARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL "
' !. '

220 Longtuood Auenue
Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (6';') 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animalrights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal 'welfaregroups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifica1ly afhrms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and' similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signedby
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,
,

"Etsa cMjjbj
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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Dr. David Hube1
F

. jojin Franklin Ehders Univemity
i
¶

Profemor
"

.

'

Harvard Medieal Sehooi
K

Department of Neurobiology
}

' ' 220 Longwood Avenue"
Boston, &83aehu3ett3 02115

"

Dear Dr. Hube1':

'
'

.

. . .

¶

I am responding to your reeent letter and aeeoinpanying eorre3pondenee from 30

"

Nobel ·1aureates urging me to speak out .on the iinportanee of using anilnal3 as

. subjeets of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to ine

'
' on ,this issue.

"

P

. ,

L
. ... . . ' ·

0

¥ . , .
¥ t

. .

, I have always advoeated biomedical re3eareh, and I 3hare your eoneern that the
' Inereasing attaeks on animal researeh by animal rights group3 and individuals

· are harmful to progre33 in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean pCopIe. Also, I agree that the re3ear(jh ageneies of the Federal

Government and the doetors and seienti3ts who eonduet publiely funded re3eareh

must work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ub1ie mpport for
-the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie undemtdnding of. the

P

relevant issues.

' I have been 3peaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal
' researeh in question and answer 3e33ions. I have been impremed that sueh

#atements -do not. find their way to the prem although almo3t all else I 3ay

-does. -

" .

" 0

During "my filial days as thC Surgeon General, I will recommend to the AsMstant

.
. Seeretary foF. Health, Dr. james C). Nson, that the Publie Health Serviee °

' "strive harder tci' eommuniea'te to the pub11e why animal re3eareh is imperative

for improving 'the health of the Ameriean people and how the researeh community

monitOrs and proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

· . . future" aetivities as a private eitizen, I will eontlnue to inform, the publie

that the u3e of dnimals must eontinue to be an es3ential part of mediea1

. . re3eareh;
"

.

.

i ·

.

·

'

·

'

I deeply appreeiate your expresMons of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey

this memage to the Reriean people.
.

.

0

.

W

,,":

Z;¥
,

C. Everett Koop, M.D.

' Surgeon General 0 "
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop q"

U.S. Public Health Services j:
Department of Health & Human Services %
Washington, DC 20201

tS

@:
t:·Dear Surgeon General Koop:
".t-

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals
S;-

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
e'

favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved in medical

Ze

research have tended to remain silent, either through fearof stirring up the problemor in - ij,

the hope that it would go away.
8;

¥
We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you C.;

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical .

¥1

4?:
research, m the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards '

of smoking. ·
p:
+··is'

Sincerely, i
s!'
6-:
S';'

Z

%
.7'·

. ' 7?7-
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"

,Dr. ,,d
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL ·. 220 Longtuood Auenue
J

Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY
(6'7) 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

.
Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and' similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical researchusing
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

EjJQ m'CLY
David H. Hubel, MD

. John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience

.

.

.
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.

Dr. David Hubel
jobn Franklin Enders Univemity

' Profemor.
·

.
Harvard Medieal Sehool
Department of Neurobiology

"

220 Longwood Avenue
" 6ston, Massaehusetts 02115

. Deaf Dr'.' Hube1:
.

.

.

I am re3ponding to your reeent letter and aeeompanying eorrespondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to 3peak out.on the importanee of using animals as
.

subjeets of blomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to ine

on this 13sue.
0"

,

I have abmys advoeated biomedical researeh, and I share your eoneern that the

inereaMng attacjk3 on animal re3eareh by animal right3 groups and individuals

are harmfUl to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
.

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

Government and the doctors and seienti3t3 who eonduet publiely funded researeh

must work together to prevent any further ero3ion of the pUblic mpport for
the·use of researeh animals and to improve publie undemtanding of. the

.

relevant i3sue3.

I have been speaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal

researeh in question and answer 3e33ions. I have been impremed that sueh

statements do not'find their way to the pre33 although almo3t all el3e I 3ay

does.-
" .

0

.

'

During my final day3 a3 the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Assistant
' Seeretary for Health, Dr. James 0. MEtson, that the Public Health Serviee "

strive harder to"eommunieate to the publie why animal researeh is imperative

. for improving the health of the Ameriean people and how the i;eseareii eommunity
"

' Monitors and proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
' future aetivltie3 as a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform.the publicc

that the use of animals must eontinue to be an e33entia1 part of mediea1
"

re3eareh. " ·

I deeply appreeiate your expressions of eonf1denee in iny ability to convey

this mes3age to the" Ameriean people.
"

. .

.
.

0

. . .

·' Sineerely yours,
.

C ,e£gg
.

.

'

.

Surgeon General
.

.
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
' "

U.S. Public Health Services E
Department of Health & Human Services %

Washington, DC 20201
.

t"Dear Surgeon General Koop: a
%

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals
:t'-

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly i!
favor the concept ofkeeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the ¥
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical ' e-·

research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in ' ?
the hope thatit would go away. i'

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you a
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical .

Zi·

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards ¶'

of smoking. :~.

Sincerely, '

a'
A"·g;
.Vy

,'f

Dr. ::S-·

Nobel Prize in ,
19 [i
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL ·. 220 Longtuood Auenue
J

Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (6'7) 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

T

The biomedical Lesearcii community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

E)m:& \'6 NALaL
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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- Dr. David Hubel
"

' J®n Franklin Ehders University
Profemor -

·

Harvard Mediea1 Sehoo1
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, bkts3a(jhu3ett3 02115

.

Dear Dr. Hube1: .

.

i.

I am resi)onding to your reeent letter and aeeompanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to 3peak out.on the importanee of using anilnal3 as

subjeets of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

,
on this issue.

. .

G '

- .
0

, I have always advoeated biomedical re3eareh, and I 3hare your eonoern that the

inereasing attaeks on animal re3eareh by animal rights groups and individuals
' are harmful to progrem in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Aineriean people. Also, "I agree that the re3eareh ageneie3 of the Federal
i

-Government and the doetom and mientists who eonduet publiely funded re3eareh

must work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ublicc mpport for
. the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie understanding of. the

0

, relevant issues.
h

' I have been 3peaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedieal
i

re3eareh In question and answer sesMons. I have been impres3ed that succh

: statements do not find their way to the prem although almost all el3e I 3ay
I

does. .

1

,
i

.
, ,

' During my final days as the Surgeon General, I wIll recommend to the AsMAtant

, Seeretary for Health, Dr. james 0. MEison, that the Publie Health Serviee "

Qrive harder to communicate to the publie why animal re3eareh 13 imperative

for improving"the"health'of the Ameriean people and how the re3eareh community
'

monitors and pr"Oteet8 the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
.

.
t fut,ure·aetiVities as a Private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform.the publie

, '"that the use of.animals must eontinue to be an es3ential part of' medieal
.

, re3eareh."
·

P

0 .

I deeply appreeiate your expresMons of eonfidenee in my ability to oonvey

' this mesmge to the Ameriean people.
. ..

. '

P
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t .
; '

.
Sineerely yours,
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.
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Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop j;
U.S. Public Health Services i,
Department of Health & Human Services Z'

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop: &

".f-

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals {'
2nd groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly Ft

mvor the concept ofkeeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the Li

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved in medical ' *
research have tended to remalin silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in ?
the hope that it would go away. :1

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our "

government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you ,
to present, the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical S;
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used m dealing with the hazards *of smoking.

E"
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Boston, Massachusetts o2ii5DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (6';') 73"-'655

June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrastedwith some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the EthicalTreatment of Animals (PETA) and'similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical researchusing
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNObelPrize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

S'lA i4 mid
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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Dr. David Hube1

. J®n Franklin Ehders Univemity
Professor

·

Harvard Medieal School
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood AvCnue
Boston, m33aehu3ett3 02115

' Dear Dr: Hube1:
.

0

"I am re3ponding to your reeent letter and aeeompanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to speak out.on the iinportanee of using animals as
0

mbjeets of biomediea1 r'ese"areh. Thank you for taking the time to write to ine

on this i3sue.
, .

. .. . .

,

I have always advoeated biomedieal re3eareh, and I 3hare your eoneern that the
' inereasing attaeks on animal researeh by animal rights groups and individuals

are harmful to progre33 in maintaining the health and well-being of the
Ameriean'peop1e. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneie3 of the Federal

,.
!" Government and the doetors and seientists who eonduet publiely funded researeh
?

: must. work together to prevent any further erosion of the p"ublie support for
i

; the u8e of remareh animals and to improve publie undemtanding of, the
: relevant issue3.
r
r

, I have been 3peaking out on the importanee of u3ing animals in biomediea1

re3eareh in question and answer sessions. I have been impremed that 3uccj1

statement3 do not find their way to the pre33 although almo# all el3e I say

does. .

-"" .

0 ·

"

During my'final days as the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Asaistant
,

P

. ,Seeretary'for Health, Dr. james 0. Mason, that the Publie Health Serviee "

" strive harder to eommunieate to the pub11e why animal researeh is imperative

for improving the'hea1th· of the'Ameriean people and how the researeh community

, monitors and proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

' future aQtivjtie3 a3 a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform,the publie
.

that the use of animals must eontinue to be an essential part of medical

re3eareh. .

-

'

I deeply appreeiate your expresMons of eonfidenee in my ability to eonvey

' ' · thi3 mesmge to the Ameriean people.
·

- ' L ·1
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C. Everett Koop, M.D.
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Surgeon General
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t:Surgeon General C. Everett Koop SU.S. Public Health Services %·

Department of Health & Human Services Z"
Washington, DC 20201 Z

S-

Dear Surgeon General Koop: E,

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals :

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly #.

favor the concept ofkeeping any sufferingof research animals to a minimum, the
E"
C-C

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal g'
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved m medical ' %"

research have tended to remaUn silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in "
Si

the hope that it would go away.
$:,

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our 'C
.. .government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you ii

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical a-
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards '
of smoking.

.

¥!

Sincerely, :
"
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June 26, 1989

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do researchon vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

OcA r n ajt
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University

' Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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Dr. David Hubel
john Franklin Ehders University
Profe33or
Harvard Medical Sehool
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Ma33aehu3ett3 02115

Dear Dr. Hube1:

I am responding to your recent letter and aeeompanying eorre3pondenee from 30

Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importanee of using animal3 as

subjeet3 of biomediea1 researeh. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on thi3 13sue.

I have always advoeated biomedieal re3eareh, and I 3hare your concern that the

jnerea3ing attaeks on animal re3earch by animal right3 group3 and individuals

are harmful to progrem in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

Government and the doetors and 3eienti3t3 who eonduet publicly funded re3eareh

mu3t work together to prevent any further ero3ion of the p'ublie support for

the use of re3eareh anilnal3 and to improve public: undemtanding of, the

relevant i3sue3.

I have been speaking out on the importanoe of wing animals in biomedical

researeh in question and answer 3e33ion3. I have been ilnpre3sed that 3ueh

statement3 do not find their way to the pre33 although almost all else I say

does.

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant

Seeretary for Health, Dr. Jame3 C). Ma3on, that the Public: Health Service

3'trive harder to communieate to the publie why animal researeh 13 imperative

for Improving the health of the Amerioan people and how the researeh eomnunlty

monitors and proteet3 the welfare of laboratory animalm Moreover, in my

future aetivitie3 as a private eitizen, I will eontinue to inform the public

that the use of animals Illu3t eontinue to be an e33ential part of medieal

researeh.

I deeply appreeiate your expressions of eonfidenee in niy ability to eonvey

this me33age to the American people.

Sineerely yours,

cS±9o.
Surgeon General

O
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C.Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services jj-
Department of Health & Human Services g:

Washington, DC 20201
.

Dear Surgeon General Koop:
K

r.

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals 2

and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly ".
favor the concept of keeping any sufferingof research animals to a minimum, the E

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal t!

research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical ' tj"

research have tended to remUi silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in " ?

the hope that it would go away. 7.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our >
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you

3::

to present the scientificand humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
I'?
4Ff'

research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used m dealing with the hazards :;'
H;of smoking. """'

Sincerely, '
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Dr. David Hubel
jojjn Franklin Enders University
Profemor
Harvard Medical Sehoo1
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Bo#on, Ma33aehu3ett3 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I am re3ponding to your reeent letter and aeeompanying eorrespondenee from 30

Nobel laureate3 urging me to 3peak out on the iinportanee of using anima13 as

3ubjeet3 of biomedieal research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on thi3 i3sue.

I have alway3 advoeated biomediea1 research, and I 3hare your eoneern that the

inereasing attaeks on animal researeh by animal rights groups and individuals

are harmful to progre33 in maintaining the health and well-being of the

Ameriean people. Also, I agree that the re3eareh ageneies of the Federal

Government and the doetors and seientists who eonduet publiely funded researeh

mu3t work together to prevent any further erosion of the pUblic wpport for
the use of re3eareh animals and to improve publie understanding of, the

relevant issue3.

I have been 3peaking out on the importanee of using animals in biomedical

re3eareh in que#ion and answer sessions. I have been impre33ed that meh

statements do not find their way to the pre33 although allno3t all else I 3ay

does.
.

During my final days a3 the Surgeon General, I will reeommend to the Assistant

Seeretary for Health, Dr. jame3 C). N13oi1, that the Public Health Service

3trive harder to eommunieate to the publie why animal re3eareh is imperative

for improving the health of the Aineriean people and how the re3eareh eommunity

monitors and proteets the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

future aetivitie3 as a private citizen, I will eontinue to inform the pub1ie

that the use of animals must eontinue to be an essential part of mediea1

re3eareh.

I deeply appreeiate your expre33ions of eonfidenee in my ability to convey

this me33age to the American people.
:

zez.
Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
,U.S. Public Health Services

,
i'-.

Department of Health & Human Services %

Washington, DC 20201 Z'

3'

*Dear Surgeon General Koop: E

) The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activitiesof individuals
E

7id groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly S-

avor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the '%

objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal 2
research. These people are increasinglyvocal, whereas those involved in medical

I;';

research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problemor in " k
the hope thatit would go away. t:

; We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our #
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you i:
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical #
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking.

.

Z!

Sincerely, :
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June 26, 1989
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+

Dear MayorAlfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:
k

,

' This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocateon committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
'

a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD'S. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in1?'·

learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize ind
P

T

1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humanswho can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
t

research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
P

this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede

" biomedical researchby making it as expensive and as encumberedby red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someoneover which the university has

no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movemeh'ts often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellowNobe1 Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

.
Sincerely,

'ijCjtC AeLjLA
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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In City Council,

June 26, 1989
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