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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL P 220 Longwood Avenue
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

Boston, Massachusetts 02115
(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

. This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all

“research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny

this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
blomcdlcal research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Nﬁ;wéz Al e A

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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: . The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service

Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1989

Dr. David Hubel
Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor
“Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

- 220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I am respending to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out . on the importance of using animals as
subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.’

'i’have-beénfspeaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
_research»in*QueStidn and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

- does.:

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James 0. Mason, that the Public Health Service

- gtrive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my

. future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public

- that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical
.research. :
I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

L Heap

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
U.S. Public Health Services

- Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

) Dear Surgeoﬁ General Koop:

: The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
L ‘and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
- favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
) . objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
\ research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
w_ . ~research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
\ the hope that it would go away

. We are wntmg to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
- govcrn ent, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
~ topresent the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
- research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smokmg .

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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LELFEE
HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 5 220 Longwood Avenue

- Boston, Massachusetts 02115
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY (617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Daoad ’NLS

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the

Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

VA 31 1989

Dr. David Hubel

Jophn Franklin Enders University
Professor

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115.

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I'am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
subjects QfAbiomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
_the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

_Ivhafe been speaking'out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does.

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service :
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

 research.

I deépiy‘appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
 this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
U.S. Public Health Services

- Department of Health & Human Services
- Washington, DC 20201

‘Dear Surgeon General Koop:

- The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
-and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our

- government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
- of smoking. ' ‘

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Maybr Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

’BVLDDQ 1*&«)&%

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 3 1 1969

Dr. David Hubel

Jobn Franklin Enders University
Professor .

Harvard Medical School
'Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

‘Boston, Massachusetts 02115

DearaDrQ‘Hubelz

I am fespdndiﬁg'to'yOur recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out . on the importance of using animals as
subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this lssue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the

increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

~ pelevant issues.

T have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research. in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements dq-not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does. S

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public

_that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

- research.

I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
‘this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

| e

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
- of smoking.

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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220 Longwood Avenue

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

g W b

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience



Public Health Service

The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1989

Dr. David Hubel

John Franklin Enders University
Professor

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

: péar'Dr. Hubels:

I am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out.on the importance of using animals as
subjects‘oﬁ,biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
‘the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
 presearch in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does.

. During myvfinal days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the tesearch community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, T will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

- research.
I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
U.S. Public Health Services

- Department of Health & Human Services
- Washington, DC 20201

Dear Shrgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
- to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking. S

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19

1R o SISO 4 SIROEN

G
ECx

AR

e T
ARRUES

«



TR

) o S

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

% 220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115
(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Neod ¥ ok f

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1969

Dr. David Hubel

Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out.on the importance of using animals as
" subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

“on this issue.

T have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and seientists who conduct publicly funded research

" must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
"statements dovnot find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does.

* During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant

' Seeretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service
strive harder to- communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the :esearch community
‘monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, T will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

- research.” - :

,I:deepiy”appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.
. ‘ Sincerely yoursé
| C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
U.S. Public Health Services

- Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
“favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
~ the hope that it would go away.

‘We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our

- government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking. :

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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220 Longwood Avenue

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

S
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience



Public Health Service

The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1989

Dr. David Hubel

Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor » ~

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

' Dear Dr. Hubel:

I am-responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel -laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
~subjects of biomedical‘research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal

. Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not. find their way to the press although almost all else I say

-does.

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
- Secretary for Health, Dr. James 0. Mason, that the Public Health Service

. strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

~ research.

' I deéply‘appreciate'your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
“this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,
C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking. -

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

220 Longwood Avenue

v

Boston, Massachusetts 02115
(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

"
David H. Hubel, MD
John Franklin Enders University

Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service

Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1989

Dr. David Hubel

Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor.

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

| Dear Dr. Hubels

I am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
‘are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does..

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

research.

I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
- Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to réemain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
- the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking.

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

5 220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

S A Nvb A

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the

Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1989

. Dr. David Hubel
Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor
Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology
220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

I am resppnding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
‘subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the

- inereasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
‘Government and the doctors and seientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

T have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does.

- During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
~ Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service :
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative

for improving‘the'health-of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
‘future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public

" that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

research.

I deeply'appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.

. Sincerely yoursé
C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

' The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly

favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking.

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

220 Longwood Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

. I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Do, 1 b

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience



iy
» ""0,
. 'y

é DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 31 1089

Dr. David Hubel

Jobn Franklin Enders University
Professor

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

Dear Dr; Hubel:

‘I am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
“subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always'advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
inereasing attacks on animal presearch by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does. '

During my ‘final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
‘Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service ‘
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

research.

T deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
Q.this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon Gencral C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
Washington, DC 120201

Dear Surgeon General Koop

- The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthnght and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smokmg

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
DEPARTMENT OF NEUROBIOLOGY

220 Longwood Avenue

3
Boston, Massachusetts 02115

(617) 732-1655

June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Dcw,\bf ’\* H“’M/

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

CMAY 311989

Dr. David Hubel

John Franklin Enders University
" Professor

Harvard Medical School
- Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

Dear Dr. Hubel:

"I am responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated blomedical research, and I share your concern that the

 increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people. Also, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does. :

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
‘Secretary for Health, Dr. James O. Mason, that the Public Health Service ‘
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

research.

I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey

~ this message to the American people.
' 7 . Sincerely yours,

Y

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General



Surgeon General C. Everett Koop

U.S. Public Health Services

Department of Health & Human Services
~ Washington, DC - 20201

Dear Surgeon General Koop:

The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
- objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal

research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
research have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
- the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our

- government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you

to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical

- research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking. '

Sincerely,

Dr.
Nobel Prizein , 19
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The Surgeon General of the
Public Health Service
Washington DC 20201

MAY 311989

Dr. David Hubel

Jopn Franklin Enders University
Professor

Harvard Medical School
Department of Neurobiology

220 Longwood Avenue

Boston, Massachusetts 02115

" Dear Dr. Hubel:

I ém'responding to your recent letter and accompanying correspondence from 30
Nobel laureates urging me to speak out on the importance of using animals as
.subjects of biomedical research. Thank you for taking the time to write to me

on this issue.

I have always advocated biomedical research, and I share your concern that the
increasing attacks on animal research by animal rights groups and individuals
are harmful to progress in maintaining the health and well-being of the
American people,_vAlso, I agree that the research agencies of the Federal
Government and the doctors and scientists who conduct publicly funded research
must work together to prevent any further erosion of the public support for
the use of research animals and to improve public understanding of the

relevant issues.

I have been speaking out on the importance of using animals in biomedical
research in question and answer sessions. I have been impressed that such
statements do not find their way to the press although almost all else I say

does.

During my final days as the Surgeon General, I will recommend to the Assistant
Secretary for Health, Dr. James 0. Mason, that the Public Health Service ‘
strive harder to communicate to the public why animal research is imperative
for improving the health of the American people and how the research community
monitors and protects the welfare of laboratory animals. Moreover, in my
future activities as a private citizen, I will continue to inform the public
that the use of animals must continue to be an essential part of medical

research.

I deeply appreciate your expressions of confidence in my ability to convey
this message to the American people.

Sincerely yours,

g

C. Everett Koop, M.D.
Surgeon General
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Surgeon General C. Everett Koop
~ U.S. Public Health Services :
- Department of Health & Human Service
~ Washington, DC 20201

" Dear Surgeoh GeneralﬂKoop:

‘The past few years have seen a marked increase in the activities of individuals
and groups who oppose the use of animals in medical research. Although we strongly
favor the concept of keeping any suffering of research animals to a minimum, the
objectives of the activists go far beyond this, even to the point of stopping all animal
research. These people are increasingly vocal, whereas those involved in medical
‘esearch have tended to remain silent, either through fear of stirring up the problem or in
the hope that it would go away.

We are writing to ask you to speak out on this issue, as a representative of our
government, which has for years so effectively supported medical research. We ask you
to present the scientific and humanitarian justification for the use of animals in medical
research, in the same forthright and effective manner you used in dealing with the hazards
of smoking,. ‘
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June 26, 1989

Dear Mayor Alfred E. Velucci and Members of the City Council:

This letter is to urge you not to make a ruling that could lead to the inclusion of an "animal rights"
advocate on committees that monitor the use of animals in medical research.

I am a University Professor at Harvard Medical School and President of the Society for Neuroscience,
a national organization of 12,000 PhD's and MD's. I do research on vision in monkeys. My work resulted in
learning how to prevent the commonest cause of blindness in children, for which I received the Nobel Prize in
1981. My plea is certainly a special-interest one, on the part of myself and those who do research like mine in
Cambridge, and on the part of the millions of humans who can benefit. My animals do not suffer: the only
research animals that come close to suffering are those involved in research on pain itself, and such work is, and
should be, controlled to minimize suffering or discomfort by the strictest NIH guidelines.

"Animal rights" advocates (as contrasted with some animal welfare groups) wish to see an end to all
research using animals. This is so even for the Humane Society, one of the more moderate groups, who deny
this but whose policy statement specifically affirms that their ultimate goal is to end all animal research. People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and similar radical groups go further: they try to impede
biomedical research by making it as expensive and as encumbered by red tape as possible.

To appoint an outside person to an animal research committee, someone over which the university has
no choice or control, represents a risk of impeding or eliminating the research itself, since radicals in the animal
rights movements often pretend to be moderates.

For those who might be misled by the "animal rights" advocates' contention that medical research using
animals is unnecessary, I enclose a letter from Everett Koop, Surgeon General, in reply to a letter signed by
thirty-three fellow Nobel Prize winners, urging him to speak out on this subject.

The biomedical research community in the city of Cambridge is preeminent world-wide, and I urge you
to adopt an ordinance that will maintain this level of excellence.

Sincerely,

Derd 1 ¥l

David H. Hubel, MD

John Franklin Enders University
Professor of Neurobiology
President, Society for Neuroscience
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