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IN CITY COUNCIL
June 1, 1998

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
COUNCILLOR REEVES
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR DAVIS
MAYOR DUEHAY
VICE MAYOR GALLUCCIO

- COUNCILLOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

The citizens of Cambridge are proud of all members of our community and have made
a strong commitment to civil rights, and to ensuring that our community continues to
build and maintain bridges amongst us; and

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day commemorates the Stonewall
Rebellion that is considered the beginning of the Lesbian and Gay Liberation
Movement, an evening in June 1969 when the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a
popular gay bar on Christopher Street in New York’s Greenwich Village; and

In the City of Cambridge, our pride in our lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
citizens is exemplified in the amendment of the historic Human Rights Ordinance to
include gender expression among the categories not to be discriminated against;.in the
appointment of Emmy Howe as the Cambridge School Department’s liaison to lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender families; in the membership and policies of the City
Council; in the work of organizations such as the Cambridge Lavender Alliance, the
Cambridge Lavender Alliance/Parents, Teachers and Allies; and Project Ten East at
Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School; and in the attitude and spirit of fellowship
and humanity growing in our community; and

The Cambridge Lavender Alliance will hold its Eighth Annual Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Pride Day celebration by hosting a community breakfast and awards
community breakfast and awards ceremony at Cambridge City Hall on Saturday,

June 13; and o

A



WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

The City of Cambridge and Harvard Square proudly claim the Reverend Irv Cummings
as a resident and spiritual mentor; since 1990, Reverend Irv has presided as pastor over
the venerable 150-years young Old Cambridge Baptist Church, where he has united a
community of faith that welcomes persons of all genders and sexual orientations;
Reverend Irv has earned the respect and love of his congregation, both as a pastor and
a dignified human being; while a student at Harvard Divinity School, Irv struggled with
his own homosexuality and heard “the call” from his God to create a better world for
sexual minority people; Irv founded the Harvard Divinity School Lesbian/Gay Caucus,
now known as GABLES and graduated from Harvard Divinity School in 1981; Irv is a
leader of the national organization American Baptists Concerned, which works to make
American Baptist congregations safe for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender lay
people and clergy and which recently derailed efforts by right-wing leaders to
stage take-over of American Baptist Churches of the USA; with others, Irv
advocated for and won the privilege of same-sex couples to be joined in holy
union at Harvard’s Memorial Church; Irv’s commitment to human rights is also
expressed in his leadership and participation in Cambridge Clergy and Laity for
Affordable Housing, which has re-developed five homes in our city for sale to
qualified buyers at below-market prices; he is a founding member and
chairperson of the Interfaith Alliance of Cambridge, a coalition of people of"
faith formed to counter the religiously-oriented radical right political movement;
Cambridge thanks and honors the Reverend Irv Cummings today and we are
grateful that the Old Cambridge Baptist Church saw in Reverend Irv Cummings
a good fit for their church and for our city; and

The City of Cambridge is proud to be home for 30 years to salt-of-the-earth
Mary Leno and her domestic partner and lover/mate-for-life Betty Furdon;
Mary has worked tirelessly and devotedly since 1988 as a staff person at the
Cambridge Women’s Commission, contributing her wisdom and organizing
acumen to many projects, including the Women’s Freedom Trail, the annual
Cambridge Women’s Health Day, and several community forums on safety
issues for women; but that’s not all, no, not even the beginning!; Mary Leno
known and loved throughout Cambridge and the world as “Mrs. Leno,” was a
student, collective member and teacher at the famous Cambridge Women’s
School; Mrs. Leno is a member of OLE (Older Lesbian Energy) and serves on
the coordinating committee of Boston’s Older Women’s League (OWL); Mrs.
Leno is a rabble rouser in the Cambridgeport Women’s Safety Group; she is a
longtime board member (retired, with watch) of Cambridge Community
Television and is currently active as a video producer and director with
Cambridge Women in Cable, gaining fame and notoriety on the CCTV program
Be Live: “Women Speak;” Mrs. Leno is a well-respected documentarian of



RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

all things queer and progressive, having amassed an impressive collection of
political buttons and photos of graffiti; Mary Leno is one of a precious and rare
breed of organizers and activists who simply get the work done with grace,
humility and inexhaustible wit; Cambridge thanks and honors Mrs. Leno today
for making our community a richer and far more interesting place to live;

now therefore be it

That the City of Cambridge hereby acknowledges the good works and valuable
lives of Reverend Irv Cummings and Mary Leno, each of whom serves as an
important role model for all people desirous of equality, fairness, harmony and
justice; and be it further '

That the City of Cambridge does hereby recognize Saturday, June 13, 1998 as
the official Cambridge Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day, and
urges the citizens of Cambridge to recognize this special tribute by joining in
the activities of the day and continuing their support for this critical part of our
community; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution for presentation to the Cambridge Lavender Alliance, the Reverend Irv
Cummings and Mary Leno on behalf of the entire City Council.

In City Council June 1, 1998.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy;

) e X0
ATTEST:- 0 7 Mﬁ

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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a strong commitment to civil rights, and to ensuring that our community continues to.
build and maintain bridges amongst us; and

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day commemorates the Stonewall
Rebellion that is considered the beginning of the Lesbian and Gay Liberation
Movement, an evening in June 1969 when the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a
popular gay bar on Christopher Street in New York’s Greenwich Village; and

In the City of Cambridge, our pride in our lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
citizens is exemplified in the amendment of the historic Human Rights Ordinance to
include gender expression among the categories not to be discriminated against; in the
appointment of Emmy Howe as the Cambridge School Department’s liaison to lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender families; in the membership and policies of the City
Council; in the work of organizations such as the Cambridge Lavender Alliance, the
Cambridge Lavender Alliance/Parents, Teachers and Allies; and Project Ten East at
Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School; and in the attitude and spirit of fellowship
and humanity growing in our community; and

The Cambridge Lavender Alliance will hold its Eighth Annual Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Pride Day celebration by hosting a community breakfast and awards
community breakfast and awards ceremony at Cambridge City Hall on Saturday,

June 13; and

The City of Cambridge and Harvard Square proudly claim the Reverend Irv Cummings
as a resident and spiritual mentor; since 1990, Reverend Irv has presided as pastor over
the venerable 150-years young Old Cambridge Baptist Church, where he has united a
community of faith that welcomes persons of all genders and sexual orientations;
Reverend Irv has earned the respect and love of his congregation, both as a pastor and
a dignified human being; while a student at Harvard Divinity School, Irv struggled with
his own homosexuality and heard “the call” from his God to create a better world for
sexual minority people; Irv founded the Harvard Divinity School Lesbian/Gay Caucus,
now known as GABLES and graduated from Harvard Divinity School in 1981; Irv is a
leader of the national organization American Baptists Concerned, which works to make
American Baptist congregations safe for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender lay



WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

people and clergy and which recently derailed efforts by right-wing leaders to
stage take-over of American Baptist Churches of the USA; with others, Irv
advocated for and won the privilege of same-sex couples to be joined in holy
union at Harvard’s Memorial Church; Irv’s commitment to human rights is also
expressed in his leadership and participation in Cambridge Clergy and Laity for
Affordable Housing, which has re-developed five homes in our city for sale to
qualified buyers at below-market prices; he is a founding member and
chairperson of the Interfaith Alliance of Cambridge, a coalition of people of
faith formed to counter the religiously-oriented radical right political movement;
Cambridge thanks and honors the Reverend Irv Cummings today and we are
grateful that the Old Cambridge Baptist Church saw in Reverend Irv Cummings
a good fit for their church and for our city; and

The City of Cambridge is proud to be home for 30 years to salt-of-the-earth
Mary Leno and her domestic partner and lover/mate-for-life Betty Furdon;
Mary has worked tirelessly and devotedly since 1988 as a staff person at the
Cambridge Women’s Commission, contributing her wisdom and organizing
acumen to many projects, including the Women’s Freedom Trail, the annual
Cambridge Women’s Health Day, and several community forums on safety
issues for women; but that’s not all, no, not even the beginning!; Mary Leno
known and loved throughout Cambridge and the world as “Mrs. Leno,” was a
student, collective member and teacher at the famous Cambridge Women’s
School; Mrs. Leno is a member of OLE (Older Lesbian Energy) and serves on
the coordinating committee of Boston’s Older Women’s League (OWL); Mrs.
Leno is a rabble rouser in the Cambridgeport Women’s Safety Group; she is a
longtime board member (retired, with watch) of Cambridge Community
Television and is currently active as a video producer and director with
Cambridge Women in Cable, gaining fame and notoriety on the CCTV program
Be Live: “Women Speak;” Mrs. Leno is a well-respected documentarian of all
things queer and progressive, having amassed an impressive collection of
political buttons and photos of graffiti; Mary Leno is one of a precious and rare
breed of organizers and activists who simply get the work done with grace,
humility and inexhaustible wit; Cambridge thanks and honors Mrs. Leno today
for making our community a richer and far more interesting place to live; now
therefore be it '

That the City of Cambridge hereby acknowledges the good works and valuable
lives of Reverend Irv Cummings and-Mary Leno, each of whom serves as an
important role model for all people des1rous of equality, fairness, harmony and
justice; and be it further



RESOLVED: That the City of Cambridge does hereby recognize Saturday, June 13, 1998 as

]

RESOLVED:

the official Cambridge Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day, and
urges the citizens of Cambridge to recognize this special tribute by joining in
the activities of the day and continuing their support for this critical part of our
community; and be it further ’

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitably engrossed copy of
this resolution for presentation to the Cambridge Lavender Alliance, the Reverend Irv
Cummings and Mary Leno on behalf of the entire City Council.



~ Subj: the pride resolution | v ¢
Date: Thu, May 28, 1998 12:17 PM EDT
From: shyde@ngitf.org ‘ :

X-From: shyde @ngltf.org (Sue Hyde)
To: KTCouncil@aol.com (Katherine)

¢, Qs

1998 Lesbi'an, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Pride Resolution

WHEREAS: The citizens of Cambridge are proud of all members of our
community and have made a strong commitment to civil rights, and to
ensuring that our community continues to build and maintain bridges
amongst us; and

WHEREAS: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day
commemorates the Stonewall Rebellion that is considered the beginning
of the Lesbian and Gay Liberation Movement, an evening in June 1969
when the police raided the Stonewall Inn, a popular gay bar on
Christopher Street in New York's Greenwich Village; and

WHEREAS: In the City of Cambridge, our Pride in our lesbian, gay,
bisexual and ,

transgender citizens is exemplified in the amendment of the historic
Human Rights Ordinance to include gender expression among the
categories not to be discriminated against; in the appointment of Emmy
Howe as the Cambridge School Department's liaison to lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender families; in the membership and policies of the
City Council; in the work of organizations such as the Cambridge
Lavender Alliance, the Cambridge Lavender Alliance/Parents,
Teachers and Allies; and Project Ten East at Cambridge Rindge and
Latin High School; and in the attitude and spirit of fellowship and
humanity growing in our community; and

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Lavender Alliance will hold its Eighth Annual
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Day Celebration by hosting
a community breakfast and awards ceremony at Cambridge City Hall on
Saturday, June 13; and
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WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge and Harvard Square proudly claim the
Rev. Irv Cummings as a resident and spiritual mentor; since 1990, Rev.
Irv has presided as pastor over the venerable 150-years-young Old
Cambridge Baptist Church, where he has united a community of faith that
welcomes persons of all genders and sexual orientations; Rev. Irv has
earned the respect and love of his congregation, both as a pastor and a
dignified human being; while a student at Harvard Divinity School, Irv
struggled with his own homosexuality and heard ~3the call*2 from his
God to create a better world for sexual minority people; Irv founded the
HDS Lesbian/Gay Caucus, now known as GABLES and graduated from HDS
in 1981; Irv is a leader of the national organization American Baptists
Concerned, which works to make American Baptist congregations safe
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender lay people and clergy and
which recently derailed efforts by right-wing leaders to stage a
take-over of American Baptist Churches of the USA; with others, Irv
advocated for and won the privilege of same-sex couples to be joined in
holy union at Harvard*1s Memorial Church; IrvAs commitment to human
rights is also expressed in his leadership and participation in Cambridge
Clergy for Affordable Housing, which has re-developed five homes in our
city for sale to qualified buyers at below-market prices; he is a founding
member and chairperson of the Interfaith Alliance of Cambridge, a
coalition of people of faith formed to counter the religiously-oriented
radical right political movement; Cambridge thanks and honors the Rev.
Iv. Cummings today and we are grateful that the Old Cambridge Baptist
Church saw in Rev. Irv Cummings a good fit for their church and for our
city;

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge is proud to be home for 30 years to
salt-of-the- earth Mary Leno and her domestic partner and
lover/mate-for-life Betty Furdon; Mary has worked tirelessly and
devotedly since 1988 as a staff person at the Cambridge Women~1s
Commission, contributing her wisdom and organizing acumen to many
projects, including the Women*1s Freedom Trail, the annual Cambridge
Women~1s Health Day, and several community forums on safety issues
for women; but that*s not all, no, not even the beginning!; Mary Leno,
known and loved throughout Cambridge and the world as A3Mrs. Leno,"2
was a student, collective member and teacher at the famous Cambridge
Women/1s School; Mrs. Leno is a member of OLE (Older Lesbian Energy)
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and serves on the coordinating committee of Boston*s Older Women/1s
League (OWL); Mrs. Leno is a rabblerouser in the Cambridgeport Women~1s
Safety Group; she is a longtime board member (retired, with watch) of
Cambridge Community Television and is currently active as a video
producer and director with Cambridge Women in Cable, gaining fame and
notoriety on the CCTV program Be Live: A3Women Speak"2; Mrs. Leno is a
well-respected documentarian of all things queer and progressive, having
amassed an impressive collection of political buttons and photos of
graffiti; Mary Leno is one of a precious and rare breed of organizers and
activists who simply gets the work done with grace, humility and
inexhaustible wit; Cambridge thanks and honors Mrs. Leno today for
making our community a richer and far more interesting place to live;

RESOLVED: That the City of Cambridge hereby acknowledges the good
works and valuable lives of Rev. Irv Cummings and Mary Leno, both of
whom serves as an important role model for all people desirous of
equality, fairness, harmony, and justice;

RESOLVED: That the City of Cambridge does hereby recognize Saturday,
June 13, 1998 as the official Cambridge Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Pride

Day, and urges the citizens of Cambridge to recognize this special
tribute by joining in the activities of the day and continuing their
support for this critical part of our community; and be it further;

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare

suitably engrossed copies of this resolution for presentation to the
Cambridge Lavender Alliance, Rev. Irv Cummings and Mary Leno.

----------------------- Headers
Return-Path: <shyde @ngltf.ngltf.org>
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COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU

ORDERED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to prepare a suitable resolution on Gay
Pride Day June 13, 1998.
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Councillors Triantafillou and Reeves
re: resolution on Gay Pride Day on
June 13, 1998.

Consent Order #83

In City Council Jumne 1, 1998






